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ADFERIISEMENT. 


HERE is now 1n the Preſs a 

Book Entitled, Sacramentat 

Diſcourſes, Relating to the Lord's 
Supper. By Mr. Johz Shower. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


—" HE vifible Decay of Piety,and 
Evangelical Holineſs , 1s a 

common ſubjeft of Complaints and hard 
ly ever more juſtly than now, with re- 
ſped to the Generality of Charches, and 
particular Chriſtians. All ſerious and 
conſidering Perſons muſt needs reckon 
themſelves obliged on that account both 
to Mourn and Fear. The cauſes of ſe- 
rious Mourning are too many, and 
foo notorious, to be unobſerved by 
thoſe, who have any Knowledge of the 
preſent State of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on in Europe, even among the moſt 
Reformed. The general unacquaint- 
edneſs with the Myſteries of the Gol- 
pel; the reproach of the ſolemn Aſſem- 
blies bythe Corruption of its Dottrines 
1 and 


To the Reader. 
and Worſhip, and the diſhonour call 


#pon its moſt ſacred Inſtitutions ; the 
late terrible Deſolations of the Tem- 
ple and Sanfluary, and grievous ſuffe- 
rings of our Brethren, 7n many parts 
of the World ; the ſhamefull Apoſta- 
Cy of ſo many Thouſands from the Do- 
frine aud Worſhip of the Goſpel, and 
ether confiderations of this kind, which 
might be named, do carry with them 
a loud call to Humiliation and Mourn- 
ing. WT 
But the Practical Degeneracy of 
Profeſſing Chriſtians uato Worldlinels, 
Prophaneneſs, aud Senſuality, doth 
ot only afford matter of Lamentation 
for the preſent, but too much ground 
fo Fear, that the bitterneſs of Death 
15 not paſt; that God's Anger is not 
turned away, or his Controverſie end- 
ed with the Proteſtant Churches. And 
after we have known ſo many 'Thou- 
lands to renounce and abjure their Re- 
Ligion in an Hour of Temptation, and 
fee ſo many more ( yea the far great- 
eſt part, ) in a preparedueſs to Revolt, 
OH 
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To the Reader. 


0n the like or leſſer Trials, by reaſon 
of their vicious Lives, ( becauſe they 
receive not the Truth in the Love of 
it, ) what can we reafonably expect, 


but further Tokens of Divine Diſplea- 


ſare ? 


And how little of any enconraging, 
Proſpect is there, by the ſerious Retor- 
mation of Perſons, Families, and 
Churches, to turn away his Wrath 2 
Where are there any Symptoms of 
the Recovery of the Power of God- 
lineſs, from whence 7 our Age there 
is ſo undeniable a Declenſion 2 ( and 
acknowledged by all Parties that there 
zs ſo. ) How little is to be ſeen of any 
ſuch thing, among thoſe who are moſt 
Forward and Zealous in eſpouſing 
the Reformed Intereſt? even ſuch as 
would be thought of all others to be 
meſt concerned for its Preſervation, 
and have ſuffered not a little for it 2 

The diſtreſſed caſe of our Brethren 
abroad cannot bat move our Bowels 
of Compaſſion, whea we read or hear 
from time to time the Relation of: the 
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barbarous Proceedings of their Per- 
ſecutors. But the ſenſual wicked 
Lives of profeſſedly Reformed Chri- 
ſtians, 1s certainly a more areadfull 
objett to be confidered, and ought ſo 
to be regarded by us, as the Conſe- 
quences of it are much more to be 
feared, than of the fierceſt Perlecuti- 
on by open aud avowed Enemies. For 
the Church of Chriſt ever /o/f et- 
ther Truth or Holineſs that way ;: it 
hath rather been a conſiderable outs 
ward Means, for the preſervation 
and encreaſe of Both. Though this 
cannot be ſaid, but the dire Con- 
trary, concerning Proteſtants perſe- 
cuting one another for leſſer Difteren- 
CES. 


The ſad Effets of it have been ſeen 
and felt to that degree, in weakning 


the common truly Chriſtian Intereſt 
aro0ng us, that now, if ever, there 
v a louder Call than ordinary to For- 
bearance, aud Forgiveneſs, and U- 
nity of Aﬀection ; that our Divi/i- 
ons, with a revengeiul, perſe- 

cuting 


mew 
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To the Reader. 


curing Spirit, may not prove our 
Rutn. 

And whatever Expectations we 
may and ought to have, from the un- 
fulfilled Prophecies, of God's rebuild- 
ing Sion, i the latter days, anil de- 
ſtroying her Enemies; ( which we 
have no reaſon to queſtion but he will 
moſt gloriouſly effett, and ought daily 
ro pray that he woultl haſten it, for hw 
Names ſake : ) yet can we never hope 
to ſee any thing confiderable of that 
ind, in our Time, without a great Re- 
pentance avd Reformation, and the 
more Plentifull pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit for the healing of the 
Nations. 7 therefore wiſh that the 
confident expettations of a ſpeedy de- 
liverance of the Chiirch, may not di- 
vert vs from the preſent Duty we are 
called to, as the proper appointed 
Means, to which God hath direfed 
us for that end. 

Before the deftruttion of Jeruſalem 
byTitus, what was it that did hinder 
the Jews from hearkning to the Voice 
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To the Reader. 


of God and Man for their Preſervati- 
on ; but this Preſumption, that at that 
time their Meſſiah would come and 
fſave'em? And that Day of the Lord 
which is expedfted, ( wherein he will 
plead the Controverſfie of Z£10n againſt 
Babylon, ) how Glorious ſoever 7t may 
be in the Iſle, may be, tis likely it 
will be, \uch, as ſhall diſappoint our 
vain and fooliſh Hopes concerning it. 
God will throughly parge his Temple, 
and pimniſh the men. that-are at Ealfe, 
and terled-on: their .Lees, and. tread 
down the Outer-court of falſe Profe/- 
fors. Therefore all ranks and degrees 
of Men ſhould be awakned to ſerioas 


Repentance. dons 
- Aud are there any hopeful Begin- 
nings-of ſuch a Thing, within view 2? 
Ts there 'any thing '.0n. Foot to be ob- 
ſerved, like ſuch a retrieving of Gol- 
pel Holineſs iz the Hearts and Lives 
of Men? Doth not the Name. and 
Thing grow more and more into Con- 
tempt every day? and who can tel 
bow far it may "proceed, to procure 


Judg- 
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To the Reader. 


Judgment pox any particular Place 
or Country, that ws guilty of fo gene- 
ral, and provotinz a Defection ? 

Ht concerns us therefore, every cne 
to look fo himſelf ; to Repent, and 
do our firſt Works, aud make our 
Peace with God, that we may be found 
within the (mall number of thoſe, who 


ſhall be thought worthy to eſcape the: 


almoſt Epidemical infeſtion, and to 
{tand before the Son of Man. Or: 
which Account, any thing that 1s like- 
ly to awaken Men to conlideration of. 
the great acknowledged Principles. 
of Religion cannot be nuſeaſonable. 


Tea, in ſuch a caſe the meaneſt, and” 


weakeſt Endeavours may be of ſome 
uſe. The Subjedts of the following 
RefleCtions are moſt of them of that 
kind, neceſſary to be attended to by 
all forts of Perſons ; and ſo cannot: 
be too often preſt, though in different. 
Manners. 

The uſefulueſs of. the ſubjeft Mat: 
ter, and the ſmalueſs of the Bulk, 
are two things which are wont. tg. re- 
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To the Reader. 


commend a Book to moſt Readers. 
For which reaſon, I may hope, this 
will be read by ſeveral, who ſuffer 
much better, ( becauſe bigger, ) books 
to lie by them neglefed. Some may 
poſſibly give it the reading, as a New- 
years-gift. And whoever fhall be ſo 
far perſwaded by it as to ſet apart 


ſome Time in the beginning of the 


_ Tear, for Selt-examination, Confel- 


fion of Sin, Repentance, Thank(\- 
giving , and ſolemn renewal of Is 

ovenant with God, (whzch ſeveral 
of theſe Reflettions may not only Cx- 
cite to, but are intended to dire, 
and affift him in, ) I am perſuaded 
he will thank me for putting him in 
mind ( at leaft, ) of fo ſeaſonable 
an Exercife. The greateſ® part of 
theſe Meditations were begun on a 
New-years-day, tho ſome others are 
thought fit to be inſerted, as tending 
to promote the ſame deſigy. But Rnow- 
ing how much eaſter it # to ftir up 
other Mens Devotion, than to com- 
mand and keep alive my own ; "tis 


deſired 


To the Reader. 
eefired that the moſt devout Thoughts 
contained in theſe Papers, may be 
looked upon as. what the Author aims 
at, and would perſwade to, rather 
than what he hath already attained : 
as what he knows he ought to be, 
and do, and doth ſeriouſly endeavour, 
rather than what he is, and hath 
been : heartily lamenting wherein he 
hath been Faulty, or defeftive in ſuch 
dutics, as theſe, and the like Refle- 
lions, do oblige to, and enforce up 
on All, who {hall read them, and 
therefore much more upon himſelf. 

That they were Penn d at \everal 
times, and in occaſional Retirements 
for Spiritual Exerciſes, will, with 
the difference of the Subjetts, be a 
ſufficient excuſe, that ſome are lar- 
ger aud others ſhorter, and that the 
Style 7s in ſome places more neglec- 
ted than in others. If I may hereby 
render any Service to the Souls of 
Men, if any ſecure Sinner, any S-*" 
decetvins Hypocrite, or Beckfl, | 
Chriftian, be hereby awakened, - - 


bs/ © / 


ASL & lt zo >= nin Ou 


, 


' To the Reader. 
any ſerious Believer's Devotion &e 
quickned and advanced, I hope God 
will accept it. To his Bleſlin g 1 hum- 
bly recommend it ; for thoſe Ends. 


SERIOUS 


hed an 


TIME © 


AND 


GASSIALS: 


This World and the Next. 
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SECTION. L 


Of the changeable State, and ſhort Dura: 
tion of Earthly Things ; eſpecially of. 

Man, how little it is conſidered and be: 

lieved ; how ——_— it (bould be. 


—I —— m——— is. — I” NR 
Lo. bt. At — 


Hen I conſider that yeſterday was 

the concluſion of the laſt year, 
and that I now am entred oi1 another ; 
'tis ſeaſonable to reflect ot the mutable 
Condition, and ſhore Duration of all 
Things. in this World, which are mea- 
fixed by Time, That as they have their 
Beginnung, 
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Beginning, ſo they have their Ezd : And 

that the diſtance, or ſpace of Time be- 

tween the oe and the other ts very little. 
Let me notthen, O my Soul ! Rejoyce and 
pleaſe my ſelf too much in New Injoy- 
ments, remembring a Change may beat 
hand, and the End 1s certain. 

Many who were R:ch and Flouriſhing 
the /a/t year, may be reduced to Poverty 
and deep diſtreſs, before the end of rh: 
who are now in a Capacity to relieve 0- 
thers, within a few months,. or a:ſhorter 
ſpace, may be objetts of other Mens cha- 
rity... The Thing which hath been, 1s that 
which may be : and that which hath been 
feen in oneyear, may happen in another ; 
ſo eaſily,ſo quickly may aChange be made! 

Riches may unexpectedly change their 
Own:rs, and borrow wings of a thou- 
ſand Accidents, wherewith to fly to Hea- 
ven for a new Diſpoſal. (4) They there- 
fore ho poſſeſs, ſhould be as if they poſſeſſed 
not ; for the Faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away. Innumerable caſualties may ef- 
fet thar change, which tio human Art 
nrSkill can poflibly foreſee or hinder. 
Affitive unexpected evils attend us 
every where: we cannot promiſe our 
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ſelves Tranquility for a Day, much leſs 
one Year to come. They lay in wait for 
us on every ſide, enter at every crevice, 
and commonly overtake us, when we are 
leaſt apprehenſive of there approach. * 
Man that is born of a Woman is of few days, 
and full of Trouble: He cometh up as a 


flower, and is cutdown: fleeth as a ſhadow 


and continueth not. What then are 
Riches, Beauty, Strength, and Honour, 
the accidents of this Subſtance, which is 


it ſelf but a #5229 / I 
How talfe is Fre Hope of Man, and 
how frail 1s i ;: 2lory ! One day can 


make an end oz al bis Riches and Ho- 
nours. And yer what folicitnde, care 
and labour, to get what we deſire of 
theſe things (though often we do not 
need 'em) and thento keep what we have 
g9tren, and then to excreaſe it, and rhen 
ro defend 1t, and at laſt to exjoy ir, and 
IN a Moment It 1s ſnatcht from us, or we 
ftromit. His Life is but a wapeur, on 
which they all depend: then how much 
lefs are they ? "Fo how fi peedy an altera- 
tion are they fubject ! What numberleſs 
Inſtances of this F090 OC yEeATS <4 XPer IEHce 
furniſh! What fadning Diſappointments 
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4 Serious Reflections 

and unexpected Calamitics have beſialien 
many ſince this Day Twelve-month : 
and multitudes who are now at eaſe, and 
think their Mountains too ſtrong to be 
removed, ſhall meet with ſharper Try- 
als before the end of this year. Alas ! 
how few conſider or believe it, till they 
find it ſo? All men ſhould count upon 
trouble and diſappointment, ſuffering 
and ſorrew in this world ; and he that 
hath the leaſt ſhare, is reckoned the moiſt 
proſperous man ; and yet he knows not 
how ſoon his Portion may be double 

We reckon our foys by the abſence of 
ſome degrees of Sorrow,and Calamity that 
others meet with; and before the end of 
this year, our condition may be as dif- 
conſolate as theirs. 

O -2y Soul ! though I know this to be 
true; though I cannot, I dare not deny 
It; yet how difficult is it to conquer the 
Love of this World, and of this Body, 
to that degree I ought! to undervalue. 
the intereſt of a ſhort, a mutable, uncer- 
tain and troubleſom Life, in compariſon 
of the permanent poſſeſſion of an everlaſt- 
Ing Good ! Though I know that what is: 
earthly and temporal muſt needs be thus. 
changeable and fading ; and that it is as 
true of Man himſelf, asof any thing un- 
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der the Sun; yet how do I ferget what 
Man is! not only murable in his Szare, 
his Body, and his Life, but in his Mind 
roo, foas to love and hate, to chuſe and 
neglect, to delight in, and abhor, ſuch 
things at one time,as he did nor before.He 
doth nor pals the ſame 7udgment, nor re- 
tain the ſame Afeftions at one rime as at 
another. How do I live, as if all this were 
as certainly falſe, as it 15 unqueſtionably 
true? admire, love, fear, truſt in Afar, as 
if he wererhe direct Contrary ro what he 
is, and ſeek' for::Immortality upon Earth; 
and act as.if'Þ were aflured of it, and were 
not lyable to::any Change ; thoughiI ac> 
knowledge and know the contrary. 
Though the laſt years Experience, and the 
obſervation of every day doth convince 
me of it; though all Hiſtory, and all 
the Recordsof the Graveatteſt it though 
all mankind in every Age have found it 
ſo; though it be a manifeſt notorious 
Truth, legible in the various changes and 
calamities, bur eſpecially in the duſt and 
aſhes of all who have lived before us (our 
Graves being often made of our Prede- 
ceſiors Duſt, and the Earth we bury in 
having once be:n living | yet how little 
1s it believed, how ſeldom conlidered ! 


The Confirmation of it which oze year 
O1VES 


gives us, hath little influence on our 
hearts or lives, with reſpect to the zext. 
Weought therefore to accuſtom our ſelves 
ro theſe thoughts, before ſuch changes 
happen, to which our Final change ſhall 
er long ſucceed. 'They will be leſs ef- 
ficacious, ifnever admitted til] our minds 
are oppreſt and feebled by the weight of 
Affliction. We ſhall :hen want that vigour 
of Reaſon which ſhould co-operate with 
the Remedy; and which if ufed before- 
hand, would help to ſupport and ſtay our 
minds under all ſubſequent Revolutions. 
For thoſe Conſiderations may be able to 
fix ant ſtay our minds «der Changes, 
that may not be ſufficient to recover and 


raiſe our Spirits «frer they are dojected 
and fallen, 
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SECT. I. 


Of the Change im Mens Inclinations, O- 
pinions, and Actions which one year 
ſhews;, Hew obſervable it ;s in Others : 
how much more diſcernible in our Selves. 
Honour and Reputation, &c. how un- 
certainly preſerved, and how eaſily bla- 


fed. 


Hat a diſcovery doth oye Year 
make of the Mutability of May, 
not only of his outward Condition, bur 
of the Man 4:mſelf, his Temper, his 
Practiſe, his Inclinations, his Averſi- 
ons, &c, He abidech not at one fay ; 
every breath of wind turns him to anc- 
ther ſhape. We deſpiſe io day, that which 
we adinired yeſterday; and to morrow 
hate the object of our- preſent love We 
begin Friendjhips, and cancel them on 
flight occations; And a mortal Enmity 
often ſucceedsto a tender Attettion: The 
very Perſons who are in one year our 
dariing Fr;ends, and poſlibly deſerved to 
be 
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be ſo, may yet be open Enemres the next, 
and ſeek our Ruine. Lord! what is Man? 
How deceitful and mutabie the Hearr of 
Man ! We know not what other Men 
are, or will prove to be till a trial ; and 
we ate Equally ignorant CONCErning ur 
ſelves till an hour of Temptation. How 
patiently do we think we conld bear Af- 
flicttons till we feel them! how partial and 
miſtaken a Judgment do we make of our 
Wiſdom and Strength in reference to the 
ſuture! we counſel others to Submiſſion 
and Reſignationinthe molt difficult trials, 
and wonder they complain ſoloud ; when 
we our {elves deſpond and ſink under half 
their Burthen ; and ſend up our more 
impatient murmurs to Heaven, when 


God thinks fit to prove us by a lighter 


Stroke. We cenſure and condemn Orhers, 
who are in an higher Station, and are 
called to more difficult work than we; 
when by a little Advancement, and the 
like Temptations, we diſcover that we 
are as vad as they. They who were re- 
puted Humble, Temperate and Religious, 
when they have been Exalted higher, 

become proud,ſenſual,and ungodly. Had 
lome beentold a Twelve month ſince, what 
z9w they are, and ſpeak, and act, they 

wouid have made Hazae/'s Anſwer, An 


{ 
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I] a Dog, that I frrald do this 4 A change 
in the publick Atﬀairs of the Stare, and 
by that means of particular Intereſt s, or 
ſome Alteration of our own private Cir- 
cumſtances (calling us to new Duties, and 
expoſing us to new Temptations) diſcovers 
us more to our ſelves, and to other 
Men, than was expected, and proves us 
to be very afferent from what we--ap- 
peared to be. 

Such a change, for Inſtance, as from 
Poverty to Riches,from Sickneſs to Health, 
from Obſcurity to Honour, from Privacy to 


a Publick charge, &C. or on the contrary. 
Men cannot bear the weight of Tempo-: 


ral Happineſs, but Riches and Honours 


make us to be Other Men, than before: 


we ſeemed to be. How weak a thing 1s 


Man ! that cannot carry his own ſhes, 


without falling under chem : That can- 
not proſper 1n his deſigns, without be- 
ing changed in the Temper of his mind, 
upon every ſucceſs. So true is it that 
Aan in Honour is like the Beaſt thet pe- 
riſheth; And changed ordinarily for the 
worſe, as to ſerious Religion. May we 
not fear, that ſome, who a year ſince 


dared not live 2 day in the neglect of 


Cloſet and Family Devotion, do now 
omit it, for many Days and Weeks roge- 
che 
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ther 2 And that ſome, who once were 
careful to improve the whole Sabbath tg 
religious purpoſes, now place the whole 
of their Religion in attending the pub- 
lick Worſhip, and think 1t enough, not 
for that Day only ,but for the whole Week, 
Under the Afﬀicting hand of God, or 
ſome Apprebenfions of an approaching 
change, or ſenſe of guilt upon great 
Tranſgreſſions, the Convictions of Sin 
are. lively, Cox/czence is ſenfible and a- 
wake, Afetions warm, Reſolutions ſtrong, 
&-c. But alas! how ſoon doth. the caſe 
alter ! our Spirits cool, our Zeal abates, 
our good Purpoſes untwiſt and die, and 


come to nothing. By degrees we re- 


turn to Folly, and boldly venture on that 
Sm, we lately trembled at. Through 
the want of continued ſmart Afii#:ons, 
or of a ferious awaking Mizi/try, and 
friendly faithful Admonition; or through 
the Temptations of vain Company, and 
the remaining Power of fleſhly Luſt 's. SD. 
that we fallihe our moſt ſacred Promiſes 
and. Reſolutions, violate our holy Vows, 
cancel the bonds of God upon us, ſuffer 
the Dewi to re-enter, and prevail again, 
co take poſleflion of our hearts, and yield 
our ſelves an. eafie prey to his Temprari- 
035, tl] our latter end! beworſe than our 
Beginning. Oh 
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Oh what a change doth one year ler 
us lee! 1n Perſons as well as things ! IN 
onr [elves as well as other Men ! And as 
it is with Adan himfelf, ſo with every 
ching that he Values himſelf upon, or 
for which he iseſteemed by others; and 
even his Effeem and Reputation is alſo 
changeable and uncertain Not to In- 
ſtance in Riches, bur in what is nobler, 
Learning, and the Emprovements of the 
Mind by ſtudy ; how ſoon may the vio- 
lence of a D:{e4/e diſturb or ſtupifte the 
w to. that degree, as ſhall reduce the 

reateſt Scholar to the pitied Gondition 
of a Foot or Bedlam? And where is his 
Reputation and Renown, inſucha Cale ? 
Bue much leſs than that will blaſt the 
faireſt Reputation, with the far greateſt 
part of the World: It may be loft by 
unwary miſtakes, by falſe reports, by 
envy and malice, by the fubtle hatred 
of, Enemies, or by the weakneſs and cre- 
dulity of Friends, ( who will liſten to e- 
very Backbiters ſtory » or by one or two 
Indiſcretions of the man himfelf ; and no 
man.can be: certain to ſecure his Reputa- 
tion whiylti-he lives ; muchlefs after he ts 
dead. Who can content af men, how- 
ever he live? And who is well f poken 
of by al when he is dead? Who i is ſo 

eſteemed, 


| 
k 
/ 
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eſteemed, that ſome do not ceſpiſe him ? 
The wiſeſt Conduct cannot hinder byr 
{ome will judge hardly and amiſs. 

How vain and faulty is an Ambition 
to be talkt of after we are dead, which 
will be but by very few,and that very dif- 
ferently, and but for a {tile while. There 
is no Remembrance of former things, nei- 
ther ſhall there be of things to come, with 
thoſe that ſhall come after, Ecclel. 1. 11. 
For how little a while do the proudeſt 
Monuments laſt, that are ſet over the rot- 
ten Fleſh and Bones of many, to preſerve 
their Memory 2 God hath promisd, 
ris true, that the Righteous ſhall be had in 
everlaſting Remembrance ; but it muſt be 
underſtood ſo far only as the frame and 
ſtate of this World, and the Revoluti- 
ons and Viciſſitudes of Time will permit. 
Burt what Good can it do us, farther than 
the Intereſt of God's Glory, and the 
Good of others is concerned in it? The 
Bleſſed will not need it, and the Dam- 
ned have no advantage by it. And no 
Endeavours can be certain of Succeſs : 
For People will talk of us as they pleaſe; 
and their Opinions very .often-change 
from one Extream to the other Bur he 
who hath the loudeſt Fame, ſhall only be 
calkt of &@ /ittle longer than his Neigh: 


bors ; 
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tors; and that by a few dying Men, 
char muſt themſelves be ere long forgor- 
ten, And how ſmall a part of the inha- 
biced World, is acquainted fo much as 
with the Name of the greateſt men in 
Europe ? And how ditterent and contrary 
are mens Opinions and Diſcourſes of them, 
where they are known and talkt of? And 
how many holy excellent Perſons are 
buried in Oblivion, or miſ-repreſented as 
unworthy to live on Earth, whoſe Names 
will be found in the Book of Life ? Our 
Life 1s yet as mutable, and uncertain as 
any of theirs. The Time is haſtning when 
we ſhall be zoo old ro Live, but at any 
time we are o/d enoughto Die. Our Breath 
's 12 our Noſtrils, and though there be 
roon enough for it to go out, we have 
no aſſurance that we ſhall have power to 
draw 1t in again. 


Mt. —— — A. "IR — th FECT i. o_—. A 
hte ht es. MN. a VE—_ 


SECT. [I]. 


Of the Uncertainty of /iwing to the Period 
of anorher year. The Vanity of 7h:s 
Life : The Swiftneſs of Time, and how 


ro bet impr oved. 


i... Ml. _—_—— 
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Now begin : another Year : But whac 
Affurance hate Ito our live it ? I can: 
B not 
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not ſay how ſoon my Sovereign Judge 
may call me hence, and ſummon me. tg 
appear before his Righteous Bar. O ler 
me not defer my neceſſary Preparation 
for Death, which may be nearer than TI 
imagin! Let me mind the Great things 
firſ#, which are of abſolute neceſſity to 
bedone, ſome time or other before I dys. 
This periſhing Body which I have pam- 
ndulged, at the-expence of {6 


the Bleſkedneſs of Eternity! to morrtifie 
the Defire of Great things for my ſelf, in 
future- Years, by the conſidered poſſibi- j 
lity of dying before.the end of :his! Let } 
me look into the Graves of others, and «x 
conſider that this may quickly happen y 
to me, and muſt ere long be my own rc: 
caſe: Let me think what rh Body will © 
ſhortly be, when it hath been ſix or eight &d: 

Ot 

he 

Ez 


days ſeparated from my Soul ; how vile?! 
how loathſome? that I may deſpiſe the 
Beauty, and be dead to the Pleaſures of -: 
the Body, which ſo eaſily, ſo ſuddenly, : : 
fo ſtrangely may be changed. For no *@a 
Glaſs is more brittle, no Bubble more va + 
nuhung, no Ice more diſſolving, no Flower == 

more . L 


( 


forth the /an:ty of 
 perithing ObjeCt, which our Eycs behold, 
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more - fading, no Shadow. lefs ſubſtantial, 
no. Sleep .or Dream * more deceiving, ho 
Seund-more tranſient, nothing'mote vam 
and more uncertain.than Life, on whioh 
all other: things -in this - World depend. 
My days areas nothing, ſaith Fob, though 
they laſted above two Apes. 
There is hardly. any thing very frail 
and feeble, mutable ant} uncertain; but 
the Spirit of God. - in. Scriptufe: ; ſets 
Life by ; as if he would 


teach us by. it, from the Lightof: dvery 


toreflecton our own Mortality. We lloep 
every Night, m..the-oucet: Chambersiof 
Death : And in ſome Diſeaſes S/cep, which 
is the mage and Picture of Death; 1s ta- 
ken away, to give place toithe Original, 

and. make way for death. And-evety 
year,every week, every day are we haſ- 

rening to our final Change; which may 


overtake us: ere WE arg aware: : :Eydry 


day we loſe ſome-part -of ont Lives;:in 
our very: growth from Infancy to: Man- 
hood; our Life decreaſes, and grows tes. 


Exery Pulfe and: Breath: doth: cell us:%ve 
: are baftenimg/'ts . the: End: of Time,: afid 
-calls' upon us'to difpatch:our Work. 


_ Ewe condider”' M began berhe mealure 


| * D;. Donn's Devotions. B 2 | of 
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of Motion, however it may ſeem to haye 
chree Stations; Paſt, Preſent and Fury, 


yet 'the' Fir/# and Laſt of theſe are Not 
(one is not how, and. the other is not 


\ 


yet.) : That which.you call Preſent, ii 


not ow the ſame it 24s, when you he. 


gan to call it ſo in this Line: before you 
ſound that word Preſent, or the Mona. 
ſyllable Now; the: Preſent, and the Now 
is. paſt. If. we conſider Eternity, into 


: that : Time never-entred ; Eternity is not 
an:Everlaſting:Flux of. Time ; but ''Time 


is a\.ſhort Parentheſis in a long: Period: 
and. Frernity had been the ſame, as it is, 


:tho'7ie had never been. If we confi. 


. Blaſt. Every thing-wedo, carries awa 
'fome.vands. of: our little Glaſs of Tims 


chatBreath whereby. we: live; and. w: 
"may not live to prenounce another Sen 


_ der not Eternity, but. Perpetuity, which 


ſhall out-live Time, and be when Tim: 
ſhall be no more. Whar a Minure is the 
Life-of:man to that? How ſoon muſt it 
_ Every. #ord :we ſpeak; is formed 0 


rence,. but the Lamp of Life may be ex, 
emguifht and blown 'out by a ſudde 


and how [little may - remain? Or ho# 
ſoon may the Glaſs be broke ? Our Soul 
ere in our Bodies, -as a little Air inclo 

i 


na thin Buble; 
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how eaſily is that bro- 
Len, and where are we? How many 
who are now alive, in health and -vigour, 
wha deliberate on their Meat and Drink, 
and are curious of Air and Exerciſe, to 
maintain themſelves in: Health,and pleaſe 
rhemſelves with the Dream of Years to 
com?, ſhall never -ſee another New-years- 
Jay ? It may be not another Month, or 
week, or morrow ? Many have promiſed 
themſelves great things on the morrow, 
but dyed before Night : Ler me not ſay,” 
I ſhall- nor die z45 Day, when I may 
; Bis Hour $'and_*tis but oxce for all, there 
15,No umending an i11 Death; by another 
Fryal. '*© When TI lie down to ſleep; T 
* hope to riſe ſtronger and freſher, and 
* fitter for work; but I know withal, 
*I may riſe-no- more. And may. not 
* my Name be on the Roll of thoſe 
: who ſhall zext be called, at leaſt ſome 
** rime.:4:z3 Near 2 Let me not then neg- 

* lect or: fooliſhly delay my Prmcipat 
' Buſineſs, to provide againſt a Change, 
* which 1s inevitable, but the time of 1t 

** altogether doubtfull.Ought not myfhrſt 
* and chieteſt Care be imployed to make 
*© My peace with God, (.He alone can be 
* my happineſs to his . final Judgment 
* I am haſtening : His Favour alone can 
"F1 i £1VE 
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** give me fuppore and Joy In a dyin 
* Hour : To his Mercy I muſt cruit, when 
< I leave this World, and can have na 
_ ranches more. by any thing. jn 

t:-) that he may merciſully receive my 
th Soul at Death and be my Everlaſting 
cc * Parcion? Do I know imy Life is thys 

* vain: and tranſient, and ſhall I nor fe. 

© riouſly. improve it to-ſfuch a Purpoſe? 
** Shall has Thoughts leave no Impreſ- 
- ſton ypon me ? Dol breath continually 

©in:this Element of Vavity, and yer. for- 
, where T am,. and remain tnſenſible; 

* of. 'fo_'neart a: Change ?.. Shall.. the 
* Thoughts paſs: away: as a: vaniſhing 
”" Cloud. and. diſt}. no :ſaftening drops 
« on.my Soul ? Shall the Image of fDeath 
« whach meets'meevery where, be only 
< lke arappearing:Ghoftior Phaneaſm, 
*©that ftart})6þ and ſcares a little; bur-is 

*preſencly gone,-.and no. more conſider- 

. ed? Oh! lec me now remember to:make 
© Ge my Friend, and ſecutean:intereſt in 
” 'his-Ecernal Mercy, whilethe Day laſts; 
., yea, while my Reatbn and Ge Nand: 
*-Ing are free; and not diſturbed and 
** clouded byFear and Pain;and.theDifor- 
” ders of the Body, as commoniy: chey arc 
* m:Szckneſs, if God ſhould vouchſafe me 

* that Warning, which yer I may not 

| = (Cc prom 


ce 
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* promiſe my ſelf to have, for I may be 
*© cut oft by a Sudden Stroke, before the 
* end of ths year, I now begin. 

And how great and neceflary a Work 
have I to do in ſo ſhort and ſo uncertain 
a Portion of Time? endleſs joy or Miſe- 
ry will be the conſequence of ſpending 


_ this preſent Iime. My ignorant Soul 


muſt be inſtrutted, my carhal Heart re- 
newed, many falſe Opinions muſt be un- 
learnt, and finfull Cuſtomes changed, 
and powerful Luſts mortified, and ſtrong 
Temptations overcome, and many Gra- 
ces to be obtained, exerciſed, ſtrengthen- 
ed and preſerved, to pleaſe and ferve, 
and glorifie an Holy, Omnipreſent God, 
my Soveralgn ; and expreſs the Thank- 
fulneſs of my Heart and Life to Chriſt 
my Saviour; and is all this nothing ? Is 
not all my little haſty 7:me too little for 
ſuch a ork? to prepare for a ſafe and 


comfortable Death, in order to a bleſſed 
Eternity ? 
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SECT. IV. : 


Of the ſeeming Difterence, between ſo my 
ny Tears Paſt, and 1he {ame number f 


Tears tO Come. 
| CE Eh 


OST yy ——_— R __——  —, 


Hen I look back on the preceed. 
ing Years of my Life, how eaſily 
can I graſp them all at once? they are 
even as jeſterday when tis paſt. But fg 
many Years tocome hath ſomething great 
and vaſt, which fills my Thoughts, and af- 
fedts my Mind, after another manner, 
Such is the difference between paſ# In- 
joyments, and the Expectation of future, 
{.et me ſuppoſe the ſame term and dura- 
tion of Years, and yet how different are 
my Apprehenſions of what 1s pa/#, andof 
what is. yet to ceme! Things paſt by are: 
membrance of ſome remarkable Paſſages, 
when they happened, ſeem to be preſent 
with me: But not knowing what may 
happen in the ſame number of Years 
to come, I have nothing whereon to fit, 

my Thoughts. Or the Reaſon of this Dif 
ference may rather be, that Men in this 

degenerate and neceſſirous State ( with 
unſatished Defires reaching atrer Happr 
n:1s, and ſenſible nothing preſent can : 
fol 
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ford it, and knowing by Experience that 
nothing paſt could have done it) are 


eagerly delirous of Felicity ; and becauſe 


we know not but what is to come may 
procureit, we hope it will ; which makes 


the Time ſeem long, by reaſon of .our Ex- 


pectation and Deſire of Good, Whereas 
che foreſightof Evil, andthe Expectation 
of that, lorne years hence, makes the Time 
rather ſeem ſhort, and near at hand: So 
many years to come, 1n the expectation 
and deſire of Good, are long and tedious ; 
ſuch Hope deferred melts the Heart ſick; e- 
ven tho' "tis of that ſort, as muſt needs fail 
our expectations. 

Prepare me, Lord! for what thineun- 
crring Counfel ſhall pleaſe to order, as 
to the remainder of my Time on Earth; 
and ſutfer me not to count upon a great 
number of Nears ro come, fince this, for 
ought I know, may be my laſt: neither 
ork me expect Reſt and Happineſs in this 
World, which nothing Temporal can 


afford. This is not the ſtate or ſeaſon, 


wherein, by any promiſe of God, I am 
encouraged to hope it. Andif fry or 
t hreeſcore years to come, be tho ught {o 
greata matter, and really? is ſO, as to our 
ſtay on earth; Oh what apprehenſions 


ought I to admit concerning an endleſs, 
B 5 evVer= 
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everlaſting State ! Eſpectally deing as ex. 
rain of the- latter, after Death, as I ay 
uticertain about the former ; whether (g 
many Yeats be yet to come before my 
Death. 'Ler me not hereafter be ſo pre. 
pofterous,' in'my Solicitude, Cares and 
Fears, as to be anxious for to Morrow, 
atzd yet be thoughtleſs of Eternity. 


FOR ENG,” 7 09” Toes "ty 
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TEC TE... 
The little' Portion of onr Time on Farth 
conſidered, by «Compuration of the Life 
of Man, from the number of Years and 
Hours. 
T Hink, O 2y Soul! how ſhort is that 
© Life at longeſt, tnade up of Yeats 
and Monrhs, and Days; ſuch little parts, 
aid yet in number few. Well therefore 
may it deexpreſt, as I find m Holy Writ, 
by Tears of number, That is, ſuch as may 
ſoon be numbred. When a few Years art 
cone, faith Fob (4), (or the Nears of num- 
ber, asit1 the Original) I ſhall gothe way, » 
hence I ſhall nor return. By the year! 
an Hireling, which were hot above 
F Fee, If. 16. 14, We, uſually compute 


(a) x6. Tob-22, It, Exch. 16. Ita. 10.1 9, 
Three- 
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Threeſcore and ten Yeays, to the Life of 
Man: Let me ſuppoſe four/core. 'The Bed 
with moſt imploys one half; and hardly 
one in thirty doth reach the Age of Se- 
wenty Years. And (e) they who hve to 
ſuch an Age, do yet complam how foon 
ris done. Ignorant Child-hood and heed- 
leſs Youth, and infirm old Age, may be 
ſuppoſed to take up a third part of that 
Time. In either of them very little of 
the great Ends of Lifeare anſwered. We 
ordinarily begin to reckan our Lives from 
our Birth ; whereas for a good while at- 
rer, we know not whether we are alive or 
no, but are beholding to others ro make 
the account for us. When we firſt come 
to the ſteady uſe of Reaſon, or what we 
call the Years of Diſcretion ; how few are 
there, but from the Prejudices of Educa- 
tion, from the Corruption of Human Na- 
ture, from the want of Experience, from 
che Infeftion of bad Company, how few, 
I fay, but ſpend their younger Nears in 
thoſe things, which afterwards they are 
aſhamed of, when Experience hath taught 
them the Wiſdom of Men? How great 
a part of our remaining Time is taken uþ 
in the Neceſſities of Nature, about Food 


—— — ow ow ————— Mb CB EE » G—_—_ eta 


(ec) Finter-Evening Conference, Gopf. ” 
all 
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and Rayment, and in lawful! Cares, to 
ſupport the Body ? and how much more 
chan needs, in pampering, dreſling ang 
adorning it ? Out of the / mall remainder, 
how muchis imployed in the concernsof 
a Family, and near Relations, 1n particu. 
lar Callings, in neceſſary Civil Bulineſs, 
and in getting, keeping, or improving an 
Eſtate ? Beſides all the Timethart ts ſpent 
in Recreations, viſits, unprofitable Dif: 
courſe, impertinent Thoughts, Journeys, 
Sickneſs, and innumerable other Occali- 
ons, ſome allowable, ſome unavoidable, 
and many needleſs? After this, how lir- 
tle Time remains wherein to cultivate 
and improve our Minds, by Languages, 
Arts and Sciences, or the knowledge of a 
Trade, &c. How /:ittle then after all, 
may we ſay, 1s left for the matters of Re- 
{igion? for Devotion to God, and ſerious 
Preparation for another World ? 

Alas! how ſmall a number of Years 
makeup the Life of Man ! and how ſmall 
a Portion of that, is mployed about the 
Principal Buſineſs, for which we were 
born, and for which we live? We divide 


Time into Paſt, Preſenc, and Future : But 
: the P aſt 1s not now ours; the Future 1s 
not yer, and the Preſent now is paſt, CTC 


the ſound be pronounced. And yet this / 
al 
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all the Time allotted us wherein to ſecure 
the Blelſedneſs of Eternity. How many 
Hours more of our little Time might 
be impraved than commonly are by 
the Beſt ? In every Year there are 8775 
Hours: If we allow the greateſt half for 
ſleep, and necellary attendance on the 
Body,and take but 4000 Hours for our 
Work and Buſineſs of conſequence : How 
poor anaccount can moſt Men give of all 
theſe 4000 Hours in every Year ? not one 
hour In /cverr, not one IN rex, 1sordinari- 
iy devored to God, and the purpoſes of 
Religion. Should it not affect us, ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider this? eſpecially if we 
remember, at what an «ncertainty we are, 
how ſmall a number of Days and Houts 
do yet remain. This Year, this Month, 
:bis Week, this Day or Hour may be my 
laſt. What an unſuſpected Accident or a 
ſuddain Diſeaſe may do, I know not : Buc 
this Il know, that there is ſcarce any thing 
that hath not killed ſome Body ; an Hair, 
a Feather, a Vapour, a Breath hath done 


 1t, and when the Apoſtle Fames asks the 


Queſtion, IVhat is your Life ? He anſwers, 
It 1s even @ Vapaur, that appeareth a littte 
while, and then vaniſheth away. 


Of 
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SECT. VI. 


EE 


Of the Retlemption of Time, how precious 


29d valuable a Trealure it is, and will '$ 


be thowpbt ro be, when 71s too late. 


: 
— 
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S rhe Life of Man ſo ſhort and fleeting; 


our Days on Earth fo few, and ſoun. 
certain, how careful] ſhould I be to ma- 
nageevery Hour, endeavouring to match 
the Swiftneſs of Time by my celerity, and 
diligence to improve it? I can have no 
Buſineſs of greater or of equal Moment 
ro mind, than to ſecure the Happineſs 
of my Soul in another World. And ſhalt 


1 laviſh my Time, atid loſs my Pains a- 


bolit things unneceſſary ? What will all 
other. Buſineſs ſnifie in the end, if this 
benegleRted ? Is there any: Intereſt more 
weighty, that calleth mefrom ſuch work? 
Is there any thing els that ſ6 well de- 


ſerves my Time? That may be pur into 


the Scales, or weighed in a balance a- 
gainſt this? Shall Ererniry, which com- 
prehends all Time, have the leaſt ſhare 
vf my Time. allotted for irs concern 
ments? How little a pare of ty Time 


| hath been hitherto employed in ſuch 


Work | How reaſonable, how neceſſary 


'S 


ro PTY Fan! 
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151t to redeem the little Inch of Time that 
yet remains, but haſtens to a Period ? 
For as there is no Covenant to be made 
with Death, ſono Agreement for the Ar- 


reſt and Stay of Time; it keeps its pace 


whether I redeem, and uſe it well or not. 
- The greateſt part of out Life is deſign- 
edly employed to avoid Death ; we ear 
and drink, and fleep, and labour, and 
reſt, that we may notdie; and yeteven 
by theſe we haſten ro Death. Every 
Breath,' every Pulſe, every Word leaves 
one lefs of the number, which God hath 
appointed me, and Carries away ſome 
Sanus of the Glaſs of 7ime ; and yet how 
little care is taken to employ it well? 
We ſeldom value it, till we can nolonger 
uſe it toany advanrege; and though we 
know it cafi neither be retarded in its 
motion, or recalled wheti paſt, yet of 
nothing are we mbre prodigal. Yea, 
how tnatiy complain of it as a Burden, 
andknow tot what todo with their Time, 
are exceedingly at a loſs wherein to em- 
ploy it, what to do to be rid of it? But 
alas! how near is that Change, when 
they ſhall think nothing toodear toputr- 
chaſe fottre few Grams of thar Sand, 
which now ſeeth too many, while they 
ate paſſing through their mth - ? 
= aw 
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ſad will be the review of our loft 
pi of ret Time? How different an 
Opinion of its Value ſhall we have on z © 


(! 


ſick-Bed, or when our Time and Hope , 


ic gone? How many Weeks, and Days, 
and Hours, O my Secul, have Irrifled away 
:n Sloath and Idleneſs, in fooliſh Mirth, 
and hurtfull Company, in vain I houghts 
and impertinent Diſcourſe, in exceſs of ? 

Jeep, and needleſs Paſtimes, Feaftings, * 
inordinate Care to adorn: the Body, or - 
gratifie the ſenſual Appetite? All that ( 
which. is paſt is irtecoverable; and the 
ictle remainder flies apace. How quick. | 
ly will it be gone; How ſoon, how ſud- | 
denly,may an unexpected Stroke of Death 
conclude it ? And yet this Is all the op- 
portunity I ſhall ever have, to make my 
Peace with God, and. prepare for the e- 
verlaſting World... 

Did we, conſider it as we ought, we 
ſhould not fooliſhly throw away fo 
much of it in Trifles, and things imperti- 
nent, or what is worſe: How much more 
might we redeem than commonly we do? 

To how much better purpoſe might we 
busband it ? How : much more work 
might wedo, were we never idle, or did 
not after 2 We might walk far, did we 
not oiren and till, or go Out of our way. 

| We 


on Time and Fternity. 29 


We ſee it plainly bv rhe great and ex- 
cejlent Effetts of fome few mens Indu(- 
ry inevery Age. Art hath found means 
to ſet Spies and Watches as it were on 
the Sun, that he cannct look out, but 
they take hold of his Shadow and force 
it totell how far he is gone that day : an& 
yet while we are curious in making Time 
give a juſt Account of it ſelf to us, how 
little do we conſider the account of our 
Time, which we muſt ſhortly give to God ? 
Oh that ſuch a Thought might effectu- 
ally perſuade me to redeem it! that I may 
not tarry til! the end of Time to know 
the worth of it! Let me not undervalue 
It, while 'tis given me to be uſed, that T 
may not eternally regret my Folly, 
when Time ſhall be no more. 

God calls me to Diligence and Labour ; 
the ork he calls me to 1s excellent, and 
the Rewardgloriousz to know, and love, 
and ſerve, and obey him, in order to E- 
ternal Life ; and ſhall I yer be idle? Is 
this the Uſe and End of all my Time ? 
And do I know 1t, and believe it? Dol 
indeed believe it, and yet delay and loy- 
ter, and waſt my precious Hours in va- 
nity? Am I going into Frern:ty, and en- 
rring intoanother World, and know that 


I muſt be in Heaver or H-!! for ever, ant 
have 
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have I Time tO throw away? Am1g 


ro die, and to appear before my Jadge b 


or am I not? Am I made meet for He, 


ven, by pardoning Mercy and ſanCtify. a 


ing Grace ? Have I the Earneſt of th 
Spirit to witnels and allure me of ir?ls my 
Intereſt in the Promiſe of Ecernal Lif: 
25S firm, and my Evidence of IC as Clear, 
as it may be made ? Am I not conſi. 
ous to my ſelf, that much of this necef. 
ſary Work is yet to be done ? And ſhall 
ſuch an unprepared Soul as mine, be 
careleſs and indifferent how I ſpend 
my Time? 


ou — 
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SECT. VIL. 


PRE _———_— yy 


Of the Ordinances of Heaven, Day and 


Night, Summer and Winter, Seed-tin 
and Harveſt; their order and [ucceſſicn 
et avliſht by God, is the effe& of Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. What they 714) 

,. i= 


—_— - nf nin he otwoed Er an_ 
. 


\ X { Hen 1 confider the beginning of 
+ another Year, I can hardly avoid 
reflecting of its ſeveral parts, Summer 
_ Winter, Spring and Fall, Day and 

gat, and their alternate Turns, This 
Fob eto oblerve,and admire his Eternal 
oW<rand Godhead, Wiſdom and Truth, 


who 
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1 1 & who is the Great Author of this admira- 
Uge ble variety ; Who hath fixed the Earth 
Hez with his Foot, and hanged it on nothing. 
tify. and ſetled the Luminarics of Heaven for 
the Excellent Ends : The Sun to. Rule by Day, 
Sy and the Moonby Night, thereby ro diftin- 
fe guiſh Times and Seaſons,to ſeparate Day 
ear and Night, Winter and Summer, and con- 
Ui ſult the convenience of Man and Beaſt,by 
cel. their due ſucceſſion. The Day 1s thine, the 
all Night alſo is thine, thou makeſi Summer 
be and Winter: How wonderfull is their 
nd Order, Beaury,and conſtant Courſe; that 
when the Sun withdraws, and the ſha- 
— Fd4ows of the Evening: cover the Earth 
- -with darkneſs, to-conclude the Day; the 

2 ' Moon and Stars ſupply the place of the 
7 abſent Sun, during the Neghbt : and that 
n tho they difter in leogth, 'yet graduatly 
e leffen, tillcheyare both equal ar the years 
; end, and have made the ſame Circuir. 
| How excellent a work of God 1s. that 
quick ſucceſſion to one another? The ſup- 
poſition of a-perpetual night, is a diſmal 
gloomy thought.O what will the Everlaſ\: 

ting Darkneſs of the Infernal Priſon be ! 
Fhe Sun by day enlightens the Earth, 
directs our- motion, guides our way, go- 
verns our Travail, affiſts Converſation, 
awakens Induſtry, warms the Earth, oo 

Ir 
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Air, gives lie, and vigor, and fruit 
neſs to all chinNgs under the Sun Nr 
makes the whole Inferiour Sruathg 
0 reJPYCe: An Embiem of God's uhj. 
verſal Goodneſs, who 1s kind to all i 
Creatures. How admirable 1s its Lads! 
how'glorious is Its Lighr ! how oh, 
doth it proclaim his Power.and Wiſdo ( 
who made this, and the. other Lights a 
Prog his powerful Word, and os 
;\ oy hitherto by his daily Proyi- 
If God be now ſo glorious, C 
plated in his works, .<ar ok 
tre of the created Sun, viewed " 
tec | a onl 
through the Windows of Senſe ; ws 
much more glorious will he appea - her 
after, when we ſhall ſee hi pra 
en. all ſee him face to face 
pconkan. Fg a betwixt us and his 
abie Li 1 « 
to look upon A Toe 
Mmacceſſib'e Light muſt he d Sp 
the Father of Lights? If ch; phat who 1s 
che common receprac| q his Brie fade 
gr ah-/ e of his Friends and 
vouchſafed them Co” | Seton 4 
dies; O. what a f ag 19 ora thred 
Wikis Gals. A com will Heawen be, 
any, but the Gloy = Marne 
and the Fab 4 J of God ſhall lighten tt, 
e the Light thereof? 


\V hile 


Itty). 


RR W bile 1 thus conſider .the-Sun; andthe 
OM ' Day, 1 muſt not chink the: Nig bs ts -uſe- 


'Unj. 
I his 
Itre 
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leſs, : which diſcovers another.part of: the 
Heavens, not diſcernable. by Day, wiz. 


the. Stars. and--Planets, refreſhing the 


the Earth, cooling the Air, giving necel- 
ſary Reſt to the Creatures,Gc. Their or- 
der, motions, aſpects, oppoſitions, influ- 


-ences;, :are. all uſeful, and inſtructive. 
The. agreeable. mixtures of | Light :and 


Darkneſs, .the regular ſucceſſion of:Day 
and Night within a few hours, are exceed- 
ing wonderful;'and; advantegeous. In 
other parts ofthe World, where rhe:Sun- 
beams are moredirect, and. its heat.exce(- 
ſive, God hath made amends by rhe 
the length of the »ighr, (under the Equi- 
noCtial Line it is always Twelve hours) 
and in the more Northern parts, where 
he Influence of the Sun is weaker, the 
days are proportionably longer. So good 
is God to all his Creatures, in-all parts 
of the 'world ! As the Morning and Even- 
ing. anſwer to.the day of Twenty four 
hours ; ſo doth Spring and Autumn to 


the Twelve months of the Year, that we 
* mdy.not paſs'tmmediately frorh one ex- 
. treamm' ta another,burt gradually be.diſpo- 
ſed for fo::great a:change, as is between 


SUMMer and Winter, and Winter and 
Sum- 


" — 
— 
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infinitely. wife' is Got, in all his Works pr 
o\that we-cannot 1ay, one part. of thc 
Year /is' imore \neceflary than-:anahe , 
'The #iureris as uſefull for the goad'of th, £01 
[Univerſe, as the Summer: In bis wean, i; 
fupplied with what is necellary to'main, f 
rain usiin that. And-che aumirable. fy W 
ation of che'Sun (molt probably ):inthe cc 
'Center of the World; teens. much! t is 
contribute tavic.: If ir had-beenaca ft. 
ther diftance: 'from:us,: our Earth xvould 
have:been ins mannerdeſolate ; becaus 
che influence of, the: Sim:coutd : npt have ( 
beenconfiderable:Andifichad:beennear- 
ef; the Starsiabove would have: wanted 
Light; and this Earth under been burn: 
up. 'Fhe: Excellent order. which :it hath 
now' obeyed: for  abore fix.. Thouſand 
Years, is-alſo: wonderful. -: 'Fhe Sun.ne 
ver ftod-1tf}; bur once, and: that by a 
mired; 'Tho' much-inftrior .to that of 
its daily Progres.” Whata ſubjects here 
ro-admirerhe Power, Goodnets, Wiſtom, 
and Fawhfulneſs of God ? lord:! hat s 


of8"cheir beauty 
ed their ddotfoms ; 
may 
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may I not hence learn to confider, and 
"ks prepare for my own approaching 
FrxChange 2 In proſperity, healrh, and eafe, 
"I and lite, to expect, and make provifion 
the for crouble, ſickneſs, pain, and Death ? 
Car as every wiſe man in Summer would do 
Min. for Winter ; and work with all my might, 
Ity. bile 'it :5 called to day, while the Liphr 
"We continues, becauſe the Night of darknef; 


' to isat hand, when none can work, *-. 


OR A —————————_— 
- SECT. vINl. 

ne Of Evils to be expetted is this Year; the 
I- IViſdom and Mercy of God, in Conceal- 
w ing from «s the knowledge of future E- 
il VENntcs. 

! —- — ——— —_{Q—_— cy — 


] ye: only few, and uncertain, but 
| Ewvil likewiſe axe the days of the 
Tears of my Life, may every one fay,with 
the Patriarch Farcob. A ſufficient porti- 
on of Ewil for every year may well. be 
expected, when our Lord tells us, there 
is a certain meaſure allotted for every 
day. Sufficient to the day is the- ewil of #. 
Not only is our Life ſhort, bur trouble- 
ſome, full ' of vexations Mixtures. We 
cannot ſing a Requiem ro our Souls, when 
oxe great Calamity is paſt; for we know 
| not 


I I ts 
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not in this Region of Changes, but an» 
ther, a greater may be at hand. One Mel 
ſenger of ill News may ſucceed and out 
doanother, asit was with 7ob. We come 
weeping into the World in a moſt help. 
leſs, forlorn, ſtate; and if we eſcape the 
dangers of Infancy, and the caſualties of 
 Childhoed; and after that, out-live the 
Snares and Follies of Youth, we are tofi 
upon the Pikes of 7ime and Chance, and 
ſaddenand ditquiet our ſelves with a thou. 
ſand Griefs and Sorrows, by inevitab(; 
and unexpected occaſions; though w 
increaſe thenumber of needleſs Cares ang 

Fears, and Diſcontents; Till at length 

2 ſudden ſtroke arreſts us, we fetch ; 

groan, and die. 

Who can give a Catalogue of the Af 
flictions and Calamiries, Perplexities and 
Diſappointments, Incumbrances, Crofſ, 
and evil accidents of Humane Life ? By 
means: whereof Millions are diſconſolate 
and ſad, mourn and complain, weep and 
ſigh, and from day to day are fed wit 
the Bread of Afﬀiition, and the water 


 Adverſity. Not to mention mens fluctu- * 
ating reſtleſs Thoughts of Heart, impor- 


tunate .Deſires, . batfled Projects, defeat: 
ed Purpoſes, which ſuppoſe or bring 
VEXAllOn. A good ſhare of theſe is not to 

be 
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be avoided; and yet very few can be par- 
ticularly foreſeen. Vo could prognoftt- 
cate a year ago the Mercies, or the Eviis, 
which have happened ſince? Publick and 
private, perional and relative, to the 
Countries, Cities, Families and Perſons 
we are concerned for ? And who can cer- 
tainly torttel the Events of this eniuing 
Year ? God hath intermixr Good and 
Evil inthe Life of Man: He hath ſet Pro- 


[perity againit Adverſity, ſaith Solomon, 


to the end, that Man ſhould find nothing 
after him, F.ccleſ. 75. 14. that he may not 
know what ſhall come next, whether a 

Proſperous or a Calamitous Event. 
What a change may be made in a year 
by the meer Caſualty of humane Events ? 
by the treachery of Friends,or the malice 
of Enemies, or the more nnmediate Hand 
of God ? We know nt what ſhall be on the 
AMorrow, much leſs what a twelve Month 
may produce. Becauſe whatever may 
be dilpoſed to happen, from natural 
cauſes, or civil counſels, may be altered 
by a particular decree of Providence. 
Prepare me, Lord ! and every of thoſe 
in whoſe Felicity I more eſpecially take 
part, for all the Calamities and Sorrows, 
thine infinite Wiſdom ſhall think fit to 
exerciſe us with, this following year: 
'% an 
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and by thy merciful] Providence. and 
acious Conduct, cauſe them to work 
for Good : Furniſhing us with ſuitabie 
firength and wiſdom, to acquieſce in thy 
god Pleaſure, and obey thy Will. Let 
me follow thee, as the Father of the faith: 
tal, tho' I know not whither thou wilt 
lead me. Knowing the wiſdom and faith- 
fulnefs of my Pilor, let me tnerein be fa- 
tisfied, though I know not particularly 
what courſe he will fteer. 

I thank thee, O Heavenly Father ! that 
thou haſt referved che knowledge of {u- 
ture Times and Seafons to thy ſeit, and 
hid Events from Men ; Leſt by conſi- 
dering them Certain, we ſhould preſume 
in caſe they are Good ; or ſhould deipair- 
ingly aMiCct our ſelves, by foreſecing the 
Evil we know. to be mmewvitable. Did we 
certainly foreknow tne Geod that would 
befal us, we ſhould nor Tru/# in thee to 
bring it to paſs, or heartily implore thy 
Care and Conduct. Did we foreſze the 
Evi/s we ſhall ſuffer, before they over- 
tike us, we ſhould be overwhelmed with 
Eiftidence and Deſpair. Many a other 
who rejoiceth at the Birth of a Soy, 
would mourn to foreſee what a Man, 
what a Son he will prove. Such an im 
chenſe of Knowledge would increaſe 

Sor- 
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Serrow; ſuch a Preſcience would tran- 
ſport and diſcompole us, by «nſeaſonable 
Foys and Sorrows, born out of Lime ; 
make us remiſs in our Duty to Thee; and 
weaken our Dependance on thine own 
unerring Wiſdom, Truth, and Power. 


—————___——— es — 
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SECT. IX 

The Suppoſition of dying this Year, ſhould 
be improved: the conſequence of redeem 
ing Time, and providing for Eternity 
farther preſt. The Folly of Elder Perſons 
:s condemned and checkt from the Exam- 
ple of Children. *7:s adviſeable to fa- 
miltarize the Thoughts of Death, and 
to imagine before-hand, what Apprehenſz- 
ons of things we ſhall then have. 


_—*—— _ 
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T HE longeſt Life is but a day mulri- 
plied ; and who can certifie, or aſ- 

ſure m2, which will be my /a/?? He only, 
who was God as well as Man, could fav. 
Aline Hour 1s not yet come. Is all my Lite 
given me to reſolve this Queſtion, H7e- 
rher I ſhall be in Heaven or Hell for ever 7 
And have I any time to lofe, and fquan- 
der away, as ſuperfluous? have I any 
more than needs ? 'Tis no impoſſible or 
unreaſonable Suppohrion to make, thar 
I may dye this year. Let me admit that 
© 3 Thought, 
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Thought, and imagine my ſelf on a Bed 
of Sickneſs, wearied with Pain, and reg. 
dy to leave this World : the Phyſicians 
gone, deſpairing of my Tecovery : my 
Friends about moe weeping : and all 
things in a doleful melancholy Poſture, 
ſuited to ſuch a ſtate ; feeling within my 
ſelf the preſages of Death; expecting 
the final ſtroke, in an hour or two 
more : What is hen the valve of ſenſual 
Pleaſures ? can I then reliſh or favour 
them ? what then is Honour to me, who 
ſhall never go abroad more to receive it, 
cill carried to my Grave? will it zher 
comfort me to have lived in Reputation, 
and Applauſe, if my Heart was not hum- 
ble under it, and the Honour of God 
promoted by it? can Riches and a great 
Eſtate ſupport me, when I am juſt pack 
ingup, for a removal to the other World! 
In that hour will it be any ſatisfaction, 
to have made a ſtir and noiſe for a few 
years upon Earth, to be talkrt of for 1 
white longer than other Men? arethel 
the things, my dying thoughts will be 
Moſt concerned to reflect on ? 
© Theſe dignities, pleaſures, and polk! 
tions offered to a dying Man, would 17 
ther upbraid than tempt him ; they cone 
WY late, as a Pr inces Pardon to a Mal 
whok 


ſel: 


1 ra 
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whoſe Head is off. Die Imuſt, and ap- 
pear befo.e my Judge, to anſwer for all 
that T have received, and done tn the Bo- 
ay. Fool that | was (hall I then too juſtly 
ſay to my ſelf,) not ro have conſidered 
chis much ſooner ! not to have provided 
for it at a better rate | mv Sins ſtare me 
in the face, my Conſcience tells me LI 
am not ready for ſuch a Trial : 1 have 
lived a ſtranger to ſuch thoughts as now 
I cannot refuſe, and which ſhould have 
been admitted ſooner. But if to ſuch a 
ſtate, any hope of Mercy may be grant- 
ed, (tho' it be unſpeakable little,) yet I 
cannot promiſe my ſelf any ſuch warn- 
ing by ſickneſs. The /lceping Virgins were 
called at Midnight, and ſo may I. Where 
canl pitch my Tents on Earth, to be ſ&- 
Cure againſt a ſudden remove J 

Lord! make theſe Thoughts effetual 
to prevent my loſs of prectous Time,which 
at ſuch a ſeaſon, will be eſteemed preci- 
ous,tho now it be not. O how /:f:,how 
ſhorts my Z:ime of Trial, in order to E- 
rernity ! how difficule, how Important 2 
work 2s It to prepare for an Everlaſting 
State / What is all this World, how little; 
how meer a nothing, to a departing Soul! 
and ſhall I after ſuch Reflections, conti- 
nue to purſue ſhavows, and p:iecaſe my 


3 ſelf 
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->if with empty dreams ? when being 
near my final Judgment, the commyn 
wiſdom of a Man requires me to ming 
c in good earnelt ; and be more folic. 
-015 about it than for any thing Tempg. 
12 O in what maniner will Death open 
my Eyes, by ſhutting the Windows of 
Senſe! How ſhall I chen fee the nothing. 
| neſs of what is but Zempora!, and the 

| reality of what is Eternal ! | 

We ſometimes laugh to ſee the vanity 
of little Children, whoare greatly pleaſed 
with painted toys, and buliiy imploye 
[ about trifles. It extoresa ſinile to ſee then 
| eager, and induſtrious, and mightily ce 
b: cerned in their childiſh ſoorrs : ta & 
chem ſigh or weep for little things which 
| we deſpiſe : to obſerve with what ſollic 
| tude and care they'll raiſe a litcle fabrick 
which three Moments after they chen: 
ſelves pull down, or would otherwil 
eumb.e of its own accord. We laugha 
theſe, but ſhould weep over our ſelvs 
| as the greater and elder Fools ; who at 
. every whit as filly, yea infinitely more 
4 that confidering we know' the trailty" 
eur preſent Lite, and can look beyo" 
i the Grave to another World, ſhould !* 
miſpend our precious time 01 thilf 
wiichcannot profit; and pleaſe our oy 
wil. 
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with what is ſo unſuicable ro our Age 
and State; and ſuiter our Paſſions to 
work with violence, for a thing of nought ; 
and our greateſt d1.12ence, care,and zeal, 
to be exerciſer on things | IMPCertinent and 
vail ; that are veriſhing in themſelves, 
and can contribute nothing to our Eter- 
nal weliare. Any : 04 non LS, with re- 
ference to all that Yen rol and labour 
for with the ode? of an immortal 
State ? 

The voluptuous SadJucce will not re- 
fuſe the preſent gratification of his ſen- 
ſual Appetite, becauſe he is uncercain 
of another day. Let us eat end drink, for 
to Morrew we dye. Should not the ſame 
motive quicken my Diligence in a better 
work? and becauſe my Lord may come 
ſuddenly as a Thief in the Night, immedt- 
ately prepare to meet him 2 Let me now 
theretore, O my Soul ! look forward to 
the end of Life and Time! and {o let me 
elteem,and ſeek, and chooſe, and do eve- 
ry thing in the firſt place, which then 1 
ſhall with I had! Let me do nothing now, 
which | verily believe I ſhall then be 2- 
ſhamed, or ſorry to reflect on : that by 
thinking what a condition I ſha!l then 
wiſh to have my Soul in, I may now pro- 
vide my felf, much better than 1 have 

4 done 
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done hitherto. That whi'e I am in the 
greateſt probability of tiving, I may ſup. 
poſe my change to be near, and 1o not 
dare to do any thing, but what I would 
or might do, if I were in the preſent ex- 
pectation of death. To this end, let me 
go down to the Potters houſe, deſcend to 
the conl(ideration of my Mortality, and 
dwell among the Tombs; remembring 
the' e Egyptians built themſelves better 
Tombs than Houſes, becauſe they were 
ro dwelllonger in them. Let every Nights 


repoſe, ſerve me as a memoral of my /af# 
ſleep ! and let my Bed ſtand for the mo- 


de] of my Coffin This is the only way, 
to be dead to this World; to be able to 
judge, of things now, as we ſhall do after 
Death, according to immutable Eternal 


Truth. 


yn non POST — SC oor ect EEC or ena mm mnns mmm 


The Brevity of Life conſidered as the fruil 
of Sin. There are but three ways of leav 


ng this World,as Abel, adam, or Enoch. 
A diligent improvement of Time farther 
preſt : and the neglet of it bewailed. 
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T7" ſhortning of our Days. is the 


fruit of Sin, All the Funerals that 
have 
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have ever been in the World, have bee 
cauſed by Sin. We dye becauſe we have 
ſinned, and vet we ſhould not fin as now, 
if this were not forgot, that we muff dye. 
From the firſt Tranſgreſſion ot Adam we 
derive our dcath ; and therefore ſome of 
his Poſterity lived longer than he. Which: 
proves that the lengthning of our Days. 
is the peculiar Gif of God; and yet 'tls: 
ſuch a Gift, as was more deſired former-- 
ly, than ſince the appearance of Chriſt: 
for we read of none in the New Teſta- 
ment, fince Life and Immortality is brought 
to light by the Goſpel, who deſired a long: 
continuance here on Earth. 

Were wedelivered from $72, the ſting 
of Death, by having made our Peace 
with God in the Blood of Jeſus, Death: 
would not be frighttul, or put on ſuch a 
ghaſtiy Vizor, as to moſt it doth: But 
we are uncertain of our fuſtification, we 
waver between hopes and fearsas to our 
final Sentence ; and are conſcious to our: 
ſelves that we are not ready for our great 
Account. This makes Death fo tersible. 
Conſidering with all that it is inevitable, 
the way of all the Living. For tho? the 

urſe be removed, and the ſting be taken 
out by our B Saviour ; ſo thar the. Souls 
of Believers are ſate, and ſhall nor. be 
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YYorld, muſt leave it by one of thoſe 
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toucht by the /econd Death : yet God hath 
not taken away the ſtroke of it from the 
Body. Tho? a Chriſtian 1s aſſured of de. 
liverance trom Hel], he is not exempted 
from the Grave, as his paſſage to Hea- 
VENT. 

Prepare me, Lord: by the free Re- 
miffion ofall my Sins, and make me meet 
for the Blefled Inheritance, by fanctify- 
inz Grace : and then thy Time is beſt ; 
Thy Holy Iill be done. No matter then, 
whether my Death be vi/err, or what 
we call Natural, It will be one of the 
:2y0, for I can't expect to be Tranſlated, 


- by a miraculous change, as Holy Ez0-5 


was: and as they ſhall be, who fthall be 
found alive in the\World, when our Glo- 
rious Judge ſhall come again. 'There 
are but thoſe three ways of leaving Earth: 
and the Three jirſ# Men of whoſe depar- 
ture we read in Scripture, are Inſtances 
of all Three. Abel of a violent Death, 4- 
dam of a natural one, and Eroch of a 
Tranſlation. The variety and order of 
their Departure, as one obſerves, is very 
admirable, and deſerves to be conſider- 
ed. For all Mankind muſt follow one 
or other of thoſe three Examples. Eve 
ry Manor VVoman, thart is born into the 


three 
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three ways; Fither be cut off by a w1o/ent 
Death, as Abel, the firſs Man who dyed: 
or dye a z.taral death, as Adam aid, who 
was the /econ: or be tranſlated, as Enoch, 
who was the third we read of. 

But though I know that within a few 
years at fartheſt I muſt leave this V Vorld 
by one or other of theſe ways ; though L 
have been dying ever ſince I began ta 
live; am Dead to the laft year, and to 
all che preceding Portions of my Time ; 
and know withal, that what remains will 
quickly paſs and be gone after the ſame 
manner; yet how have L overloved this 
Body, as if I ſhould neverlive our of it ! 
and ter my Heart and Afections on this 
VVorld, as if I ſhould never remove to 
another ! and trifled away my precious 
Time and Life, as if a change would ne- 
Ver come !: 

Thar few do ſeriouſly admit ſuch 
thoaghts 1s too evident, by the general 
courſe and practice of their Lives. For 
to what hazards do Men expoſe them- 
ſelves? what pains willthey take? what 
Inconveniences will they bear? with 
what unwearied Induſtry will they toyl 
and labour, to get a little Money, or 
Honour in this V Vorld, tho' they know 
Aot but they may be called out of ir, be- 

fore 
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tore the end of his Year? And yet the 
ſame Perſons are remiſs and flothful a. 
bout a future Lite ; neg-1gent and uncon- 
cerned about an Eternal ſtate ; careleſ; 
and indifferent, yea ſottiſhly ſtupid, a- 
bout the welfare of their Immortal Souls, 
Henceforward, O my Soul ! whatever 
others do, let me reſolve to live in the 
expectation of a Change, which I know 
iS certain, and may be very near. 
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Of the Expectation of Another Life. 
The Vanity, and Miſery of Man #n his 
Beſt Eſtate, if there be none. The [a- 
tisfacory removal of that ſuppoſition, by 
the Thoughts of God, and of Eternal 
Felicity in hs Bleſſed Preſence. 
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E T me retire. a little, O my Soul : 

and bethink my ſelf, what a World 
this is ; what Men defign and ſeek, and 
do and ſuffer; wich what falſe and 
feigned Joys they are pleaſed, being on- 
ty happy by compariſon; and with what 
real 207 rows they are afflicted; what in- 
nun-rable diſappointments, fickneſles, 
( and as troubleſorre remedies, ) dangers, 
labors, pains, and calamities of all ſorts, 


Mult: 
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Multitudes groan under, and loudly 
complain cf ? and what little unworthy 
ends are purſued by all that do not ſeri- 
ouſly ſeek Eternal Reſt? and how often 
fruſtrated? And withal conſxler the 
Cares that diſquiet us, the Errors that 
deceive us, the many Temptations that 
aſſault and overcome us; how buſlle we 
are about Vanities; how often deject- 
ed, and melancholy for the breaking of 
a Bubble; how eager and induſtrious to 
purſue a Shadow; active-and in earneſt 
to deſtroy our ſelves, and one another ; 
and then reflect on the Malice, and Cru- 
elty, the Filthinefs, and Impiety, and 
great Corruption, which aboundsevery 
where ; whereby God is diſhonoured, 
and provokt to Anger ? after this what 
a Theater of Tragedies, muſt this World 
appear ? what an Hoſpital of Sick, and 
diſeaſed, or rather diſtraited ' Perſons ? 
How ſhould I be tempred to ſay, Lord ! 
winy haſt theu made ali Men in vain? In 
vain indeed, If I could not look from this 
Sea of troubles,to the Haven of Reſt;from 
this dark Priſon, to the Region of Light ; 
from this deceirful, troubleſome, and de- 
filing Eari, to a Bleſſed , Everlaſting 
Heawven : For verily, if there be no World 
but this, every Man m his beſt Re 0 

this 
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this World, is altugether Vantty, Selah, 
P/al. 39. 5. 'Tis a certain undoubred 
Truth, the prefixed wer:ly tells us © :; 
4nd that ir deſerves to be well conlider- 
ed, we learn from the concluding Selah, 
Every Man is Vanity. Not the Inferior 
arts of the Creation only ; But Maz 
the Lord of all: And Every Man, every 
Adam trom himſelf, to the laſt Man thar 
ſhall by ordinary Generation deſcend 
from him. Not the Ignorant, Poor, or 
Wicked only, but a// the Individuals of 
this 5pecies. Young or Old, ftrong or 
weak, beautiful or deformed, rich or 
poor, high or low, good or bad, (in re- 
ſpe:t of the Body, and this pretent Life,) 
every one is vary; and this is true, ſup- 
poſe him in his Beſ# E/fate, not only in 
helpleſs Infancy and Childhood, or in 
decrepit old Age, not only in pain, and 
poverty, and diſgrace ; bur in his moſt 
ſetled; moſt flouriſhing, moſt envied, and 
admired condition upon Earth; in the 
midſt of ſtrength and wit, and honour; 
when at e/#, as to body, and mind, and 
outward Circumſtances; when he looks 
faireſt ; when he ſhines brighteſt; in the 
height of all his Glory, with the great- 
eſt likelihood of a Continuance ; yet rhe 
he is but vanity, In his frame, in his 
tamper, 
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temper, conſtitution, inclinations, acti- 
ons, and imployment; he 1sa meer Sha- 
dow, an empty, mutable, inconfiderable 
thing, and notto be accounted of. His 
heart, his head, his imaginations, rea- 
ſonings, deſires, purpoſes, projects, hopes 
and fears, are all Vanity; and altogetber 
Vanity, in all the parts, and kinds, and 
particulars of it. He not only may be, 
but he 7s /o, inhis beff Eſtate: if this World 
be his Be/#; if this be our A!!, and nothing 
more to be expected after death. 

And how ſhould ſuch a Reflection ſtrike 
me to the Heart, to ſuppoſe that after a 
tew years are ended, I muſt return to 
my firſt Nothing, and my very being be 
(f) ſwallowed up of Eternal Death ' 
what ſatisfaction can I then take in any 
preſent Enjoyments, if an Eternal Anni- 
hilation be art hand, when I muft bid a- 
dieu for ever to all that I now poſſeſs ? 
What delight can I have in the ordinary 
comforts of Life, with this Belief, thar 
within a year 07 two, it may be to Mor- 
row, I ſhall fink into the duſt, and exift 
no more? What Pleaſure in any thing 
with this diſmal Expectation? "The more 
flouriſhing my condition is in this World, 
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the more ſhould I dread to loſe it, if no- 
thing better, nothing at all, can be in- 
joyed after Death Some Phitoſophers 
have 1gnorently urged ſuch a conſiderati- 
CN asan Ant:dore againſt the fear of death; 
bu: the admiſlion of it may rather deprive 
a Man of all the comfort of Life. What 
then is the advantage of a Wiſe Man a- 
bove a Fool ? the exerciſ: and improve: 
ment of our nobieſt Faculties, would ren- 
der us more miſerable than others, if No- 
thing be expected, and certain, when this 
Life is over. Not only ſenſual, but in- 
rellectual, pleaſures would be diſturbed 
and deſtroyed by ſuch Thoughts ; that 
very ſhortly, the next Year, or Day [ 

muſt difappear ; and all my Injoyments 
and Hopes be utterly and for ever loſt 
with my very Being. 

Were the caſe thus, (which ſuch Con- 
ſequences CvINCe It 1s nor, ) it were bet- 
cer tor moſt Men they had never been 
Born ; whether their condirtition here be 
Profperous, or Af{flicted. For what Com- 
fort or quiet can any Man have in Plen- 
ty and Proſperity, when this frightful ap- 
prehenſion of an approaching end is & 
ver preſent? and what conſolation cal 
It yeild a Man, who is aMidted and Ca/-- 
mtu, and yet loves lis Life above all 

things; 
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things; to think that he ſhall not ceaſe 
ro be miſerable, but by ceaſingtove? And 
what is become of all Religion, if ſuch 
a thought be entertained ? All devotion 
ro God is thereby extinguiſhr, all che 
reſtraints of voice removed, the Flood- 
gates of Impiety opened, the encourage- 
ments of Vertue, the rewards of Holt- 
neſs , the Foundation of "Tribulation, 
and ſuffering for righteouſneſs fake , all 
atonce taken away. Lord! confirm my 
Belief of the inviſible future ſtate of Re- 
wardsand Puniſhments ! and let not Sad- 
duciſim and Infidelity damp my zeal in thy 
ſervice, or rob meof the comforts of his 
Life, which if I have any ſolid ones, 
muſt ſuppoſe the hopes of a Berter. 

Let others therefore, O my Soul ! who 
expect not an Everlaſting Heaven be- 
yond the Grave, place their atteCtions 
on Earthly things and mind this Warld, 
as if there were no better, no other. Lec 
thom who doubt, or disbelieve the pro- 
miſed rewards of Eternity, take up with 
what they mult ſhortly leave , and 
labour for the Bread thar periſheth. Bur 
lince I profeſs to believe and ſeek the L:fs 
Everlaſt:ns ; let me Qaily entertain my 
{elf with the hopes of it, and let all the 
Hattering dreams of what 1s deſirable upon 

Earch, 
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Earth, give place to nobler and better 
thoughts. Let me derive my Principal 
Joy, from the promiſe and exneCtation 
of that future Felicicy, and endeavour 
nothing more than a mectneſs to partake 
of it. O my God, my God! thou art my 
Life, and Fo;, and Portion ; in thee, and 
In thy love, all my delires, and hopes 
are anſwered, and all my wants ſuppl 
ed. However Ev: this World is made 
by Sin, yet thou art the infinite and ſu- 
pream Gooas, How mutable, how un- 
certain, how periſhing ſoever are all ſub- 
lunary things ; yet thou art the rock of 
Ages, the fountain of everlaſtaing Life, 
and haft annoineed another World, and 
another Life, when this is ended, where- 
Mm thou wilt be better known, and loved, 
and ſerved, and honoured, and commu 
nicate thy ſelf more aburdantly than now, 
to thoſe, the deſire of whoſe Souls is to- 
wards thee, that believe and love thee, 
that partake of thine Image, and are d6 
voted to thy Fear. The affurance. 0 
this and nothing elſe, will anſwer the 
objection of the preſent vanity and mijer) 
we are ſubject to. 


Thi 
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T he conſideration of the Death of others, 


eſpecially of Relations, Friends, and 
Acquaintance, how ts ve iaproved. What 
inſftruftions we may learn by the ſight of 
a dead Carkals, or a Deaths Head, 
and the uſual Metto on it : and what by 
the Death of Holy Perſons, to quicken 
eur deſtres to be as they. 
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Ath divine Patience added one year 
more to the number of my Days, 


when ſo many others were removed by 
Naaarkh the /zaA Voar? Aithores whom 4 
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few Months ſince I knew in vigorous 
health ; wiſer, ftronger, more hkely to 
hve, and to anſwer the ends of Life than 
me; ſome of them, my near Refations, 
and ufeful Friends; im whoſe converſe L 
took delight, and promiſed my felf ad- 


vantage by their Company, and Exam- 


ples; Bur they are taken, and I am lefr. 


. Thy Ho!y IWill, O Lord! is dune: and 


rey, who were prepared, are inknice 
Gainers by this my Loſs. Quicken my 
preparations by following their Piery, to 
meet them in thy Heavenly Ningdor. 
Lec thy long-ſutfering lead me to Re- 
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pentance : and ſufter me not to {light 
thy warning by the Death of others, to 
expect my own. Lord! cure my Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs, and practical unbelief; 
and by all fuch admonitions of thy Pro- 
vidence, teach me to polieſs, and uſe 
this World, as knowing I muſt ſhortly 
1eavelt; and let not the thoughts of my 
Mortality wear off, afloon as the Fune- 
ral of my Friends is over. 

Every year ſome or other of our Ac- 
9#uaintance Arop intothe Grave,we attend 
them thither, and lament, it may be, for 
a few days, their departure and remo- 
val; but conſider not, that others will 
ere be long do the ſame for vs; it may 
before ths year is ended. Oh how ſoon 
do we forget our deceaſed Friends, and 
our (elves, who are likewiſe dying ! and 
count upon a long Life, which we can- 
not reaſonably expect ; and hug the en- 
joyments of this tranſitory World, as it 
our preſent ſtate would laſt for ever: 
Will nothing but our own diſſolution, et 
fetually convince us of our miſtake, and 
folly, in this particular ? 

Thoughthe Arrows of Death fly con- 
tinually round about us ; ſometimes over 
our Heads, when Superiours are taken 
away ; ſometimes fall at our Feer, when 

Childretl 
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Children and Servants, and Inferiours 
die; ſometimes on our Lef: Hand, when 
an Enemy is cut off; and while I am 
pleaſed with that, in that very hour, it 
may be, another Arrow on our Rzght 
hand ſtrikes the Friend of our Boſom and 
Delight. And can we ſee all this, that 


great and ſmall, high and low, friends 


and foes are ail Vanity, and drop down 
dead round about us; and ſhall we not 
conſider, that we are as Vazn as they, and 
muſt ſhortly follow ? Shall] we not by 
a Chriſtian Chymi/try extract Spirits out 
of theſe dead Bones? and by thefe Ex- 
amples learn the End of «11 Men, andlay 
it to Heart? 
Whenever I ſee the Funeral of ano- 
ther, let me think thus with my ſelf ; 
why might not I have been that Man or 
Woman, that is now carried to the 
Grave? If we had been compared a few 
days ſince, 'tis probable I ſhould have 
been thought as likely ro have been his 
Monitor, by dying firſt, as he mine. By 
ſuch an improvement of theſe warnings, 
the requeſt of the rich Man to 4braham 
were in great meaſure granted; for 'ris a 
call from the dead that ſpeaks loudly to 
us, to conſider our ſelves, and prepare 
in time for ſo great a Change: and ſay, 
as 
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as the Prophet to Hezrekiah, Ser thin 


houſe in order, for thou ſhalt dye. 
Can we look upon a Deaths Head, and 


Not remember what we ſhall ſhortly be; 


may not much be learntfrom its common 
Motto? Sum quod Eris, Fueramque quod 
Es. 1am that which thou ſhalt ſhortly by 
and have been that which thou avt now: 
chat is, I have been as gay and jocund, 
as-brisk and merry, as proud and vain, 
as rich and. great, as careleſs andſecure, 
as honourable and as much eſteemed. at 
beautiful and as we!l beloved, as witty 
and as learned, as Thou art or canſt be 
vow, 1 valued my felfas much upon my 


_ Eftote,and Trade,and Health,and Beau 


ty; upon my Educatioh , Profeſſi-n 
Imployments, Parts, Friends.,, Family 
&rc. as thou aft ever done, or canſt do: 
1 lived in eaſe and pleafure, in mirth and 
jollity ; I minded the World as mud 
and indulged my ſelf as much in fer 
ſuality; and. was as careful of my Bo 
dy, pampered and pleaſed my Fleſh, a 
much 4s thou, and thought as little of: 
ſudden Death, and prepared as hictle fa 
ſuch a change, «as 1hou doſt; but now m} 
dry Bonesare lookt upon with contenp 
and ſcorn, but thou ſhalt ſhortly retu 
ro duſt, and be as vile asI am. , 
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It cannot but aftect us, did we conlj- 
der it, to ſee divers ſharch'd away in their 
Toiith, and outward Proſperity ; and in 
the midft of their Sz and Folly, withour 
any viſible figns of rrue Repentance : Or 
In terfible anguiſh and horror for their 
paſt c1imes: And yet how few do take 
the warning, carefully to prevent the 
like unhappineſs? O Lord ! preſerve 
thoſe ftrong Convictions, thoſe ferious 
Thovet:ts, thoſe holy Reſolutions, thoſe 
lively Apprehenſions of the Lite to come, 
of the Evil of ſin, and the Terrors of thy 
wrath, which the Sight of dying perfons 
hath ar arry time awakened in my foul ! 


 O the El:quence of a djing Sinner, to 


perſuade oo Repentance ! Even when he 
hath loſt his Speech, and lies gaſping, and 
trembling, on a bed of fickneis; breath- 
ing out his laſt faint breath, and paſling 
into the other world, to anſwer for the 
crimes and follies of a wicked Life ! 
Lord! revive theſe thoughts upon imy 
Soul, and let me feel the power and in- 
fluence of them, in the hour of 7 er-pra- 
tion, and In every time of need! And 
let the conſideration of the death of Be- 
lHievers, the Bleſſedneſs they are thereby 
entred mro, and the Holineſs they are 
polſeſkQ of, quicken my deſires and dili- 

7Gnce 


att 60 Serious Reflettions 
gence to prepare to follow. When] 
think where they are, and what the 


} are doing, what is their work, and whsz 
T1 their ſtate, what their continual imploy 


ment, and what their enjoyments; an 
how different from ours; I cannot by 
q: wiſh to be with them; to be as they are 
and do- as they do; to know, and love 
and praiſe God as they. They are not hin 
__ dred by ſuch a clog as this Body is to ws 
If or tempted by their ſenſes, appetite an 
fancy, to ſin againſt him: they complai 
not of a ſeducing fleſh, unruly paſſion: 
low and difordered thoughts; of Tempo 
| ral Affictions, ſpiritual Deſertions, th 
'F ſnares of the World, and the malic 
[| and ſubtilty of the Devil: Ye who an 
| Pilgrims and Travellers are expoſed ti 
I theſe difficulties, and ftorms which th: 
are freed from. They are now repo): 
Cing in the light of Gods countenance 
and ſhall never queſtion his love more, 
while we are in Tears and Sorrows, 
2roaning to be delivered. 

But think, O »2y ſoul ! that They wer 
lately ſuch as We are now. They wen 
members of the militant Church, befor: 
they entredintoJoyand Triumph. The) 
had their conflicts and difficulties, thei 


hour of Temptation, and time of Trial, ; 
W 
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we NAavVe ours. They Were ſlandered, and 
perſecuted, and ſadned, and ciſappoint- 
ed, as their Followers are: They went 
to Heaven the ſame way, and got the 
victory after the ſame manner, by Re- 
pentance, and Faith,. and humble perſe- 
vering Obedience. They were ONCE ime 
perfect as we are now; and complained 
of the Body of Sin and Death,and ſtrug- 
lings of unmortified luſt, as we do: And 
were ſometimes i8 the dark about their . 
intereſt in the promiſe, and walked hea-. 
viiv by the hiding of Gods face, and 1in- 
dured Tempration,. even «as we. And as 
we have nothing to do, or ſuffer, but 
what they met with; we have the ſame 
cncouragement, that adminiſtred to their - 
ſupport; the ſame God and Saviour, the 
lame wav and rule, the ſame aſliſtance,by 
the aids of his Holy Spirit, offered tous; 
the ſame promiſes, and the ſame rewards 
propoſed, which they enjoyed, firſt in 
faith and hope, and afterwards in fruiti- 
on. Yea they paſled through rhe dark 
valley, and ſo muſt we : Their Earthly 
tabernacle was difſolved,and ſo muſt ours 
be. We muſt expect to go the ſame way 
ro Reſt and Glory ; and wait Gods Time 
tor our admiſſion. We muſt finiſh firſt 
the work which God hath for us to do 
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and ſuffer, and then all Tears ſhall be 
wiped from our eyes, we ſhall grieve », 
more, we (hall /in no more, but be as the 
Angels in Heaven, or as the Spirits of 
the Juſt made PerfeR. 


ee ig 


JECT; XI. 


What Influencethe confederation of Eternity 
would have wpon our Hearts and Lives, 
sf /oundly believed and conſidered. F/- 

 pecrally if the ſuppoſition of Dying this 
year be annexed to it. 

x 7 Ith what Humility, Mortificati- 

'YV on, and Self dema], what Seri. 
eufnefs, Warchfulneſs, and refolvecd Con: 
ſtancy, would every Chriſhan live on 

Earth, did he att always under the in- 

flyence. and power of a confirmed Faith 

concerning the Life ro come 2 We 
ſhould: not then grudge at a little labor, 
or boggle at a few difficulties in our 
way. Whar tho! I meet with: injuries 
and' affroncs;. hardſhips and inconvent 
ences; Being now itt «- Foretgn Comm), 
and every day T live, one dates journeF 
nearer tny Eternal Home! Shall 1 no: 
patiently. bear momentany ooITows, 
white E believe Lam haſtening ys 

F ops 


Mug 
WW 


on Time and Eterntty. G3 


Foxs? Did Look more tothe Everlaft img 
World, ſhould not I make the ple:ting of 
God, in arder to my Eternal weltare, 
the great buſineſs of my Life ? Should 
I not ferve the Lord with more fervency 
of Spirit, and be better fortihed againſt 
che fears of man, who can but hurt and 
kill the Bedy, nor that nenher, withour 
the permiſſton of God ? Should I not or- 
der all my affairs, anſwer all Temptati- 
ons, morrifie inward Luſts, live in the 
Exerciſe of Grace, and in circumſpect 
perſevering Obedience, In order to it £ 
Shouid I not watch moreover my Hearr, 
and Lips «nd Ways, be more diligent to 
trim my Lamps, more crucified to this 
world, more careful to cail my ſeif fre- 
quently roan account,and renew my Re- 
pentance? Would not my converſe be 
more uſeful and editying, my dicoufſes 
more ſavory and full of Religion, my 
Prayers toGodmore humble and earneſt, 
my Charity to men more unfeigned and 
extenlive, and my preparations every 
way more ſuitable to ſuch a F+h, and 
to ſuch apprehenfions of «7 Everlaſting 
States Could we carry the thoughts of 
Eternity about with us every day, and 
often admit them in our civil and ſecular 
affairs, did we repeat it frequently to our 

D 2 ſelves 
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ſelves, at leaſt eVery Aorning, as ſoon as 
we are awake, that we are near Etern;. 
fy; this grain of Incenſe would perfume 
the whole Temple; and be an Anti- 
dote againſt inward Luſt, and impure 
thoughts,againſt the infection and defile- 
ment of bad Company, and the /nares of 
worldly Buſineſs,and do much to prevent 
vain and ſenſual actions, and to cure vain 
aftections. 
Did we believe it, and believe it near, 
ſhould we not take as much pains to ſe 
cure Eternal Life, as we ſce Men do to 
get riches? Should we not uſe the fame 
diligence, care, and circumſpection, the 
ſame prudent foreſight, watchfulneſs, 
and perſeverance, to prevent Everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction as others do to provide a- 
gainſt Poverty, and to live in Plenty 
little while on Earth? Should we not 
rejoyce as much in the promiſe and 
hopes of it, as others do in the proſpe:. 
and expectation of ſome Eaithly Advan- 
rage? Lord! I confeis and bewail the 
weakneſs of my Faith. How often have 
I concluded, and faid, that Heaven alom 
is the place of Happineſs, and yet M} 
carnal Heart is too much atfeted witl 
Earthly Things! How often have 1 


ſolved, (upon the conviltien of ihe OY 
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of the Eternal World, ) to mind this leſs, 
and toaffett and ſeek it no more asT have 
done ! and yet my fooliſh Heart 1s han- 
kering after it ftill, O crucihe my affe= 
tions to things below ! and let the be- 
lieving Thoughts of the next Life, ren- 
der me victorious over all the Tempta- 
tions of rh;s, Pardon and cure the ſtag- 
gering trembling Thoughts of an unbe- 
lieving Hearr, by greater meaſures of a 
iively Faich That my delires may be 
ſtrong and urgent; and my diligenco and 
ſtedfaſtne(s in the way of Truth, be ſome 
way correſpondent to this important 
Article. Let me live only for Ererniry, 
hope for nothing but Eternity, deſign 
and intend nothing as my chief end, but 
Eternity, and ſeek and mind nothing in 
compariſon with Eternity |! Did we be- 
ileve it, how would every thing in this 
World be lookt upon as eligible, or fit 
to be refuſed, as It is like to be an help, 
Or an hindrance, with reference to Eter- 
211ty, welſhould then endeavour todo no- 
thing unbecoming ſuch an ExpeRation. 
Conſidering this Woridas our Paſſage,and- 
nc invifible furure World as our abidir 

C.untry, where weare to dwell for ever ; 
Wharever we meet with here, whether 
[weet or bitter, eaſy or troubleſome, plea- 
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ting or ungrateful, we ſhould not much 
matter, but as ir relates to hereafter, 
And were I certarn I ſhouid have no 
longer time of Trial in order to this F- 
ternal State, than 25s oze year, Which is 
now begun: it a Melienger from God 
ſhould convincing!y allure me of it ; what 
would I not do to prepare for Death, and 
ſecure the intereſts of Eternity? With 
what remorſe and deep Repentance ſhould 
I reflet on the Fo//ies of my paſt Life? 
With what importunate cries ſhould I beg 
Forgiveneſs? How patiently ſhould Þ bear 
Calamity, for ſo ſhort a time? How little 
ſhould I value the favours or frowns of 
Men? How circumſpect to improve every 
Seaſon of doing and receiving good ? How 
careful to avoid Tempration,and how reſo 
lute in refifting it? DidI verily believel 
bad no longer time to live on Earth,than 
76s one Year at moſt : how inſipid would bt 
the olter of carnal Mirth, vain Paſtime, 
ſenſual Diverſions, idle Company, &*! 
how ſhould I value every Hour, ever) 
inch of my little Time, under the appie& 
henſion that Eternity is at band? On) 
Soul ! Shall I make no proviſion againf 
the poſſibility of ſuch a caſe? Is nor MY 
Change as certain, as if it were this ye", 


as it it were to Morrow? tho' ] am 
Certain 


little 
ns of 
very 
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certain it is ſo near, nor certain but 
may be. Let me then /eck firf the King- 
dom of (God and his R1ghteou, neſs: |ct me 
fix it well, and make it clear, that I have 
ſecured my great Concern, and arn ready 
for a {ſudden ſummons, 
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Huw a Good Man may improve and encou- 
rage himſelf, under the Suppolition of 
dying this Year, even i the moſt uneaſy, 
and WRGSfbr aje Circumſtances. 
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|| May dye this Year : then all my y Cares 
and Fears, if I am R:ch, all my Sor- 
rows and Calamiries(as to this Wortd,)if I 
am Poor, will die too. I may dye this Year :: 
then I ſhall have no more Enemies, no 
more Sickneſs, and which is infinitely 
berter, I ſhall Sz» no more, 1 muft ſhortly 
ate, it may be, this Year ; but there ts no- 
orher way to come to a bleſi:d Life bur 
by dying; and my Saviour hath dyed for 
me, and he thit believes in him, - fthall 
never ſee death. He lives wno was once 
dead, yea he lives for evermore, and 
bath promiſed, that I ſhall be wich him 
to behold his Glory. He hath the Keys 
of Death and Hell: He is the Reſurre- 
ction.and the Life; he hath removed the 
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ſting of Death ; and I need not fear ; 
conquered Enemy. If I aye this Year, ] 
mult quit the Company of all my dear. 
eſt Friends on Earth ; but I ſhall gg «© 
better Company above; and if they are 
the Friends of Chriſt, we ſhall ſhortly 
”eet again, and love one another in ; 
better manner than now,and never more 
be parscd. 

I may dye this Year : mv Friends and 
Enemics may dye too. Let me enjoy 
the ove as mortal dying Perſons, that muſt 
&er long leave me, or | them: and not 
fear the other, who may ſo ſoon Periſh, 
and quickly be uncapable of doing meor 
others Miſchief. 

1 may dye this Year : Let me not then 
think much of Temporal Sufferings, of a 
ny Evils which may ſo ſoon be over. Ol 
what would condemned Sinners in the 
other World .give to be able to believe 
and fay ſo of their Sufterings : 

I may dye this Year; and can I wonde! 
that] am ſometimes S;c> and in Pain,and 
that my Body is out of order ? Am1I nd 
Mortal, and dwell in an houle of Clay 
which muſt ſhortly moulder into Dult: 
and is it any thing ſtrange, that ſuch s 
craſy Building doth ſometime ſhake, 7 


need repair, and threaten a diffolurign 
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'Tis a greater wonder, I am any time 
well: That ſuch a Body, compounded 
of ſo many little parts, and fo eaſily dit- 
ordered by innumerable accidents,ſhould 
be in Health, is hardly leſs to be admi- 
red. than that an Inſtrument of a thou- 
ſand ſtrings ſhould be kepr in Tune. 

I thank thee, O heavenly Father ! for 
the many advantages of Sickneſs, to 
weaken the power of Sin, to humble my 
Pride, and cure my Worldlineſs and Sen- 
ſuality, to reduce me from wandering, 
to empty me of Self-conceit, to awaken- 
the conſideration of Death and Judg- 
ment, to impreſs the Thoughts of the 
Vanity of this World, and the Eternity 
of rh= next, to aſliſt me to mortifie the 
Fieſh, to rule my Paſſions, to exerciſe 
Pacience, and quicken Prayer, and try 
my Faith and Love, and excite my dili- 
gence to redeein [ ime, and convince me : 
of the Worth and Uncerrainty of it, and 
thereby promote my Preparations for 
my final change. "The Great Apoltle by 
dying daily, had as many victories over 
this World, as he lived Days. Oh that 
I might ſo far walk by the ſame Rule, as- 
every day to think of providing for my 
{aſt ! and in Healch to do that which in. 
>1ckneis I ſhall wiſh I had done ! 

D 5 I 


# 


-. 
—_—_ - _ _ 
4 — 
— —_— .. —  — ns = - — 


-O Serious Reflections 


I may dye this Year : It may be by ſome 
redious painful Sickneſs, ſome trouble. 
ſore and loathſome Diſeaſe. Burt Gag 


y 
; | hath promiſed his Grace ſhall be ſuffici. 
il ent; he will make my Bed in my Sick- 
i neſs; and put under his everlaſting Army 
ﬀ for my ſupport ; and not ſuffer me to be 
l rempted above what I am able: he will 
| encreaſe my Patience and carry me thro' 
Ii the pangsof Death, and the dark Valley, 
| and when Heart and Fleſh fail, be the 


66, ftrength of my Heart, and my Portion for 
i may dye this Year : What if it ſhould 

be by an hand of Violence ; if for Righte- 
| ouſheſs ſake, in defence of the Truth, 
| for a good Cauſe, and a good Conſc: 
| ence, and my Peace be made with God, 
and 1 am accuſed for doing we!l, or 1nno 
cent of the Evil which is laid to my 
Charge ; there is ground enough for en: 
couragement and ſupport. Thouſands 
my Betrers have met with che like,whoſe 
names are precious and renowned. IN- 
numerable Chriſtians have dyed by tht 
Sentence of # Fudge, with more Chear 
fulneſs and Joy, than others, or it may M6, 
than they themſelves would have done, 
dy the ſentence of the Phyſician. The 


Torture of many Diſeaſes is un! peakab) 
mo! 
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more formidable, as to the meer Pain : 
and for all elſe, the Righteous Lord who 
loveth Righ eouſne{s, will clear my It- 
regrity, it it may beſt ſubſerve his own 
Grear and Holy ends: at leaſt, he will 
ſtand by and help me, when all forſake 
me; and if he ſpeak Peace, and give 7n- 
ward Conſolation, who can ſpeak Troable? 
and his final Judgment, which is near at 
hand, will diſtribute rewards and punith- 

ments to all, according to their works. 
Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould wart a 
Sepulcher, after Death. There 1s. no- 
ching I could better be without, If God 
receive my Sox/, and will raiſe my Body 
at the laſt day, whether ic putrifhe and. 
conſume under ground, or above it, 1s 
no great matter. They who are alive 
will be more concerned in that, than I 
{hall be; Graves are for the ſake of che 
Living rather than the Dead. "The Sun, 
theRain, the Air, Birds, Bealts, Worms, 
will all contribute to give me Bur), if 
Men deny ir. The only difference is, 
chat it will be a little longer ere I am. 
buried. If my Soul reft ina the Boſom: 
of my Saviour, and by perſevering in. 
the love and practice of the Truth, I 
have ſecured my [Reputation with wiſe 
and good Men, I negd not be lollicicous 
What: 
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what become of my Body. My Almighty 


Judge will raiſe me a gloriows Body, like 


his own, and reunite it to my Soul, 
eaſily, as certainly, as for any of thop 
whoſe Bodies were preſerved in Caye; 
and Vaults, in proud Sepulchers, and 
under ſtately Monuments. 

[ may dye this Tear ; and ſhall not then 
have the ſatisfaftion to ſee my Childrey 
or neareſt Kirdred educated and provi 
ded for, ſetled and diſpoſed of. But 
1s not the everliving God the ſame ? can- 
not he as 2yel take care of them when 
am gone, 2s now? anſwer all my Prayer; 
after my deceaſe ? and exerciſe that Fa- 
therly Care, Wiſdom, and Love, which 
ſhall diſpoſe of their conditians ; fave 
them from Temptarions, and ſupply all 
their wants, and exceed all my defires 
1n reference tv them ? and fulfil his Co- 
venant-promiſe from Generation to Gt- | 
neration, to the Childrens Children 
them thar fear him ? O how weak 151 
Faith, that cannot truſt God in ſo co 
mon and plain a caſe ! 

Laſtly. 7 may dye this Year ; and nd 
live to ſee the ruin of the Antichripm 
Kingdom, and Intereſt, and the accom 
pliſhment of many Excellent Promiſe 


which concern the Reft, and ys” * 
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Purity, and Glory of the ©:hurches of 
Chriſt on earth in rhe {fatter days. But 
have I not deſerved by ray provoking 
Unbelief, Ingratitude, and Diſobedgience, 
to dye in the Wiiderneſs, ard not be- 
hold the promiſed Land, or ſee the 
Peace of feru{ater ? and will not the 
ſtruglings of Satan to ſupport Babylon, 
infer a diſmal night of darkneſs and d1- 
ſtreſs, before the expected Morning of 
Deliverance ? ſo thar it may now, it e- 
ver, be truly ſaid, Henceforih, Bleſſed are 
the Dead who dye in the Lord, And it 
God will toke me to himſelf in the other 
World, I cannot poflibly be a loſer: 
tho” I ſhould not fee the Beginnings of 4 
New Heaten, ana a New Earth, 1n this. 
However I rejovce in Hope, and pray 
inceſſantly for the Reſurrection of the 
H'uneſſes, and the rebuilding of Sicn, 
and the more plentiful effuſion of the 
H. Spirit, (the great comprehenſive Pro- 
miſe of the later "Times ) to etfect a glo- 
rious Kingdom for Chriſt on Earth : and 
my Faith aſſures me, I ſhall hereafter ſee 
the Sor of God revealed from Heaven, 
cloathed with Majeſty, fitting ona Cloud, 
leading the Heavenly Hoſt, raiſing the 
Dead by his powerful Voice, ſummoning 
all the World to appear to Judgmenr, 
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gathering his Elect, and finally defiry, 
ing Death, and him that had the Pi 
of it, the Devil, condemning the wick 
to Everlaſting Deſtruction, but acQuit 
ting, honouring, and rewarding his py 
Members, with infinite and. Ererny 
Bieſlednels. 


SE © 13: XY; 
Of Dymg in a Foreign Country, and; 
Dying Young. Confrderations proper i 
Reconcile the {Mind io both. 
| May not hve to the end of this Year: 
God in his Providence having calk 
me abroad, I may never ſee my Nati 
Country more. Let me ſtill remember 
O my Soul! that where ever I am, I an 
travelling towards the Grave, and pal 
ſing to another World : that I may-ln: 
in all Places, as a Pilgrim and Strange 
here on Earth ; with Afﬀections ſuitedt 
my condition, becoming one who * 
travelling in a Strange Land, Let 
bear the Inconveniences I may meetw" 
in this World, as Strangers in 
| Fravels are wont to do. Let me not 
pine at the ill accommodations of an 
where I am co lodge but a night or 4 
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but encourage my ſelf with the aſſurance 
of better Enteriainment at home, when 
my Pilgrimage is ended, and my Jour- 
Ney OVET. | 

One of my deareft Holy Friends and 
Fellow Travellers, ( whoſe memory will 
be ever precious, (g) with thoſe who 
knew him ) quickly arrived to his Jour- 
neys end, and is entred into Reſt be- 
times. Which of his Companions ſhall 
next follow, we know not, or how ſoon. 
Lord ! make me apprehend the nearneſs 
of my chanze in every place: and if [ 
am prepared tor dying, no matter wyere 
it be. There is no one Country farther 
from the Preſence of God than another. 
The whole World may be conſidered as 
one Great Houſe, and the ſeveral King- 
doms aid Countries of it, but as difte- 
rent 4>::rtments inthe ſaime Houſe : and 
they vho rarry at home are no more 
exempt. from Death, than they who tra- 
vel abroad. 

The Earth is the Lords, and the fullneſs 
tnereof ; I can 90 NO where to be out of 
his Teritories, I ſhall ſtill rread upon 
my Father's Ground. I had rather be 

(g) Mr. Thomas Bent, who dyed ar 

Geneva, May 10. 1683. 
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an //raelite in a Wildernels with the Pre. 
ſence of God, than a Tourrier in Jad. 
trous Egypt. Abraham, the Father 
the Faithful,and the Friend of God, wa 
baniſhed from his own Country : and 
ſhould I never ſet foot again on my nz. 
tive Soyl, there is no reaſon of myr. 
muring againſt my God, who hath deal: 
thus with many of his Favourites. And 
while I have been in a ſtrange Land, he 
hath not ſulfered me to feel the want 
and neceſlities, and heart of a Stranger 
Among a Peop'e of a ſtrange Language 
he can, and doth provide for me al 
things richly to enjoy. I may ſet upmy 
Evenezer, Nitherto hath God ſuppliedal 
my wants. 

The Preſence of my Gracious Father 
is every where the /ame: in ſome met 
fure, Bleſſed be my Ged, | have hitherto 
found it fo And may I not rejoice il 
God in a Deſert, though all che Worl 
ſhould forſake me; though all che Worl 
ſhould be againſt me? Should 1 have" 
other Friend or Helper; is not Go, # 
infinite God Enough ? and without 1 
Favour and Preſence, what can all tl 
World do for me? If I am /ic&, and a 
danger of Death, among my Relat 
and Friends, if the comforts of 192 te” 


eg 


on T ime.and Fternity. 77 


:!y do not refreſh and delight my Soul, 
they cannot : and if I want not zheſe in 
my laſt Agonies, no matter in what part 
or corner of the Earth I breath my laſt. 
If the word and promiſe of God be my 
Foundation, an holy Hope my Anchor, 
Chriſt my Pilot, and Heaven my Coun- 
try, I ſhall not fail of being landed there 
at laſt. Suffer we not to forſake thee, O 
Heavenly Father ! While I live ; and do 
not thou forſake me in my /aj# Hoar ; 
and let it come when, and where thou 
wilt! If my bleſſed Saviour. will receive 
my departing Soul ar Death, I am not 
ſollicitous in What Country, or part of 
the Earth it be. 

And thatI may not be unwilling in the 
flower of my Age and Time, i Youth and 
Strength, to leave this World ; let me 
think often, that no one age or part of 
Life is more priviledged againit the 
ſtroke of Death than anorher. It I have 
done my work betimes, as my deceaſed 
Fellow Traveler bad, 1s 1t not better to 
receive the bielled Recompence, than to 
tarry longer, 11a World of Sin and Suf- 
tering, abſent from the Lord? Shall I 
not thereby eſcape a multitude of Temp- 
tations, SIns, and Sorrows, which others 
by living longer are expoſed to? If my 

Peace 
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Peace be made with God, what ſhowy 
make me willing to Ive at this Uiſtance 
from him? What ſhould render thi 
Warld fo defirable, where Gad is fo dir 
honoured, where I am ſooften tempted 
ro diſpleaſe him, and fo often yield 
ſuch Temptations? And may I nat fey 
left I ſhould fall into ſuch fcandalous and 
grievous ſins, that may bring a publick 
reproach on the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
fadden the Hearts ofall my Acquaintance 
who love the Lord Jefus in ſincerity? By 
dying early, I ſhall contract leſs guilt 
and commur leſs S$:z, and ſee and feel kk 
Sorrow than others wholive longer. And 
tho' I ſhould maintain my Integrity, ye 
m this World my higheſt love and obe- 
dience to God, and my ſweeteſt Commu 
non with him, is but imperfe&t. Hov 
many Impediments and Diverſions dol 
daily meet with, that deaden my Heart 
to Heavenly Conremplations and Aﬀe 
ions ? What diſappointments, and for 
rowful diſaſters, to Convince MC that 
rh is not the place of Reſt and Happ!: 
neſs? What (mart afMiicttions may foe 
of my Relations PTroVe 2 What dangerol> 
_ nares may atrend me in the remalnINs 
Portion of my Time ? What Oppolt 


on and tatred from Men may i of 
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faſt profeſſing of the Truth, and Fidelt- 
ty to God expoſe me ro * what pubiick 
national Calamities may I have my ſhare 
In, &c. Ty | 

But if I conſider 6/4 4ge it feif, which 
we do deſire to reach; what and how 
many are the Infirmities and Griets, and 
troubleſome Circumſtances which attend 
that State, which dving young will pre- 
vent? Are not moſt Men who reach a 
very great old Age, helpleſs objects of 
Pity ? A Burthen to themſelves, and to 
all about them? And (which commonly 
happens, ) may I not :hen be as unwilling 
to dye, asat preſent? As loth bez to leave 
the World as ow, tho in a manner 
it will have left me? For how many 
old Men, paſt the reliſh of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, are yet inordinately fond of a lon- 
ger Lite ! 

Have I not been told by Heathens, as 
well as Chrit:ans, that *ris not the lengrh 
of time, but its improvement, that doth 
really make a Long Life ? I T have an- 
ſwered the ends for which I were born. 
tis not rco ſocn to dye, No Man ever 
miſcarried as to his Everlaſting Intereſt, 
becauſe his Life was ſhort, but Evil. He 
that 's prepared for Death, he that dies 
n tbe L:1d hath lived longenough, and 


ſhould. 
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ſhould thank God for a ſpeedy call to the 
polleſſion of that Felicity, which the H,, 
lieſt Saints on Earth defire and breath 
after. G:den loſt nothing by returnin 
from Victory, white the Sun was yet high 
He hath fought long enough who hath 
gain-d the Victory. If I have wrought 
but a few hours ina Vineyard, anddone 
but a little Service for my Lord and Ma. 
[ter ; and yet amdiſmiſt, and rewarded 
before the reſt of my Fellow Labourers: 
ſhall I repine, and think my Lord doth 
not befriend me ? If he hath any far. 
ther Service for me, he will prolong my 
days, and make me diligent, I hope, and 
contented. Otherwiſe I pray he would 
make me ready to dye, and make me 
willing, and deſirous to depart this Life 
For to be only coztent to dye, that I may 
be perfetly Holy, and fully Bleſſed, is 
methinks too low for a Chriſtian who 
as like himſelf, believing the Certainty 
of his avowed Principles and Hopes, and 
knowing that 2vhile 2ve are preſent in tht 
Body, we are abſent from the Lord, 


The 
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SEU: RYE: 
The contemplation of our approaching 


Change may aſſiſt us to mortifie the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 


Eyes, and the Pride of Lite ; to cure 
Ambition, and promote Contentment. 
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LL that is in the World, faith 

the Apoſtle, is the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
of Life. The Duſt and Aſhes of our own 
Mortality duly conſidered and applied, 
will help to deaden and extinguith each 
of theſe. By Pride of Life, we lift up 
our ſelves againſt Heaven, and deſpþife 
our Maker: by rhe Luſt of the Fleſh, we 
overlove and indulge the Body,and ſtudy 
to gratifie the ſeniual Apperite : by rhe 
lu(t of the Eyes, oar Detires are immode- 
rate aftcr Temporal and External Goods. 
the rhought of our approaching end hath 
a tendency to oppoſe and mortihe theſe 
Luſts ; to humble us before Gad ; to take 
us off trom the inordinate love of the 
Body ; and to moderate our Paſſions to 
Earthly Things. It may hclp us againſt 
Pride, by ſhewing us the intinite diſtance 
between the Eternal ſelf-ſufficient God, 


and 
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and ſuch poor Duft as we ; who are hy 
of yeſterday, and it he uphold us ng 
and maintain our Souls in Life, ſhal] þ, 
laid in the duſt tro morrow. It will ming 
us of his Juſtice againſt $7, the Paren 
of Death, and of all the miſeries of our 
mortal State ; and convince us of or 
weakneſs to re(iſt his Will, or avoid hi 
Wrath. As to our fond Afﬀet;on to the 
Body, it may inftruct us, that it deſerre; 
Bot to be ſo much accounted of ; it wil 
epen our Eyes to diſcern the Preference 
of our immortal Souls, and what con- 
cerns them, to the intereſt of a periſh. 
mg Body. Itmay convince us, that w 
are Crue! and unkind to our very Brain 
by overloving them, becauſe we there- 
by contriburce to their Erernal Sufterings: 
and fo reach us to love and uſe our bo 
dies, as Servants to our Souls in th 
World ; and as expecting to fhare 
Glory with them, after the Reſurrection 
It may alſo help to moderate our Deſt 
after Earthly Good, and fo cure the Lu} 
of the Eyes, by letting us ſee the van!) 
uncertainty, and ſhort duration of til 
things, and their inſufficiency to make V 
Happy, and give us true Content. 
The Thoughts of an approachins 


Change may, if any thing will w_ 
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damp the mirth oi the Luxurious Epronre, 
and ſtrike him into a fit of trembing, as 
did Belſhazzar's hand-wrirmg on the 

all. 
ing in Pleaſure, and of care to pleaſe 
the Senſes., and rhe fleſhly Apperite, 
when the End is fo near. It may like- 
wiſe check the folly of 4mbitions Deſigns: 
chat Men ſhould make ſo much ado to 
get into ſlippery places, from whence 
they may ſo eaſily fall. Where being 
puft up with vain applauſe, they forget 
themſelves, and their latter end, till 
their Life, and Glory expire together. 
where are now the Grear, and Mwhry, 
and Honourable, who have made fiach 


a noiſe in the World 2 What is now the 
, Difference between the Duſt of an Alex- 


ander or Cz{ar, and that of their meaneſt 
Slaves or Caprives ? Could their Digni- 
ties and earthiy Glory preferve any of 
them, trom the ſtroke of Death, or the 


Judgment of God, or withour Repen- 


cance, from his condenming Sentence ? 
'Think, O my Soul ! how little it will 
ſhortly fignifie, whether I have been 
Known-and honoured among Men or no; 
any farther than God may be glorified by 
it, How ſhould it ſuppreſs vain Glory ? 
co think of being one day eftermed, and 
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It may diſcover the diftraction of 
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worſhipt, reverenced, and applaude 
dying Men, and laid in bio Rn I 
next i Let merather ſeek that Glory ani 
Honour, to which Immortality iganney: 
and labour to be accepted with God, x 
whoſe Bar I muſt be judged, endeavauy:. 
ing to keep the teſtimony of a go 
Conſcience ; and then it is not much 
whether I paſs through good Report « 
evil Report: no contempt, or frowns 
or threatnings of Men need then diſcou: 
rage me. 'Tho'I ſhould be trampled or 
by the foor of Pride, while others are 
happy ina dream for a lictle while; and 


it may be have a proſperous paſlage to 


damnation; I']l rather thank God fo 
delivering me from their "Temptations 
and giving me the opportunity, aſd 
call, to haſten my Preparations for - 
better Iorld. 

Ler God diſpoſe of my condition hers, 
and Reputation too, as beſt ſhall picak 
his Sovereign Will : only be pleaſed! 
keep me- upright, and to preſerve 
trom everlaſting Shame and Confulil 
of Face, after the general Refurrecuo 
and final Judgment. Vouchſate me 
Portion now in thine approving 1% 
and own me for Thine at laſt, 0 


great and terrible Day of Reckon'® 
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hat then I may hear the Bleſſed Ezge, 
and enter into my Lord's Joy 2? 


SECT. XVIL 


The ſame Argument conſidered farther, as 
diſſuaſive from Worldlineſs, and Earth- 
ly mindedneſs: and as proper to confute 
the vanity of long Projects, and great 
Deſigns for this Wor 1d. 


PC 
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R-E the Years of my Life but. few, 
and they haſtening to a Period ? 

and may r4z be my laſt? Let me not 
then greedily covet Riches and abun- 
dance, and waſte my little time to ſcrape 
together large Proviſions, for many years 
to come ; when I have no Aflurance to 
ſee the end of this. Is it becoming ſuch 
a belief, to toyl from day to day, that 
I may:lay up that which I muſt fo fon 
leave? as if I were to ſpend an Eternity 


here on Earth, and in the mean while 


neglect the one thing neceſſary. Aml not 
upon the ſhore of Eternity ? May notthe 


| next 
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next Tide carry me off ? And ſha!l] ſpeng 
my whole Life 1n Diverſions from'th 
main buſineſs of it? Have I nothing el 
to do, but to gather Shells, (if they wer 
Pearls, the abſurdity were ſtill the ſame) 
and pile them upon heaps, till I 
ſnatcht away paſt all recovery ? Shall] 
be regardleſs of an Eternal State, andry 
the hazard of being undone for ever, hy 
follicitous care about pretended Neceſ; 
ries 'for a long aboderon Earth ? | Mud 
leſs for Superfluities;] when I am not te: 
cain of the Poſleſſion, zh one Year ? Shi 
IE magnihe and admire what is fo foont 
be parted with? Value my ſelf ups 
theſe:things, ſo as to deſpiſe thoſe thi 
have Jeſs, and envy ſuch as have mor: 
and ſutfer my Mind to be diſtempere 
And my. paſſions. immoderate on ev! 
Change of theſe things? 
Tho! I know beſides my own Mott ! 
lity, that to inforce the Argument, tht 
IS a principle of Corruption in-all the 
things; that our very Mans here, 
lictle while will ſtink ; and Bread, wh 
1s the ſtaff of Life, moulder ; our 1 
Garments. wax old, and rot; Silor# 
Gord ruft, and thegreateſt Beauty with 
and every thing that is Earebly, 0 
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and periſh. And ſhall not this teach me 
ro ſit looſe from all ſuch things? Can I 
imagine, that in my laſt hour it will be 
eaſier ro part with much, than little ? of 
better in the day of Judgment, to have 
a great Eſtate to anſwer for than a lefler 
one ? 

We read concerning the Patriarch A- 
b:aham, ( who rightly underſtood the 
Tranſitory nature of Riches, and his own 
mutable Condition,) that the only pur- 
chaſe he made with his Riches, was a 
Grave: chuling to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Land promiſed him, rather by a mark of 
his parting with it, than of his poſleſſing 
it. Did I think oftner and more ſeri- 
ouſly, O my Soul ! of tarrying here but a 
little while ; 1 ſhould more eaſily be per- 
ſwaded, that a /:tt/z of this World were 
ſufficient to carry me through it. I 
ſhould confider more that my Heawer- 
born Soul 1s made and deſigned for ano- 
ther, an endleſs World: and therefore 
ſhould not ſo far forget his own People, 
and Fathers Houſe ; as eagerly to purſue 
and ſeek what is ſuited only to the Bo- 
dy, for a little while: and whereof a 
little with Contentment will be ſuffici- 
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The ſame Reflection may be uſeful t 
contralt our Thoughts to preſent Duty . 
that we may not perplex our Minds with 
long Deſigns and Projetts ; which if we 
dye ths Year, will come to nothing, 
Our great Buſineſs in this World is ad. 
apted to the little portion of Time, 
which is allowed us. Not that good De. 
ſigns for the publick Benefit, may not be 
begun by one, and finiſht by others : 
that we are not obliged prudently to 
Provide for thoſe who fhall come after 
us, by attempting many Things of proba 
ble Advantage to Poſterity. But conſider: 
ing the ſhortneſs, and uncertainty of Life 
not only ſhould the m9/# neceſſary Thing 
be f:r/# minded, and not put oft by proſe 
cuting ſuch deſigns, as may ſignifie ſome- 
what to others, when we are Dead: 
But we ſhould not now omit that whict 
we may hope to compals our ſelves; t 
begin ſuch things, whoſe accompliſhment 
muſt depend on the Pleaſure of our Suc 
ceſſors. Conſideration and faithfulCoun 
ſel would in this caſe have prevented tis 
fruitleſs Expence of many Mens 11m 
and Money ; which if otherwiſe implY! 
cd, might have turned to good accoun 
to themſelves and others. And 
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And this heightens our Folly, that 
. while we purſue great Projects in refe- 
rence to 74 World, and dye without 
effecting them, our preparations for E- 
zernity are negletted ; and ſo we are: 
ſuddenly cut off in the midſt of our 
Polly, and all our Thoughts periſh. How 
. eafily, how ſoon may they do ſo! The: 
e difference and diſtance between Death: 
rt and Life, being no more than that of a 
o Candle lighted, from its: being blown ont ; 
rx andif it is expoſed to all. Winds, how 
+ quickly may that happen 2. 
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I; The conſideration of the certain near Ap- 
h proach of an Everlaſting State ampli- 
t0 fiea, and preſt, to inforce an Holy Life. 
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he [| N this World we begin a Year, and 
wo quickly come to the end of it; and 
y Cre long the little number of our Years, 
mn 30d Days, will be expired. Bur when 
Death  Conveys us into. the World of: 
N E 3 Spirits, 
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Spirits, the day of Eternity ſhall never hg 
cloſed with an Evening. Of how fear. 
ful conſequence is that Death, by which 
an Eternity muſt be decided ! What ar. 
tention, what ſeriouſneſs, what diligence 
what Care, doth the deciſion of {6 Impor. 
tant a matter call for? ETERNAL 
what Will be the next word, O my Soul 
how much am I concerned to know it 


will it be Blefledneſs, or Miſery ? will i 


be Life or Death? This one word is the 
Joy of Angels, and the Horror of De- 
viis ; the unſpeakable delight of bleſſed 
Saints, and the confukton and deſpair d 
condemned Sinners. 

At the Creation of the World, Tim 
got the ſtart of us, and was five dt: 
elder than we : but our Immortal Soul: 
ſhall endure beyond the utmoſt limits d 
Time, and laſt as long as the Everlaſt 
ing Father of Spirits, of whoſe duration 
there is no end. Shall I then exift anc 
live, though my Body periſh and 
corruption? Shall my Soul, my Seif exil 
beyond the Grave, in Felicity or MiF 
ry; and that for ever and eccording 
my preſent Actions ? What am I tie 
moſt concerned to mind 2 What am I" 


chuſe ? Whar am I moſt to fear, to wi 
F 
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-o do? Whatisa ſhadow of Honour and 
Reputation among dying Men ? Whar 
are a few drops of fleſhly Pleaſure for a 
Moment, to eternal Rivers of Pleaſure, 
at God's right hand ? What are the ſut- 
ferings of an hour or two, to the pains 
and anguiſh of Eternity 2 What can the 
World, Fleſh, or Devil give me compa- 
rable to eternal Life? What can I ſutfter 
in the way of Holineſs, that may be ſet 
in the Balance againſt an Everlaſting 
Hell? And yet how often, O »y Soul ! 
how boldly, how unconcernedly, how 
fooliſhly do I hazard rhe one, and forfeit 
the other, for the Sins and Vanities of 
this World! Whereas one proſpect of 
Eternity ſhould make every thing that 1s 
Temporal, appear little in. my Eyes: the 
higheſt elevation. of earthly Greatneſs, 
abundance of Riches, the grear Affairs, 
Buſineſs, and Imployments of the Warld, 
Pomp, and Splendor, and Reputation, 
and all that now flatters the Senſes, and 
the vanity of Mankind. 

Oh that I could bur live as believing 
and expecting az Eternal State ! as ha- 
ving it in my Eye, managing all my 
affairs with a viſible reference to it; dif- 
covering to all the World by my Be- 
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haviour and Deportment, that T qg 


earneſt believe it certain; for be it ney, 
ſo Certain, if I do not apprehend. ang 
conſider it as ſuch, it will no more affea 
me than a Fable. Neither is it enough tg 
conſider it as certain, but as near : for the 
moſt weighty, the moſt terrible thing, 
apprehended as at a great dif ance, wil 
little move. Thinking of the long Inter. 
val berween the advantage of being ex 
empted from ſuch :Evils for fo long : 
time, will pleaſe me more than ſuch 
ſtant Calamities will attright. 

Let me therefore endeavour toimpreſ 
the conſideration of Eternity, as at band 
more deeply on my Heart, that I ma 
walk, and live, diſcourſe, and pray, and 
demean my ſelf in every thing, as 
an unchangeable State, Am I not cot: 
vinced that this is certain, from the 
ture and operations of my Soul, iro 
the reflettions of Conſcience, from tif 
Righteouſneſs of God in his Governmeſ 
of the World, from the preſent unequ! 
diſtributions of Good and Evil by 
Providence, and from the plain and it 
quent. aſſertions of his Revealed Wil 
I have nothing to object, nothing to 7 


Ply ; bur I find a neceſſity of inculcan 
| all 
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and urging the conſideration of it IN OrF- 
Jer to its influence. I find it needful to 
reflect often, how near I am to ſuch- aft 
endleſs State : that in one Inſtant, by 
Death, I enter upon it: and that zi 
Inftant may be as near me, as My Text 
Thought. "That the holy Scripture de- 
ſcribes the two contrary Conditions af-- 
ter Death, (and every Man and Woman 
in the World ſhall ſhare in one of them) 
as both Everlaſting: the one, by Erer- 
nal Life, Eternal Glory, an incorruptible- 
Crown, that fadeth not away, an mcor- 
ruptible Inheritance, an Houſe Eternal an- 
the Heavens, &c. rhe other, by unquench= 
avle Fire, a Priſon whence no eſcape, Eter-- 
nal Damnation, Everlaſting Burning, E- 
verlaſting Puniſhment, Everlaſting Des 
ſtruction, a Worm that never dies, wrath 
that is ever to come, blackneſs. of darkneſs. 
for ever,. ever, &C. 

Think, O my Soul ! that in- Ore of thele. 
two contrary States, I muſt abide for 
ever; In endleſs Joy, or Sorrow : Bleſſed. 
1Nn the Preſence. of God, or for ever ba: 
niſhed from it. And. whoever. thou-are 
that readeft .this, apply ir ſeriouſly ta 
thy ſelf, *tis thine own caſe. Yeal tell 
thee from God, that Holineſs of Heart 
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and Life is abſolutely neceſlary to the 
former, and that without it thou ſhy; 
never ſee his Face, but be puniſhed with 
Everlaſting Deſtruction from the pe. 
ſence of his Glory. | 

Is this an unqueſtionable Truth ? 0 
let me conſider it, till I feel the Power 
and Efficacy of ſo important a Principle 
let the Impreſſion be deep and laſting! 
let it pierce and enter into my very Soy]! 
to cool the heats of Luſt, to quench ſen- 
ſual and earthlv deſires, and to mortifi 
all inordinate affections to this World; 
and fix my reſolutions to mind, and ſeek 
Eternal Life with all my Heart ! 
Theſe are nor difficult and perplexet 
Niceties, which wiſe and holy Men ditfe 
and diſagree about. They are not Me 
raphiſical Subtrelties, which few can un 
derſtand ; but the expreſs Word of Gu, 
and the daily dictates of my own Reaſon 
and Conſcience, which all Chriſtians,and 
almoſt all Men in their Wits, except 10 
hour of great Temptation, confeſs and 
own; or whether they will or no, at 
forced to expect and fear, if they a! 
not in-a condition,to conſider them wil 
a joytul Hope. 


Lori | 


on Time and Eternity. 95 

Lord! cure the unbelieving doubts 
concerning theſe Great things, which 
notwithſtanding the plaineſt Evidence, 
che Devil mav at any time ſuggeſt! ler 
a confirmed Faith, be'the Reality of what 
is thus fwture, that my Soul may be 1n- 
fluencd by them, as it is wont to be by 
things pre/ent ! Ler it be the Subſtance of 
things hoped for, and the Evidence of 
things unſeen, and as yet at a diftance; 
as if the Day of Judgment were already 
come, and there were no intermediate 
Time to paſs between this and that. 

O Eternitz! Eternity! the more I con- 
ſider it, the 'more unfathomable till L 
hnd it. Unchangeable Bleſſedneſs, or re- 
medileſs, endleſs Torm:nts! An Eternal 
bliſsful Day, or everlaſting Horror, 
Darkneſs, and Deſpair ! Life or Death, 
Glory or Deſtruction, to laft as long as 
the immutable Living God ! None of 
the Parriarchs who lived longeſt, arrived 
fo the period of a Thouſand years, which 
in compariſon of God's Everlaſtingneſs 
is ſet forth but @s oxe day. But ſtrictly 
conſidered, millions of Years and Ages 
have 0 proportion with it; becauſe. no 
multiplication of them will amount ro 
Erernity, Whereas ons hour hath ſore - 


pro- 
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proportion toan hundred thouſand yea 
becauſe a certain number of Hours wir 
amount to ſo many years. But no nyy. 
ber of Years. or Ages, never ſo often 
multiplied, will make up Eternity : 4 
no ſubſtraction of Millions of Yegr: 
will leſſen it: an. entire Eternity wil 
be ſtill ro come, and wall ever be tg 
come. When innumerable myriads 
years are paſt, Eternity ſhall then ſen 
but to Segin, becauſe when. as-many more 
are over, it ſhall be as far from anend, 
Oh that the thoughts of Ererniy 
may be powerful and prevailing above 
all others! that I may. Judge of. every 
thing by its relation to it, by. its influ 
ence upan it ! Chuſe now, my. Su: 
whether Everlaſting Foys,. or , Miſeries, 
ihall be thy Portion : buc conſider wel, 
that thine Erernity is concerned in thy 
Preſent choice: and.that this choice mul 
Le purſued witH ſtedfaſtneſs. and col 
fancy, as long as I live: And what art 
a few yCcars to prepare. for an Erterni 
State ? Were we obliged to ſpend & 
veral hundred years in ſerious hujmbi 
preparation for it, with the great 
frictneſs and ſeverity of Lifa, during! 
:uat Time; it were infinitely leſs oy 
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to ſpend an hour or two 1n preparing 
for the greateſt Dignity and Imploy on 
Earth, which can be enjoyed bur for 
a few years at longeſt. For to theſe an 
hour hath. ſome- proportion ; but an 
hundred or thouſand years have none, 
with an Everlaſting Duraticn, There- 
fore to conſider how many years of toy], 
and pains, and diligence, many. beſtow 
on the probable proſpect of ſome Tem- 
poral Good, ſhould reprove.and ſhame 
my negligence and remiſneſs 1n provt. 
ding for Eternity. 
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S-E-C T. XIX: 


The Puniſhments 0 the Damned conſide- 
red, as Intolerable, and Everlaſting, 
and as unqueſtionably Certain. What the 


Reflection upon Hell-Torments may, and © 
ought to, teach us. 
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HE Fear. of the Lord is the Beg in- 
ang of Wiſdom, the entrance into 
"nc way of Life. as it is ordinarily one of 


the 
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the fir means to awaken the Soy] tox 

ſerious concern for Eternity : Let q, 

therefore firſt confider the Endleſs þ 

niſhment of the wicked, in the othe 

World, before I enter upon the raviq, 

ing Proſpect of the Blelledneſs of Hes. 

ven, promiſed to the Righteous. Ay 
with what ſerious trembling ſhould | 
think of the Terrors of an Everlaſin 

Deſtrution, which our Lord ſhall be », 

vealed from Heaven to render, to All uþ 

know not God, and obey not the Gſy 

When the wicked ſhall go away inv |. 

werlaſting Puniſhment ; as the Right: 

ous into Life Erernal. The &dreadfi. 

ze(s of that Punifhmenr, theendleſs D 

rarion of it, jJoyned to the conſideratio 

it of its unqueſtionable Certainty , d& 

iſe ſerves the moſt attentive Thoughts 0 

' every Man, who loves his Soul, an 

would manifeſt he doth ſo, by ſecuri 
his greateſt Intereſt. 

The deſcription of that Miſery, 
der inſupportableand Erernal Tormett 
demands more than a tranſient vic# 
becauſe no words can ſufficiently 6 

'\ preſs the Horror of that State. Wi 

| | Is it, O 92y Soul! to be baniſhed from t 


Bleſſed Sight and preſence of God , 
als 
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zyer, and all the impreſſions of his holy 
Image and likeneſs? and to know that 
'his is the fruit of my own Choice, that 
E loſt it by my own Fault and Folly ; 
that I deſerved to loſe it; that the Sen- 
rence is as Fuſt, as it is irrecoverable ? 
Who can fully imagine the diſmal del- 
pair of a condemned Sinner, under this 
anguiſh of a Guilty ſelf-accuſing Mind ? 
while under the ftroke of God's Almigh- 
ty revenging |uſtice, with a diſtincter 
view and knowledge than now, of God 
and his Excellencies , of himſelf and his 
own viſeneſs and malignity, which muſt 
oreatly increaſe his rage and torment. 
Add to this, his being inraged by the ac- 
cuſations and cries of wicked Acquain- 
tance, and Relations; and his being mockr, 
and inſulted over, and tortured, by ma- 
Iicious damned Spirits; with a clear un- 
derſtanding of that glorious Felicity he 
deſpiſed , refuſed, and forfeited ; with 
a deep ſenſe of his former Madneſs in 
preferring the finfull Pleaſures and Ad- 
Vantages of this World; and this after 
ſo many warnings, and invit ations, and 
calls from God , to have prevented it ; 


never to be diverted one Moment from 
the conſideration, ſenſe, and leeling of 


his 
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his Miſery, and the. duration of it, 1, 
to have all his Paſſions let looſe with the 
sreateſt violence, and nothing to ſatis. 
fie them-; and continually to preſerye xn 
Hell of wickedneſs and Horror 7 hjy, 
ſelf; and to endure the reproaches, con. 
victions, regrets, and ſtinging Refleti;. 
ons of Conſcience, the gnewing Wory 
which ſhall never die ; who can conceiye 
the unſpeakable miſery of ſuch an ac. 


Everlaſting !. 

How long :doth one Day or Night 
now ſeem, toa Man under ſome violer: 
racking. Pain, in any one part of his Bo 
dy, tho' he be under the means for Cure 
and have his Friends about him to pity 
| comfort, afliſt him, with the hopes « 
mo Eaſe in a little. while, and the certai 
knowledge that it cannot laſt long? Oi 
what then will be the diſmal ſtate 0 
cormented (+) Sinners in Hel! ! _ Ho 
infinitely muſt -it exceed the. moſt teri! 
ble idea we can now frame of it: ! 
languiſh, out. a long Ecernity in 
Gulph of Darkneſs and Deſpair, uns 


w—__ 


|  (b) See Mr, Baxter's Saints Ref, 
2, Chap, 4.. 


curſed State ? So great Calamity, and ye - 


on Time and Eternity. TOY 


unpitied intolerable 'I orments, without 
Intermiſſion, or hope of End ! Miſeries 
without meaſure ! Judgment without 
Mercy ! Pains and Sorrows intenſe, and 
yet endleſs! without the leaſt ſuccour 
Or relief, relaxation or remedy, dimt- 
nution or change! without a drop of 
Comfort, without a moments Reſt , 
without the fwalleſt beam of Light, or 


the leaſt glimmering of Hope ! Perpetual- 


ly dying, and-never dead: under w- 
ſufferable Wrath, which yet will be for 


ever I/rath to come! ſeeking Death , 
and never able to find it, but Eternally 
ro endure all that Calamity, which the 
Conjunction of Death ana Life together 
can render dreadful ! 

What Groans and Cries will theſe 
Thoughts and theſe ſufferings wring 
from their Hearts? But no refuge will 
then be found, no excuſes admitted, no 
Prayers, no entreaties will then prevail, 
js Tears move Pity. He ihit made 
pots will ſhew them no Mercy, and be 
nat formed them, will (hew them no 


: 
favour, Tis Never, Newer, that 1s the 


Sling word that breaks the Heart of 
ole hopeleſs Priſoners, in the place of 
orment. When. once. deliver'd over 


LO 


I —_—— — 


| — _ - 
AA ATT 


[OY Serious Refle(lions 

to that Priſon of God's Wrath, the 
ſhall no longer be priſoners of RB! 
[Judgment ſhall be brought forth "a 
nal victory : and the Redemption of 
che Soul ſhall ceaſe for ever. 

The vain hopes of Sinners ſhall the 
be ended in eternal deſperation : 1, 
will be full of thoſe, who did once }y 
they ſhould never come there, and fi 
of thoſe who de/pair of deliverance fro 
thence; bur ſhall fufter exquiſite Pai 
that cannot be numbred, or meaſure 
Or endured: but that every Minute ( 
an hour will ſeem an whole Year, a 
yet muft erermally be endured by mi 
_ Table Sinners, who will not be wiſe! 
time to prevent ſuch an intolerabk Py 
tion. Let me therefore, O my Soul, &: 
fend into Hell by Meditation whilf 
live, that I may not deſcend thitht 
when I dye, and be ſhut up for et 
in that Priſon, the place of endleſs 10 
ment. 

Might we bur ſuppoſe, that one * 
thoſe Miſerable Souls did let fall 0! 
one Tear, in an hundred thouſand year: 
and if after he had by this means ## 
ſo much, as that his Tears would «9 


the drops of water in the whole " 
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his Miſery ſhould have an End; this 
were Hope , this were Cornfort. But 
\1as! after that Period, his Miſery will 
be 4s far from an end, as when he firſt 
began to fee] it, It will rhen be but 
the Beginning of Sorrows, which will ze- 
ver, never, never End. __ 
Think, O my Soul, that this is the 
Portion of the Sinners Cup; this is the 
wages of Sin. and the certain doom of 
hnal Impenitence and Unbelief. * Is 
no politick Cheat, or melancholly 
dream, but the expreſs repeated word 
of God, and Chriſt, the holy Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and the voice of Reaſor 
roo, ſuppoſing but the Immortality of 


the Soul, and the power of ſelf Reflec- 


rion, the punifhment of Sinners muſt 
needs be Everlaſting, as Carrying con- 
tinually an Hell within them; unleſs 
God work a miracle to prevent it, which 
there is no ground to imagine he will 
or ſhadow of reaſon why he ſhould . 
God hath pawn'd his T#th and his (5) 
Eternity, to execute this Sentence of his 
threatned wrath. He is a God of in- 
hnite Mercy, 'tis true; but he hath told 
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11s how far his Mercy ſhall exteng He 
will not exerciſe one Atrribure to the gir 
|} honour and the dilparagement of the 
| reſt. Thet obſtinare and impenitey 
Þ Sinners ſhall thus periſh, is not becayp 
the goodneſs and mercy of God are ng 
infinite bat becauſe his other Perfettion, 
are ſo, viz. His itolineſs, Juſtice, Tryt 
Soveraignty, and Wiſdom. Was ir Wil 
| dom and Goodneſs to annex ſuch a Pe. 
ll nalty to the violation of his Law; an 
« can it be inconſiſtent with them, to infiif 
l his threatned wrath ? 

Shall we fuppoſe God to uphold hi 
Dominion and Government by a Fal 
hood? to keep the World in awe 
the menaces of ſuch -puniſhments, 
ſhall no where, . never, be executed ? | 
it unlikely, that God ſhould exerciſe b 
much ſeverity ? and is it not as improbt 
ble, that his repeated Word and QOati 
ſhould prove falſe? Is it not a rightew 
thing with God, as the  Governour 0 
the World, thus to puniſh the obſtina 
Deſpiſers of his Grace? who flights 

his Authority, diſobeyed his Law, 
iz fronted his Soveraignty , derided I 
Power, denied. his Truth , contradi 


ed his Holines, and. joined - Iſſue op 
(1 
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'be Devil, to pull him from his Throne ; 
who abuſed his Patience and Long-ſut- 
fering, and ſcorned all his threarnings ; 
who thruſt away their own happineſs, 
and would not take warning ; who burft 
all his bands aſunder, and broke through 
all obſtructions; and would not be ſtopt 
:n their courſe of Vanity and Folly, or 
@ much as conſider their danger.; who 
rejected his calls to Repentance, and 
refuſed his Mercy, when it was offered; 
and preferred a Luſt before his favour, 
and the Pleaſures and Profits of this 
World before the Heavenly Glory ; 
and notwithſtanding all the methods of 
his Grace, and the checks of his Provi- 
dence, and of their own Conſcience, 
they will go on, they 204] dye ? 

Let me, O my Soul ' adore the So- 
veraign Tfuſtice of God in all his Judg- 
ments; and tremble at the threatnings 
of that Eternal Wrath, which fo few con- . 
der or believe, till *tis too late.. Let 
the forefight, and the fear of ſuch an in- 
tolerable endleſs Puniſhment, be a 
means to fave me from it! Let me here- 
IN read the evil of Sin, and learn to ab- 
hor and avoid it. Let n | 
warn, and & pity, and 

, counlel, and pray for thoſe 


of 
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of my Relations and Acquaintance, who 
live in Sin, and run the hazard of thi 
Frernal Ruin. Let me not envy the 
fooliſh Mirth, and momentany Profyy, 
rity of the Wicked, whoſe preſent jy 
muſt ere long expire, and an evVerlaſtin 
Deſtruction ſucceed in its room, (4 
How ſhort # the Foy of the Hypocrite ! uy 
the triumph of the Wicked 3s but far 
Moment, Let me fear and dread eyer 
thing, that leads to this diſmal iſſue, and 
improve every thing that may help n 
to eſcape it. And by conſequence, k 
me leſs value all the Good and Evil 
this preſent Life ; judge of all things þ 
this Light ; be patient under tempor: 
Calamities , and thank God that it i 
not Hell; and thank him more, thz 
preſent ſufferings do help to fave ni 
from Eternal ones. 

Whatever I can ſuffer in 7h Worl 
let my condition be never fo dark 
ſad and aMicted , it is not, it cannot: 
ſuch, but that every one of the Dam 
would think it an infinite Happine6! 
exchange with me, and be as I am. 


me think of thoſe exquiſite and ere 
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s to cure mY Impatience under the 
a Tryals and Afﬀtlictions I may 

utter. 
Bid L believingly conſider au Ever- 
laſting Hell *, 1 ſhould not think much 
of any thing that is required to prevent 
:- "The ſevereſt exerciſes of Religion, 
the ſtricteſt Temperance , the niceſt 
Chaſtity, the largeſt Charity , the 
preateſt Self-denial, all rhe hardſhips 
of Repentance: and Mortification, and 
continuance therein 'to the Death; rho 
for many years more than I am like to 
live, would be reckon'd eaffe, as 'well 
as juſt, if ſet in the ballance againft the 
Eternal Miſchiefs of the Damned. 

What will not men do and ſuffer to 
prevent a Temporal Death ? They will 
endure a painful courſe of Phyfick ;- tear 
out their very bowels, by Purges and 
Vomits : and are content to be cut and 
(carrified, and to ſuffer any thing al- 
moſt to ſave their lives: But how little 
will they do to be ſaved from the wrath 
tocome : One would think, they ſhould 
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oa non dormit, ſed mortus eſt. $ Auguf- 
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, have no Reſt, Or Peace, Or be able * 
live a quiet hour, till they had my 
ſome Proviſion againſt the hazard v 
this Eternal Deſtruttion : and look Upor 
all men as their Friends, or Enemj 
according to the help , or hindrang 
they received from them, in referens - 
ro it, But the direct Contrary IS even a 
where apparent. Men are careleſs an 
ſecure, jovial and merry in the wy 


that leads, to Hell; and eſteem , an 
love, ' and. chuſe that Company th 
will help to bring them to this place: 
torment: Yea, ſuch is their ſtupidity, 

and ſtrange perverſeneſs, that they wi 

not ſuffer to be r0/d of their Danger. | 

you tell them, that by ſuch a Court 

or ſuch an Action, they will loſ i 

much Money, or their Lives will bel 
danger ; they reckon it an obligation; 

will. take it kindly , and. return yo 

thanks : But when they are told, 0] 

ſuch Courſes and Actions they will lc: 

their Souls, and the Favour of Gol 

% and the Hopes of Heaven, and mil 
| !  Periſh for ever; this they will not F 
i celve , they deſpiſe. the mellage , 
1 ſcorn:and hate the Meſſenger; are 
S pleaſed and angry at ſuch fairhfuln 
je 
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O bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ! for any 


good hope through Grace, of eſcaping this 


Intolerable and Endleſs Miſery. And 
lot all that is within me, bleſs his holy Name: 
I have deſerved the ſame endlels, and un- 
ſupportable wrath , which Thouſands 
ire now under, and ſhall be under to 
all Ecernity ; but he did not ſuffer me 
ro fall into it. To be delivered out of 
thoſe Torments after many years miſe- 
ry, would be thought an admirable, 
unſpeakable kindneſs; And 1s it not a 
greater favour never to be thrown into 
Hell, which I have ſo often deſerved? 
How grateful would a damned perſon 
be, to be freed from thoſe Flames, and 
plac'd in the ſame condition I now am 
in* What a Life of ſerious, ſelf deny- 


ing obedience would he lead? And hath 


.not God done more for me? Am I 


not mvre z1devted to his Goodneſs? He 
hath kept me out of Hell, and offers me 
the Heavenly Glory, upon reaſonable, 
honourable, and eafic Terms. Blefler} 
be God, I may yer eſcape the wrath to 
cone. 

Ler me heartily compaſſionate the 
delulior;, ot thoſe multitudes of deceived 
Perlihing Souls, whoſe eyes are blinded 
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by the God of this world; who w1ll Not 
believe it, till they are convinc'd by the 
light of that Fire, which ſhall never þ; 
extinguiſht. Yea, when I read, or hey 


of Ten or Twenty thouſand men flain 


in a War (whether of 1-f:de/; or Chrig;. 
ans ) let me think of it, with other ap- 
prehenſions, than formerly I was wont 
to do. Conſidering that many, it may 
be, the moſt of theſe, ſhall never have 


any Cemfort or Mercy more ; fearing 


leſt the ſame Sword or Buller, thar gave 
them their mortal wound, hath fix 
them under God's Everlaſting Wrath: 
and that by dying, they are undone 
for ever. 

In very many other caſes, the Faith 
of this Article would rectify my Opin 
on, and dire my Actions, if ferioully 
conſidered and improved. This would 
make me think of Death under anothe! 
Notion, than'tis commonly conlidered.F 
withour'the conlideration of Hei anner 
ed to it, it is not ſo very formidable, bu! 
that Heathens have been able to d& 
piſe it. The moſt contrary Sects 7 
mong them, on different grounds has 
been able to do it; but conſider Pe 


as a palige tp Eternal miſery, wa 
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\,ce of Hel), at the end of all comfort 
oe ck Man, and the beginning of 
an endleſs Calamity, and nothing can 
be imagined more dreadful to a Guilty 
unholy Soul. Some of my Acquamrance, 
ir may be, who died this laſt year, are 
now among thoſe Hopeleſs, Deſpairing 
Wretches, who expect the final Judg- 
ment of God, to conſummate their inſup- 
portable Miſery. If they were permit- 
ted to come, and tell us what they ſuf 
fer, and what they know ; what a ter- 
rible conſuming Fire God is; what Va- 
nity, Luſt and Folly, brought thein to 
this place of Torment; what diligence 
they would adviſe us to, while in a 
State of Hope, to prevent the like; if 
we have any love and kindneſs for out 
ſelves, any Bowels of Compaſſion to our 
own Souls; what a Change do we think 
it would work upon us? Burt if we will 
not hear Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt, 


and bis Apoſtles, neither ſhould we be- 
eve, tho! one came from the Dead. 
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SECT. XX. 


The Eternal Bleſſedneſs of HEAVEN 
conſidered, as the Perfettion of Holineſs, 
t0 quicken our deſires, and endeavours 


after greater Meetneſs to poſſeſs zt. 


Oth one year after another haſten 

me to the end of Time ? And doth 
the Bleſſedneſs of Eternity depend on 
the Communications I now receive 
from God ? On the Preparations I now 
make, and the Meetneſs I can now at- 
tain for Eternal Felicity in the Preſence 
of my God and Saviour ? O, with what 
Intenſeneſ(s of mind, ſhould I now pro- 
ſecute that glorious Object ! with what 


unwearied diligence, ſhould 1 run the . 


race that is ſet before me, leſt I fall ſhort 
of the Incorruptible Crown of Lite? 
How ſhould every thing be undervalu 
ed and rejetted, that would divert, Ic- 
rard, or hinder me from purſuing this 


end? Lord! be not a ſtranger to my 
_ 


———— 


—— 
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Soul, in this diſtant Wilderneſs ſtate: 
Let me ſee more of thy Light ! be tranſ\- 
form'd more into thine Image ! expe- 
rience more of thy Love! feel more of 
thy vital Preſence, and quickning Spt- 
rit! let the Divine Life in my Soul be 
more powerful ! and the Characters of 
thy Likeneſs be more legibly ſtampt 
upon it! by the daily exerciſe of Faith, 
and Hope, and holy Aftections, carry 
me through this World! till my Pilgrim 
ſtate be over, and thou haſt brought 
me to perfett Everlaſting Holineſs ! And 
let the believing” fore-thoughts of it, fill 
all the Powers -of my Soul with Joy, 
and Wonder, deſire and Love! 

Give me-, Lord?! to think aright of 
the Heavenly Glory ; as a confirmed 
State of poſitive perfect Holineſs; of hea- 
venly Light, Love, Liberty and Joy 
with the ſatisfying. Viſion of God, in 
the Face of Chriſt, and his impretſed 
Likeneſs; dwelling for ever in the di- 
rect, and ſteady view of his transforming 
Glory ; with compleat conformity of 
rhe Soul to Eternal Goodneſs, Truth 
and Love, as its Perfection; efteemin 
nothing, deſiring noching but that God 
and Chriſt may be gloritied with an in- 


”J tire 
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tire SubjeCtion to his Will, adherence to 
him; Reſt and Confidence in him, ſwal- 
lowed up in the Love, Admiration , 
and Praiſe of God, and our Lord Jeſus, 
living in joyful repeated Acts of Suh- 
jxetion , Adoration, and acknowledg'd 
Dependance; raviſht to behold the Glo- 
ry of God, in the Face of Chriſt, to ſee 
.his bleſled Image perfett in every one 
of the Saints, &c. When all the pre- 
{ent Blindneſs of our Minds, the Errors 
of our Judgment, the Perverſeneſs of 
our Will, the diſorder and Rebellion of 
our Paſſions, the remaining Averſation 
from God, and Diſafftection to him, 
which in this World we complain of, 
ſhall all be done away : The Fleſh ſhall 
no more Luft againft the Spirit ; or the 
Law in our Members againſt the Law 
of our Minds; but an everlaſting 'Tran- 
quility and holy Peace take place; a 
Peace Which paſfeth all underſtanding , 
without any outward Moleſtation , or 
inward cauſe of Diſquiet. 

Our corrupted Nature ſhall no more 
caſt forth Mire and Dirt as now ; we 
ſhall have no more vain, or wicked 
Thoughts, no more ſinful Fears, or foo- 


liſh Hopes ; unbecoming Heats, ODER 
CG 
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Deſires, ſenſual Inclinations, earthly 
Aﬀections, teeble, floathful, ſpiritleſs Du- 
ties, dead and heartleſs Prayers, cold 
Thankſpivings, &c. but as we ſhall then 
know God without Errors, and ſee our 
Lord Jeſus face to face, ſo we ſhall love 
him without reſerve, more than now 
we can think, and ſerve him without 
Dulneſs and Diſtraction, and Praiſe him 
without Wearineſs : the ſpiritual Actings 
of our Souls ſhall have no allay of Drofs. 
And thus ſhall we be with him, and ad- 
mire, and injoy him, without end. 

Thus when Death is ſwallowed up in 
Victory; and what was imperfect is done 
away, and what was Corruptible and 
Mortal, hath put on Immortality ; God 
1 Chrift, ſball be All mm _ And when 
It is truly and perfectly ſo, Ther it is 
Heaven. The bletledneſs runs 1s 
unconceivable. A Ble/jed Perſon is not 
expreſt in the ſingular Number by 
the Hebrews, but in the abſtract, and 
in che Plural. Beatirudes inſtead of 
Bleſſed, becauſe the Bleſſings are as ma- 
ny and grear, as they have Powers and 
Capacities to partake of Blefledneſs. So 
wil it be in Heavez. A Ward, tho' 
commonly uſed as lictle undeeſtood, as 
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Ho/ineſs ; which is one of the greateſt 
My lſteries in the World. but will here- 
after be fully and delightfully under- 
ſtood by the Bleſſed Saints; as the Ma- 
Iignity and intrinſick Evil of $2 ſhall 
be, by the damned Spirits. 

Oh, that I might now feel more of 
this Heavenly Life, begun and carried 
on in my Soul, by a farther Participa- 
tion of his holy Image, and Conformy- 
ty to his Will! by more vital Effects of 
his indwelling Spirit in my Soul, form- 
ng it to be a Temple to himſelf, for his 
own delightful Reſidence! that forget- 
ting that, which I have received, I may 
ſtill be Covetous, and deſirous of more; 
forgetting what I have attaind, I may 
preſs on, with an holy Eagerneſs and 
Fervency towards the Mark! 
When I ſeriouſly examine my own 
heart, had I nothing elſe to prove the 
weakneſs of my Grace, and the finful 
remainders of Unbelief, but the low de- 
ſires, and few comfortable Thoughts, 
the ſe'dom joyful proſpect of this Bleſſed 
State; how ſad an Evidence were it of 
my low attainments, that I breath with 
no more Impatience, after that Bleſſed, 


Holy Reſt, in the injoyment of God and 
Chriſt; 
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Chriſt; and labour no more 1n prepa- 
ring for it? When we profeſs to believe 
that all the Deſires of our Souls ſhall be 
fixxd on Him, and filled with Him, as 
our Infinite and ſupreme Good ; and all 
the Expectations of Faith and Hope, 
ſwallowed up in endleſs Admiration , 
Gratitude, and Joy; being fully ſatisfied, 
and at Reſt, in the Preſence and Viſion 
of God ; without the leaſt Inclination, 
or Deſire of Change. And by conſequence, 

There will be no need of Nowvwe!ty, as 
now, to give a reliſh to our Happineſs. 
All Happineſs in this World is by compa- 
ring a Man's preſent Condition, With his 
paſt, or with that of fome Interiors. Bur 
che [ntrinſick Good, Felicity, and Joy of 
Heaven,will nezd noſuch F9/ to fer it off; 
no ſuch Compariſon to make it prized. 
The Bleſſed Spirits will never bole che 
lively Senſe of that low and miſerable 
Condition, from which they were rail. 
ed to ſo greata Glory; and fo will ever 
equally rejoyce in the Happineſs of their 
Tranſlation and . wonderful Change. 
And what was at firſt delightful, will 


for ever be fo; and not be diſdain'd, or 


lefſen'd by a Continuance ; as it happens 
in this World, from che Emptineſs, Shal- 
F $ lowncs 5 
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lownels, and Vanity of the Creature. 
An Afﬀectation of Varzety, and defire of 
Change, proceeding always from a Senſe 
of ant. But Holy Souls ſhall never be 
weary of ſeeing, loving, and injoying 
God ; his blefled Preſence will afford us 
undecaying and endleſs Satisfaction : 
Pleaſure, never to be interrupted, or a- 
bated, and never to ceaſe. The bleſſed 
Object 1s abſolutely Infinite, and fo will 
bealways ev to a finite underſtanding ; 
and continuai freſh Communications 
from his infinite fulneſs, muſt needs 
make our ſubjective Happineſs to be al- 
ways new, and eternally ſuch. 

Let me by ſuch Thoughts quicken and 
excite my diligent Endeavours, after a 
greater meetneſs to 1njoy ſo great a Bliſs. 
And to that end, conſider whether any 
of thoſe happy Souls, who have finiſht 
their Courſe, and obtained the Prize, do 
now regret their utmoſt Diligence, Pa- 
tience, and Perſeverance, during their 
ſhort abode here, to ſecure the Bleſled- 
neſs of an endleſs Lite : No, 70, they are 
far from repenting the Time they ſpent, 
the Trouble they were at, the Care they 
ufed, the Difficulties they met with, the 


Sufferings they indured ; to conflict wo 
the. 
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the World, and the Fleſh, to reſiſt 
Temptation, to watch over their Hearts, 
and Words, and Ways, to work out thelC 
Salvation, to pleaſe God, and be faith- 
ful to him, &c. They find to their un- 
ſpeakable Comfort, and everlaſting Joy, 
that Heaven makes amends for a/!, they 
could do or ſuffer in order to their com- 
ing zhither, Yea, they find that they were 
not Diligent, and Humble, and Patienr, 
and Circumfpe&t enough. That they did 
not love God, and ſeek his Glory, re- 
deem their Time, and improve all their - 
Talents, and Opportunities of doing and : 
receiving Good, and give up themſelves 
intirely to prepare for Heaven, to that 
degree they ſhould have done. They 
find by the tranſcendency of the blefled 
Recompence, that ic deſerved infinitely 
20re than the moſt Active, Zealous 
Chriſtian upon Earch did ever do, in: 
order to jt. 

Lord! quicken my Reſolutions and 
Endeavours by ſuch thoughts as theſe. 
Inſpire my fl uggiſh, carnal Heart, with 
holy Light, and Life, and Zeal, and. 
Fervour ! that looking to the things which 
are not ſeen, which are Eternal: | may®* 
tay up a good Foundation againſt the Time 
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10 come, and [0 lay hold of eternal Life! 
Bur alas! How much have I neglec- 
ed the great Duty of Holy Meditation ? 
How little skill and experience have T in 
it? How taſtleſs and inſipid oftentimes 
are my Thoughts of God ! how confu- 
ſed and unſteady ! how little Pleaſure or 
Advantage have I by contemplating his 
higheſt Excellencies? Yet methinks, 
could I butretain the ſame awakened, live- 
Iy thoughtsof Heaven, and Eternal Life, 
which ſometimes I have had; might I 
continually feel the ſweet and ſacred In- 
fluence, as for a /:#t/e ſeaſon I have ſome- 
times felt it; how little, how very a 
Nothing , wouid all :hz World be to me ! 
How comparatively weak, its ſtrongeſt 
: and moſt alluring Snares, to draw me 
off from God ! with what an unſhaken 
mind could I refuſe and reſiſt 'em ! with 
what an unconcerned z4:fference cou!d I 
look upon all its moſt charming Glory ! 
Could I maintain ſuch a frame of Spt- 
Tit, as I have ſometimes had for a little 
while, in the ſerious Contemplation of 
Divine Myſteries, in Fcrvent Prayers, 
and other Solemn Dutics of Religion ; 
when the acts of Faith were ſtrong and 
lively, my Heart ſet on fire with love 
ro God, and holy breathings after him ; 
| Eg 24MIring 
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admiring his macchleſs Grace to tailen 
Sinners, (and to my Soul 111 particular | 
when he brought me io tH& ve 

of Heaven, : tho) a/as / how ſeldom 9 DY 
the delightfu; Efhought of what the B:ct. 
ſed Spirits above Njoy, iT _ cling NETS 
Chriſt is, and beholding his Glor: 
when I was ready to ſay within my il, 
'Tts good to be here; this is no ether 'han 
the Gate of Heaven; Oh, whes (hail Mor- 
rality be ſwallowed up of Life. | _ when 
I thought at any time to fix and !-ctle in 
ſuch ſweet Contemplations, how quick- 
ly did my lazy backward Hear: fly off! 
how ſoon did the flame decay and dye 
away ! how ſoon did I find my lelf fal- 
len down to Earch again ' ſunk down 
from the Boſom of my Lord, preſently 
forgor my ſeit and Heaven, to dwell a- 
mong the Pots, and :nbrace a Dung- 
hill! *I'was not on iy own Wings, O 
Lord! that I ſoared fo high ; but I hope 
by the breathings of that holy Spirit of 
Light and Love, who bloweth when , 
and where, and how long he liſteth. 
Who gave me at any time any ſuch jr/ 
fruits of the Spirit ; who convinc't me of 
the Certainty of the Heavenly Inheri- 
rance, by a lively believing foreſight of 


TH who made me carneſtly deſire the 
Wings 
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Wings of a Dove to be gone, and appear 
before God in S:'7; made me Pant and 
Groan to be delivered, and to be with 
God and Chriſt, with inexpreflible De- 
fire and, Joy, unconceivably mixt with 
Sighs aud Groans. O my God ! let not 
this experience be only ſucha Taſte of the 
Powers of the World to come, as is con- 
fiſtent with final Apoſtacy! only the ſeem- 
ing Zeal of the ſtony Ground ! the rap- 
turous Joy of an Hypocrite ! from the 
Power of Imagination, and a heated 
Fancy ; from the workings of meer na- 
tural Self-love; upon miſtaken appre- 
henſions of God, and a falſe Opinion of 
Heaven ; but by the holy effects, let 
me be aſſured of the Cauſe and Princi- 
ple; that it was of God ! 

Teach me from the ſweetneſs of a 
Spiritual Communion with God row in 
any of his appointed Ordinances, to ar- 
gue to my ſelf what that moſt raviſhing 
SatisfaCtion will be, that the Enjoyment 
of God in Heaven will afford the Soul. 
Our Holineſs is now imperfect, to what 
it ſhall be: and therefore our Conſlolati- 
on, Peace, and Joy, is but i pars, and 
incomparably leſs than we are aſſured if 
will be, when we ſhall be admitted to 


behold rhe.G/cry of the Lord, "Lis now 
at. 


— 
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at moſt, but as the Break of Day, to the 
Luſtre of the Meridian Sun. But rf in 
this low imperfect State, we can ſome- 
times obtain ſo near a View of his Glory. 
and feel ſuch ſweet Communications of 
his Grace; how much more of this Con- 
ſolation and Joy is reſerved to Heaven * 
If in this Pilgrim State, the Gifts and 
Graces, and Comforts of tne Holy Spirit 
are ſo refreſhing: O! what hath God 
prepared beyond the Grave, for thoſe 
who love him ? Ifnow he ſometimes ſhed 
abroad his love in our Hearts, after ſucha . 
manner ; how much better ſhall I love 
him, and feel the influence, and ezidence 
of his Love to me, when I ſhall be with 
him, and ſee him Face to Face? If the 
2pprehenſions of this future Bleſſedneſs, 
do now encourage, raiſe, and animate my 
drooping Soul: O, what ſhall I know 
and ſee ? And how ſhall Irejoyce, when 
the Vail 1s removed ? If a Sacramental 
Communion with God and Jeſus Chriſt, 
be ſometimes ſo ſweet, and ſo affecting ; 
what will the Bleſſed Communion with 
God, and all his Saints above amount to 
when I ſhall ſit down with all the Chil- 
dren of God, in the Preſence of the 
Bridegroom, at the laſt great Supper of 
the Lamb in Glory! If the Earneſt of 
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our Inheritance be ſo reviving, what will 
be the full Poſſeſſion of 1r? If the Hopes 
of that glorious Day, by holy Meditati- 
on, be ſo tranſporting ; what will be the 
end of our Faich and Hope ? If a Grape 
or two in the Wilderneſs, be ſuch a Cor: 
dial ; what will be the whole Vintagein 
the Land of Promſe ? 

ShallI after all this, forget my own Ex- 
perience , and run from God and Hea- 
ven, to imbrace or ſeek a periſhing 
Toy 2 Shall I hide my ſelf with Saz!, a- 
mong the Stuff, and Lumber of this World, 
when God is calling me to a Glorins 
Crown? Art thou, O wy Soul ! a King's 
Son, an Heir of Heaven, an expectant cf 
ſuch great Felicity, and yet ſtoop ſolow? 
Hope for Heaven, and yet graſp this 
_ Earth, and hug the vain Appearances of 

earthly Good ? Hope to be like to God, 
(and oh how Glorious an Hope is that : ) 
co partake of his Image, and live Eter- 
nally with him; and yet be ſollicitous, 
anxious, and diſquieted about Honour, 
and Money, and a Temporal Intereſt : 
And mightily concerned about the mo- 
mentany Gratifications of the Fleſh, and 
the Injoyments of this World? Art thou 
a Pilgrim and Stranger here, and tra- 


velling home to the Heavenly Country ; 
| an 
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ind yet eager and paſſionate about eartht- 
ly Things 2 Should an Heart that 1s ſet 
pon Heaven, (or may be fo, and 
ought to be ſo) ſhould. it burn with ſuch 
Kuchin, ſuch common Fire? And neglect 
the unconceivable Riches and Plealures, 


and immortal Honours of the other Life, 


and the dawnings of that Glory upon 
my Soul, by the foretaſts of it in 1 ? 
How great is the diſproportion between 
the Heavens and the Earth? How vaſt 
the Circumference of the one, and how 
ſmall a Point the other ? How many 
thouſand Miles doth the Sun travel in 
the Heavens, while it paſleth but one 
Inch upon a Dial? Oh that my attections 
were carried to heavenly Things, with a 
ſwiftneſs ſomewhat anſwerable to the 
glorious Object. And let their motion 
to earthly Things be rather flow and in- 
ſenſible, like that of the Sun on a Dial. 
Since I profeſs to believe, and wait for 
the heavenly Glory, ſhould I not live, 
as ſeeking ſuch things, as expecting ſuch 
a Glory? And are careleſs and indifte- 
rent Thoughts, fleepy heartleſs Prayers, 
faint and weak FEndeavours, becoming 
in ſuch a caſe? Shall F not mend my 
Pace, and double iny Diligence in my 
preparatory Work? When I can belie- 

vingly 
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vingly foreſee the bleſled Recompence. 
waiting for that Everlaſimmg Lig bt of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, which no Eclipg 
ſhall ever darken or obſcure ; for that 
Eternal Glorious Day, which ſhall ne. 
ver be cloſed with an Evening. When 
I ſhall ſee the Face of God in Chrift 
and be like him, participate more of his 
Image, reſt in his Love, and dwell for 
ever in the Light of his Countenance, 
according to the Prayer and Promile of 
my Bleſſed Saviour, 

And ought not ſuch a proſpect to 
ſweeten the Bicterneſs of all our interme- 
diate Sufferings? Weare now oftentimes 
in Heavineſs and Sorrow ; but Eternity 
will be enough for an uninterrupted Joy. 
When we ſhall exchange all. our Trou- 
bles for everlaſting Reſt, our Priſons for 
perfett Liberty, our Poverty for the 
Riches of God ; Darkneſs for Light; 
Diſcord for Love ; Deformity for Beau: 
ty; our Weakneſſes and preſent Lal 
guiſhings, for Strength and Vigor; Folly 
ſor Wiſdom ; Diſgrace for Glory, Sicknel 
and Pain for eternal Eafe and Health; 
the Animal for the Angelical Life ; Ir 
perfetion and Pollution for conſur mat 
Holineſs; our Sighs, and Tears, a" 
Sorrows, and Complaints, for £117 

phan! 
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phant Everlaſting Praiſe; our Lolles, Af- 
fronts, Diſappointments, Perplexities, 
Fears, Groans, and Death, for Crowns 
and Scepters, Hymns and Hallelujahs, 
Light and Life, and Bliſs unutterable ; 
and ſuch great things as are fit for us to 
hope, but too great to be now particu- 
larly underſtood, and talkt of ; while we 
know but 11 part, and ſee th rough a Glaſs 
darkly. Yea, it ſeems as if it were not 
lawful to utter 'em, 2 Cor. 12. 4. and 
now they cannot be expreſt, or fully 
known ; for Eye hath not ſeen, or Ear 
heard , or can it enter into the Heart of man 
#0 conceive, that prepared Glory. 
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A Dewout Meditation upon Pſalm 77. 25. 


Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? 


And there is none upon Earth that L 
deſire beſides thee. 


HAT is there in Heaven or in 
Earth, O Lord! but thy Pre- 


{ence 
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ſence to be valued, loved, deſired, cho. 
ſen, ſought, or delighted in? There is 
nothing in either World-defirable wirhour 
Thee, nothing certainly above Thee, no- 
thing in Compariſon with Thee. In Thee 
alone I truſt; on The? I depend; in.Thee 
I repoſe my Confidence and Hope: 
from 7 hee I expect all. my Felicity and 
Salvation. Whatever I can loſe, yet 
I [i with the continuance of thy Favour, 
i which is my Life, I have ſtill Enough, 
I if With that I am Rich, without ir Iam 
Poor and Miſerable. And if I want the 
Loveof God, all that Heaven and Earth 
can give hefides, will not make me hap: 
In 7yee, therefore, I would termi- 
nate all my AfﬀeCtions, . all my Devotti- 
ons! There is nothing of Heaven to be 
had on Ea::tb, but in thy Favour, [mage 
and Love, and the reviving Senſe of it. 
And all the Heaven I expect hereafter, 
'tis in the more fuil and immediate Com- 
munications of theſe, in thy bleſſed Pre- 
ſence. Ican defire nothing upon Earth ; 
I can /»joy nothing in Heaven, but T bee! 
both here and there, thou arr, and ſhat: 
ever be my all-ſufficient, ſatisfactory Por- 
tion, my Everlaſting All! None elſe can. 
be.the Portion of my Soul, Nothing elſe 
Can 
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can fill up all its Wants, anſwer all its 
Cravings, be ſuited to all Its Capacities, 
appeaſe and charm all ts reſtleſs Mot1- 
ons, and give complacence to all its De- 
fires, and be the proper Object of all its 
Afﬀectiions. : 
What is there elſe can juſtly claim my 
Love, or pretend to my ſupreme Aﬀectt- 
on in compariſon with God * Thou art 
alone the proper Center of it. Thine 
infinite and incomparable Excellencies, 
(who art Lowe it ſelf) deſerve my chol- 
ceſt Love ; and thy numberleſs Mercies 
and Benefits, challenge it as a juſt Debr ; 
as a piece of Homage due from all, and 
of ſpecial Gratitude alſo from me. Oh 
that I could love thee above all things ! 
who alone art worthy of all my Love! 
O that D:vine Love might be the ruling 
Principle within me! to inſpire all my 
Thoughts, to regulate all my deſires, to 
ſetall the Powers of my Soul on Work / 
O that it might take the full Potlefſion of 
my Heart, and ſo animate and order all 
my Actions to pleaſe him, whom my 
Soul Jloveth! If as yet I cannot ſay with 
thine Apoſtle, Lord ! thou that knoweſt all 
things, thou knoweſt that I lowe thee. Yet 
i can ſay, Lord, thou knoweſt that I would 
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lowe thee ! Thou haſt provided for our 
Happineſs, by that firſt and great Com. 
mand of loving thee with all our Hearts 
and Souls, and Strength. But alas! how 
backward is my ſluggiſh carnal Heart 
to this delightful Exerciſe ? Tho' I have 
ſo oft been told , that God ts Lune, 
and that he that dwelleth in Love, dwel. 
leth in God, and God in him, O ſhed a- 
broad thy Love into my Soul ! thatl may 
feel the vital Power and Influence of it, 
and live continually in the Lowe of God, 
and. that nothing may ever be able to ſe- 
parate me from 1t. 

Whom havelI in Heaven or Earth, t 
Hope in, but Thee? I expect more from 
Creatures, than they can, or will per- 
form ; but God can do for me more a- 
bundantly than I can askor think;exceed 
my largeſt thoughts, out-ſtrip my higheſt 
expectations. And no man was ever 
diſappointed, who made 7hee his Hope. 
When I meet with Croſles, and Wrongs, 
Unfaichfulneſs, Contempt, Hatred, and 
Perſecution from Men, I need not won- 
der ; I was never told by God, it would 
be otherwiſe here. Did I look for leſs 
from Creatures, and expect more from 


God; Did I reckon this World to be a 
ſtats 
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Rate of Trial, and not a place of Reſt 
and Satisfaction ; My Faith and my De- 
fires would be ſtronger with reſpect to 
God and Heaven ; and temporal Cala- 
mities and Diſappointments leſs affictive 
and vexatious. 

And what is there, O Lord! in Hea- 
ven, or in Earth, my Soul can ere be- 
ſides Thee? Is there any thing deſireable, 
but as it is thine, of thee, and from thee ? 
And bears ſome Impreſſion of thine Ex- 
cellence, or brings ſome Intimation of 
thy Love? And what can I reaſonably 
deſire; what that is worth deſiring, or 
having, bur thou art able to be, and do, 
and give ? 

In whom, or what, fhall I Repoyce, but 
In Thee, Or Lord! ſhall I folace my ſeit in 
tranſitory Goods, that ſlip between my 
Fingers, and periſh in the Uſing ? or re- 
liſh carnal Joys, which pollute and de- 
baſe tne Soul? When I may and ought 
to Reoyce in Thee at all Times, asthe cnly 
Source of perfect Everlaſting Joy. Let 
me then ſtir up my drooping, deſpond- 
Ing, unbelieving Heart, to rejoyce in 
God ; who takes Pleaſure in the chear- 
ful Service and Obedience of his Chil- 
Uren ; who delighteth in thoſe, whode- 
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hghc in him. Is not * Delighting inGg 
a moſt eſſential, vital part of Religion ? 
Should it not be my conſtant Frame 2 
Hath not God ſufficiently provided, that 
it may be ſo? Canl ſay and believe, that 
God is the Portion of my Soul ; that h: 
zs tsy God, and I hope to live with him 
for ever, and not Rejoyce 2 Or canlT con- 
ſider the Grace of the new Covenant, 
the. matchleſs Love of. Chriſt, and the 
precious Promiles of the Goſpel, and not 
ſee reaſon to Rejoyce? Yea, doth my 
Soul love God, and endeavour to pleaſe 
him; and is not the very Act and Exer- 
ciſe of holy Love, mixt with unſpeaka- 
ble ſweetneſs ? 

Whomis therein Heaven, or in Earth, 
or Hell, that I ought to Fear, bur T hee * 


Who haſt a negative Voice in all the De&- 


ſigns of Men and Devils; an hook in 
their Noſtrils ; a Bridle in their Mouths; 
co make them fulfil thy Pleaſure, and 1n 
every thing accompliſh thy Sovereign 
Decree. 

Is there any other, in whom I may re- 
poſe my Truſt, but in Thee, O Lord! the 
Rock of Ages? The might of thy Powe!, 


—_ _ an —_—— ———_— 
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- unſearcheableneſs of thy Wiſdom, the 
rar ona Fr of thy Nature, the ſtability 
of thy Truth, the riches of thy Grace, 
and the immutability of thy Promiſe, are 
a ſure foundation, for my Soul to truſt to, 
and rely upon. Thy word ſtands firm for 
over : and the Trath of thine ability, and 
readineſs to belp, in every time of need, 
endures the ſame throughout all Generations. 
At all times, and in all places, my ſoul may 
truf# in thee, and find relief. And they 
who know thy name will do fo: for 7 1-e 
Lord Fehovab is Everla$ting Kindreſs, and 
Strength, To anſwer all my doubts, to 
ſupply all my wants,& to fill all my'defires. 
May rot God take it upkindIv, . that I truſt 
him no more ? Ard isit not a criminal un- 
kindneſs,thar I give him not the glory of all 
theſe Excellent Attributes, wich are the 


grounds of Truſt; by a conſtant, ſteady, in- 


tire dependance on him for all that 1 need ? 

L have none in Hceaveu but Thee, © Lord! 
as the obje&t of my Invocation and Worſhip, 
Let other Chriſtians have recourſe to rep 
Meaiators, and cal} upon other Gods: I] 
will make mention of chy Name, and of thy 
Righteouſneſs only. And atk of thee what- 
icever | need, for the ſake of thy Chriſt, my 
only adorable AMediaior. Him thou heareſt 
alwayzwith him thou art always well plea- 


G ſed. 


| 138 Devont Reft: tons 


ſed. I honour the holy Angels, as glorious 
Attendants about thy Throne ; andi bler 
thee for them,as Miniſtring Spirits,for the 
good of thy Servants ; but I dare not in. 
voke, or Worſhip?em,becauſe they are Fel. 
low Servants. On the ſame account I honoyr 
the memory of Departed Saints, but neither 
invoke them,or pay them religious worſhip, 
ThatGlory, thou wilt not give unto ano- 
ther. I have no precepr in Holy Scripture to 
direct, no promiſe to encourage, no Exam: 
ple to authorize the Invocation of any other 
but Thee ; i» whom 1 believe, and truft, 
Rom. 10. 14. 

Having ſuch a God in Heaven, what can 
I need on Earth? His Eyes behold me, his 
Wing is over me,his Hand can ſupply me, 
his Grace provide for me. 1 can wart #- 
thing that is Good, unleſs I ſhould need ſome 
what, which God, the infinitely Bleſſed and 
Aliſufficient God, cannot beſtow. If thou art 
the Portion of my Soul; all mine Enemes 
cannot make me -ſerable : unleſs they can 
void Heaven of the preſence of 'God, hin- 
der his care, bind up his hand, or obſtruct 
his Love. - But tho my Enemies cannot, | 
fear my Sins may. They alone can ſeparate 
between God and my Soul. And conlide 


ging the multitude & aggravations of m_ 
| an 
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and thine unſpotted Holineſs and Juſtice; 


1 ſhould have too much reaſon to fear and 
tremble, yea and utterly deſpair, f 1 ha# 
none in Heaven but Thee.But thy word allures 
me, that 1 have a Mediator there: a faithful 
and a compaſſionate High-Prieſt, Feſus Chr: ſl f 
the Righteous : whom thon haſt exaltedto be a 
Prince, and a Saviour, to give Repentaiice and 
Remiſſion of Sins. Who lives for ever in Hea- 
ven, to make Interceſſion,till he hath brought me 
there, to behold bis Glory, and partake of it. 

That Glory,O Lord ! thou haſt reſerved 
for Heaven: in this World we only deſrre, 
believe, and hope to enjoy it. Whom 
bave | in Heaven? That is the place of Fraz- 
tzon, What canl deſire upon Earth ? This 
World 1s the place of Deſires, as the other 
of full /»joyment. Moſt of that which men 
call Injoyment in this Life, conſiſts but in 
Deſire. Deſire,or Luſt is all that is in the 
wicked World, 1 Fehn 2.c. 13. the Riches 
of a Covetous worldling makes him de- 
hre more; and the great myſtery of In» 
temperance,ls tocreate and increaſe defires: 
and Deſtres of another kind are the portion 
of good men in this World. 

O that I could breathe after a ſtate of 
perfect Fruition in Heaven, with more im- 
portunate deſires ! Ho will give me to be in 
Heaven with IT hee? On Earth I aefire ncthing. 

3 So 
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So ore verſion. Let me, O my Sonl! think of 
Heaven, as ſuch a place, or ſtate of blefſeq 
Injoyment 7 {peak of it, ſeek it, long for It, 
prepare for it, as ſuch. And let Jeſu; 
Chr:ſt,who isthe deſire of allNations,(through 
whom all Divine Communications are 
made to fallen Sinners) be the great objec 
of my preſent deſires and love ! Let me de- 
ſire nothing bur as 5 him; and for him; that 
believing his Word, obeying his Law, 
adoring his Perſon, imitating his Example, 
truſting his Promiſe, conſtrained by bis 
Love, partaking of his Image, filled with 
his Grace, and comforted by his Spirit 
my Meditations of him may be {weeter, 


and my Love ſtronger ; and I may have 


nothing more left to deſire for my ſelf, but 
that God who hath raiſed and exalted 
Him, would keep alive my faith, and hope, 
and holy deſires, till he hath made me 
meet to be with him; and after having 
gvided me by his Grace, and Spirit, and 
Councels, here on Earth, would receive 
me to his moſt Bleſſed and Glorious Pre- 


ſence in Heaven. Amen, Amen. 
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X X11. 
The Glorious Appearance of Chriſt 0 Judg- 
ment confid:red as Certain: The le'ror 
and Aſtoniſhment 5 Confuſion and D e- 
ſpair of Wicked Jews,and Chriſtians, 79 
beh1ld their Judge , and hear his condemn - 
171g Sentence to EFERL AST I N & De- 
ſtrutÞon. 
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Hen our Bleſſed Saviour ſhall ap- 
pear to judge the World, I read 
that it ſhall be, i his own Glory, the Glory 
of his Father, and of the Holy Angels. If 
by the glory of his Father, be meant that of 
the Divinity, as the Original and Author 
of all things in Nature, as the Almighty 
Creator of the World; and by the Glory 
of his hely Angels, be underſtood that 'of 
the Legal adminiſtration , the Law being 
given by the diſpoſition of Angels; and 
by his own Glory, that of the Goſpel, as he 
is the Meſſiah; that in the Glory of all 
theſe, heſhall come to Judgment : we have 
a ſummary account of the three different 
Revelations which God hath made of him- 
ſelf to mankind ; by the Light of Nature, 
that of the Law, and the more manifeſt 
one of the Goſpel. According to which 


G 3 Every 
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every man Is to be judged at the laſt gay. 
Tho' we cannot diltinEly tell what or 
how great our Lord's Glory will then be : 
we may be certain, it will be ſuitable to 
the dignity of his Royal Perſon, ſuitable 
to the grandeur of his Father's Majeſty , 
with the ſplendor of a Triumphant Prince, 
whe is Heir of all Things, and hath al! 
' Power in Heaven and in Earth committed 
to tim ; the Great Lord of both Worlds, 
Head of Argels and Men : and ſuitable to 
his Glorious Office, as Mediator, and the 
appointed Judge of Quick and Dead. 
If at his TTansfiguration his Face ſhone, 
and-his Rayment was white and glittering, 
How much more ſplendid will his laſt Ap- 
pearance be? When the Boates of his Saints 
ſhall be ſeven times brighter than the luſtre 
of the Sw? And if his Members ſhall then 
be ſo glorions, how tranſcendently more 
fo will their Head, rhzir Lord appear? It 
the delivery and promulgation of the 
Law, on Mount S:ma: , was accompanied 
with ſuch circumſtances of terrible Majeſty, 
how much more may we ſuppole the Great 
Aſſize will be attended with, when hc 
comes IG judge for the Vioiation of the 
Law, and the contemnpr of the Goſpel? And 
ifeven ſes did then exceedingly quake 
andrfear, what will be the conſternation | 
a1 
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ling of the wicked World at the 
__— Chriſt? When he ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven, in flaming Fire, with A g10rl- 
ans retinue of his migaty Angels, as ſo ma- 
ny bright Stars, about the more glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. The lights of Heaven 
ſhall be Eclips?d; the viſible Sun ſhall vail 
ics bluſhing head as infinitely out-ſhone: 
the preſent glory of tre Creation be all 
benighted,. by reaſon of iis tranicen ent 
Brightneſs. Yea, the Heavens ſhall be 
wrapt up as a ſcroll ; the Elements metit 
away with a mighty noiſe: the Earth and 
all its works be burnt up; and the whole 
Univerſe as one great Bonfire, to zedorg 
the Triumph. of our Lord's Appearance, 
And this uſtiered in by the voice of an 
Archangel, proclaiming his approach ; and 
the voice of God ſupplying the uſe of a 
Trumpet, to raiſe the Dead, and poſſeſs 
mankind with an awful Reverence of their 
Judge. | 
Thus in Triumph, as a Conqueror, and a 
Juage, ſhallhe come again, who once ap- 
pear d in the form of a Servant to be- 
judged and condemn'd by Man. Ther ke 
was called Kiny in ſcorn - now he will ap- 


pear as much above all Earthly and Humane + © 


Greatneſs, as once he ſtoopt for our ſakes 
beneath it. They the Contempt of Na- 


O 1 tions, 
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tions, and no way eſteem'd Deſirable 
when he came from the Womb of his Vir. 
gin-Mother--ow the Terror of the Wor1g 
when he comes again from the right hang 
of his Father. No more to be ſubjett to 
a ſtate of Meanneſs, but to render vengeance 
ro all, nho know not God, and obey not the Go. 
ſpel : anato be glorified in his Saints, and ad. 
mirea in, and by all them that believe * 
He was put to ſhame in the days of his 
Fleſh, made himſelf of no Reputation, 
and accounted unworthy to live; but 
when he comes again, he will put on 3 
Garment of Vengeance, to repay Fury to 
the Enemies of his Croſs, and make his 
wicked Deſpiſers riſe again to ſhame, and 
everlaſting Contempr. They that once 
bowed. the knee to him in mockery, and 
ſhaked their heads at him in deriſion, ſhall 
then ſee every knee bow before him , if 
things in Heaven, things #1 Earth, and under 
the Earth, Ang=ls , Men, and Devils 10 
ſubjeCtion to him as Lord and King. #: 
late, who condemn?d him) as his Priloner, 
ſhall appear before him as his rightiul 
Judge ; and know, that he was another: 
onels King and Monarch than the Roma" 
Emperor. The falſe-wirneſſes, who accuſed 
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im of Blaſphemy, ſhall be impeach'd by 
One another, and their own guilty Con- 
ences, before his Bar, with the other 
Jews, who once drag'd him before their 
Tribunal; and be confounded to ſtand be- 
fore his Judgment Seat. His Crucificrs 
Q211 behold him on a Throne of Glory, 
whom they Nailed to an infamous Cre/s. 
They ſhall be aſtoniſh'd to behold him fic- 
ting at the Right Hand of God, whole 
Hands they bound , whoſe Body they- 
ſcourp'd, whoſe Side they pierc'd. They 
who Crown'd him with Thorns, ſhall 
(with all the World) behold him with a' 
Crown of Glory. They that ſpit on him 
and ſmote him on the face with the fiſt f 
wickedveſs, ſhall have thew own f , 
aces 
covered with Confuion. They that a 
proved his Concemnation t6 Death A 
Criminal, ſhall be ſentenced SB 
"y-þ as their Judge, to Everjaſting i 
ructION. ev tha £ ng A 
Malcfaor, —_ _ wag him, as a 
{tripes. They that made _ a ICS 
der the weight of his Croſs {h Wok w_— 
der the Gailt and Puniſhment of , Ow” 
It. They that Nailed him to th ve. 
g ree, between Thieves and add htc, 
o | 
» ſentenc d to endleſs Paniſhm , t wn 
uch worſe Compeny. Th m—_— 
POO G e&y WHl9 gave 
J him 
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him Gall and Vinegar to drink, ſhall n+ 
be able to get a drop of water to col 
their own Tongues Where then ſhall 
the wicked and ungodly of the Chr;ſt;an 
World appear ? who Crucifie the Soy of 
God afreſh, ſince he hath declared himſelf 

to be /o, by his Reſurrection, and the Mi. 
_ honof the Holy Ghoſt, and fulfilling his 
threatned vengeance on the Nation of the 
Told. XC. 

If the Jews ſhall havea ſorer Condem- 
nation than Ignorant Heathens, who never 
heard of Chriſt, never ſaw his Miracles, 
or were inform?*d of his Dodttrin ; How 
ſhall we eſcape ? For he wlll come again as 
a Conqueror, and a Fadge, and not as a ſut- 
ferer and a ſurety, as he came at firſt; 
and tho' he was numbred with Tranſgreſ- 
fors, and maaes his Grave with the Wicked, 
at bis firſt Appearance ; he ſhall hereafter 
be attended with the ſhouts of Angels, wo 
excell in ftrength, and the joyful Acclama- 
tions of his Saints, glittering as the Light, 
and paying Homage to him as the Judge of 
Quick and Dead. He, whom we have 
deſpiſed, fhall then be encompaſt with a 
dazling Glory that will confound us.  t, 
whom we have affronted, will be' clothed 
with a Majeſty that fhall aſtoniſh us. 4 
whom we haye offended, ſhall be armed 


with 


an Cime and ©rerniilfi £548} 
:-+h Power,and with Wrath topuniſh us; 
a that continue tO lift up the Heel 
3gainſt him, ſhall then be made his Foot- 
ſtool: all that refuſe to kiſs the Scepter of 
his Grace, ſhall be broken. in pieces Dy his 
lron Red. | 
The Holy Scripture doth frequently and 
exprelly aſſure us, that he will 145 come 
again, and for theſe ends. He 1s exalted, 
and gone to Heaven, 4s the Head of bu 
Church, and the King of Glory ; and when 
he foretold his Atcenſion, he gave a pro- 
miſe of his Return. The Heavens are to 
contain him till the reſtztutzon of all things, 
By his Providence, and by the holy Spirit; 
te now Carries On the deſigns of his Death: 
ard when theſe are accompliſh'd, be will 
apperr, to the Joy of Believers, and the 
Coifulion of the Wicked. He 1s entred as 
our* Forerwnner,within the Veil, to prepare 
Maniions, and to take poſleſſion for us,and 
will notalways leave us in this dark and de- 
ung World. He knoweth our Sorrows, 
2nd heareth our Prayers, and bottles our 
4cars, takes notice of our Groans, and in 
all our Afliftions he is afflicted. Being re- 
conciied by his Death, -at his firſt coming, we' 
{all ve ſaved byhis Life,fince be lives to make 
good his word of coming again. 


VE_—— _ — 
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How comfortable is the News of jt ? 
how joyful will be the ering, to ſuch 
expect and prepare to ſee him ? when the 
Sea and the Graves ſhall yield up theirDeag 
and all the Priſoners of Hope lift up their 
heads, ariſe, go up, and meet the Lord in 
the Air, and aſcend with him to the Hez- 
venly Glory. But who can expreſs how 
diſmal a ſight this will be to the Secure, and 
the Iperirent, to all who die in their fins? 
to behold their Faage ( who formerly of- 
fered to be their Saviorr ) upon a glorious 
Throne,and all the Children of Adam ſum- 
mon'd before his Tribunal! to have nothing 
to anſwer againſt his Charge, and no way 
to eſcape his condemning Sentence ! they 
deſpiſed him as a Lamb, off:r'd in Sacrifice 
to take away the ſins of the World : but 
ſhali no longer do ſo, when he comes as 
the Lien of the Tribe of 7=dah, to devour 
and deſtroy the Enemies of his Croſs. Now 
they will not own him for their Zord, but 
ſhall chez find he is ſo, by the Vengeance he 
will execute. | 

As a Feſus,as a Saviour they rejected him, 
making light of bis Salvation, deſpiſing his 
Mercy, refuſing his Grace - but the weglefed 
Goſpel will then be a more k:4ing Letter than 
the Law. He whboby his Ambaſſadors doth 


now intreat Sinners to be reconciled, _—_ 
= then 
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o theter Intreaties, oe 
t1;; , Becauſe they would nOC 
ak Pf Ruroof, hearken T0 the Call of 
his \Verd, and obey Its Vice, they mult 
hear the Sentence of Condemnation, and 
feel the Execution of it, whether they will 
or nozyea,the Blood of his Crofs will up- 
braid,accule,and plead againſt chem. And 
whatſoever fooliſhEvaiions they now make, 
to cortinue in ſecurity, they ſh2ll then be 
Speechleſs, and Self- condemned. Nothing will 
be able to hide them from the amazing Pre- 
ſence of their Judge, or from the Wrath of 
the Lamb.He then will inflict an intolerable 
and righteous Vengeance,an Everlaſting De- 
#ruf10n,upan allthe ignorant and ungodly 
Woorld:the Greateſt,the Stouteſt,the Bold- 
eſt of them,ſhall then be bumbled,and ſtand 
before Chriſt's Tribunal,upon an equal Le- 
vel with the meaneſt ; ſeized with horror, 
hlled with guilt, anguiſh, and deſpair ; 
and find to their eternal Confuſion, that 
the Fudge is no reſpetter of Perſons, but every 
man ſhall receive according to his works, The 


Mighty ſhall not be ſpared for his Grear- 


then be as deaf t 


nels, nor the Mean man for his Poverty. 


0 Fool ! O Wretch that lam! ſhall many 
then fay,who now braveit out in Pride and 
Vanity, unconcern'd about a future Judg- 
ment ! not to be perſwaded by the terrocs 


of 


1 
ry 

: 

x 

=. 
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of the Lord, which I was ſo often war;”; 
and foretold of What Refuge of Hoy: 
can I now flieto ? What can I ſay for my 
ſelf ! What canldoto eſcape, to die, tg 
exiſt no longer ? 1 would have no compaſſur 
on my own Soul; I would not ſo much x: 
conſider 1ts danger ; | ſhall now find 1 
from Chriſt, I can expect none ! His M<r. 
cy is gone, and gone for ever! 1 am loſt, 
undone, tormented, and muſt eternally he 
ſo! O the Amazement, Horror, and Deſpair 
of ſelf-condemned Sinners in that day of 
Vengeance ! 

O my Soul ! what is there of greater con- 
ſequence, or of greater certainty from the 
Word of God, than that 7 muſt appear to 
Judgment, when Chriſt ſhall come again! 
Lord, teach me to believe it firmly, to con- 
ſider It often, to lay it ſerioufly to heart, 
to aft under the Influence and Power of it 
as long as I live ; that at the Great Reſur- 
ref+i0n from the Dead I may lift up my head 
with a joyful Hope, and find the Juage t0 


be my Friend,my Advocate my Jeſus, and 00 | 


my Enemy and Deſtroyer. 


$X11) 
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| 
| Meditations of the Glory of Chriſt in his 
, Glorified Saints, and of the thankful Ad- 


; miration of Believers, whex He ſhall come 
2 again from Heaven, which ſhall be continued 
a ro all Eternity. 

4 A ce nas 
» H E terror of our Lord's Appearance 
ir to Judgment, cannot be greater to 


of the Wicked, than the Comfort and Joy of 1t 
will to be the Saints, When they ſhall ſee 

n- Him whom their Souls love, aſcend with 
he him to Heaven,- and be welcom'd, accord- 
ro Ing to his promiſe, with thoſe endearing 
n! words, * Come ye bleſſed Children of my Fa- 
yn- ther, inberit the Kingdom prepared for you, 
it, from before the foundation of the World.** T was 
'i * for your ſakes] {ſumed Fleſh, lived on 
4r- * Earth, and died on the Croſs, to purchaſe 
' This Glortous Kingdom for you. which | 

to now come to give you the Poſſeſſion of. 
nc Twas for this | prayed and ſuff:red on 
: Earth, for this 1 interceded ever fince i 
Heaven:I was heard ia that Prayer,aCcep- 


ted 1n thoſe Sfferings, and my Interceſſion 
_Branted,chat where 1 4m,you may be alſo, 20 
I * Mat, 25z FIT As a SP Res 


' vehold 
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© behold my Glory. C'ome therefore, good and 
© faithful Servants, enter into your Loyd'; joy, 
O what raviſhing words will theſe he 
W hat an Extaſie of Love and Kindneſg js 
implied in them! What matter of rejoycin» 
may it now give me, to admit the Hope 
that my Bleſſed Saviour will ſay ſuch words 
as theie to me, and bid me ſtand upon his 
Right-hand, among his Sheep ! O what an 
exulting frame of Soul will ſuch Expreſſi- 


ons raiſe! How ſhall all my Doubts and 


Fears and Sorrows be ſcatter 'd in a mo- 
ment, and ceaſe for ever ! O Glorious. Day! 
when my blefled Lord ſhall thus publickly 
acknowledge we for his own, and plead 
my Caule againſt all the Acculations of $Sa- 
tan, and the malicious Calumnzes of all 
his Inſtruments ! when I ſhall be able toſfay 
of all my Sins and Sufferings, as my Lord 
upon the Croſs, /t is finijhed, it is finiſhed ! 
My warfare being accompliſh'd, being more 
than Conqueror over all, through him 
who loved me, and died for me, and now 
is come to wipe aivay al tears from mine 
eyes, aSil were with the Napkin that wW! 
bound about his Head, when laid in tit 
Grave; ail being rhe fruit of his meritort- 
ous Death. Then ſhall I have nothing 
more to fear, or with, or beg. I ſhallo- 


fend, provoke, and dichonour him no oy 
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or by my folly and ſcandal diſcredit his ho- 
Iy Name and Goſpel : but by conſurnmate 
Holineſs be fitted to rejoyce 1n his Preſence 
and Love, and celcbrate his Praiſe for ever. 
1 ſhall never more lament his Abſence, or 
complain of his Anger ; never ſee a cloud 
on his Face, or a Frown in his Look any 
morc. Now | muſt wait and pray,ſtruggle 
and ſtrive, labcur and ſuffer, defire and ex- 
pect, believe and hope,Cc. but rhe77 perfect 
Reſt and Holineſs, Love and Joy, Viſion 
and Fiuition, Bliſs and Glory, unutterable 
and everlaſting, ſhall tzke place. 

All the Artr:butes of God, all the won- 
derful Perfeftrons of Chriſt, will then be 
Glorified in Believers, and admired by them. 
His 1nvariable Trath will then be honoured, 
which they truſted to, and waited for; 
for now they ſhall know and find they did 
not walt In vain : They hop'd in his Word, 
and ventur'd their Salvation upon it ; and 
now tiey ſhall receive the end of their Faith 


and Hope, infinitely beyond what the 
expected or wn rg Pobes 


The Glory of Divine Wiſdom will th 
DEIAvT" when the IO 1764 Totnt- 
ora loaned Deſign of theMediator's King- 
oor. al be fully known, in the admira- 
_ f er and Beauty of every part of it 

tn tne exact tendency of all the particu- 


lars 
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lars to one Glorious End, and the whgj, 
Undertaking crown'd wiih fo bleſſeq x 
Iſſue. What is now a MyFery even to Be. 
lievers themſelves, and hath a Veil upon it 
ſhall then no longer be 1o ; all the Riddle 
of God's Grace and Providence fhall he 
plainly underſtcod. O how tranſporting 
a View muſt it needs be, when the Glo 
of all the Divine Artriputes which God jr; 
tended to accompliſh, zz and by Chriſt, ſhal 
be manifeſt to his Redeemed Saints! The 
whole method of our Sajvetion will ther 
appear to be the fruit of «/earchable Wi| 
aom, when we ſhall all ſee the Reality and 
Subſtance, and entire Scheme, of all tha 
God deſigned,in and by him ; all that wa 
typified of him}, and foretold concerning 
him, in the Old Teſtament: How wil | 
all appear to be the man;fold Wiſdom of Gu 
Ephel. 3. c. 10 

As in uniting Heaven and Earth togetie! 
in the Perſon of our Mediator ; fulfilling 
the Truth of a terrible threatning in Ms 
Death, and by the ſame way accompliſins 
* many gracious Promiſes ; ſatisfying Je 
ſtice, and at the ſame time ſhewing Metc) 
manifeſting isfinite Grace and Kindnels vy 


———. +. 
” < —— 


—— 


* Vid. Mr, Charnock of the Divine Attriowse Wit 
dom, | 
ſhedd1ſy 


- ence [0 It, 
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. - of Blood ; conquering Death by 
RN Ya diſarming the Law by Obed1- 
&c. afterwards ſubduing the 
world tothe Faith of the Goſpel, by 1-4 
coliſhneſs of Preaching z Making men - E 
0 Salvation by the knowledge of the 
Croſs ; and ſpreading that Faith the more 
by all the oppoſition made againſt it, &c. 
How wonderfully will a clear View oftheſc 
things diſcover, and gloritie the Wiſdom 

God? 

ors the Love and Grace of Chriſt ; the 
infinite Goodneſs and Compatihon of God, 
will then be magnified in an eſpeczat mane 
ner. What but Soveraign Love 1n the whole 
Contrivance and Council of God about 


our Redemption? What admirable Love 


and Grace in the whole management of 
that delign ? What unparalle}'d kindneſs in 
the accompliſhment . of it, by the Sacrifice 
of the Son of God ? And how Glorious 
wil this Love appear, when he fhall come 
againtoglive us the full Harveſt of all his 
Purchaſe? With what admiring Thankful- 
nels ſhall Believers then contemplate the 
uniearchable Riches of his Grace ? In all 
Lhe Parts and Inſtarces of his Humiliation 

from his Conception to his Crucifixion 
and Burial; in all the Evidences and Diſ- 


COVErles made of it, from the firlt Promiſe 
[0 


. -—P 
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to its Completion ; yea, from 
Foundation of the World, In ur on '- 
of Peace between the Father and the "ay F 
ener LY ſecond Coming, to Judge ys By 
44am deliver up the Kingdom to hj + 
How ſhal!] we then admire and adore hi, ant 
Powerful Grace, which {natcht us as Fre 
brands ont of everlaſting Burnings : ha LIT 
eft-Ctually ſhin'd into our minds by hea. WI 
venly Light; conquer?d the Oppoſition of cn 
our ſtabborn Wills ; Sanftified our carnal _ 
Hearts, reſcued us from the Tyranny of W1 
Satan, and the Dominion of Luſt ; giving, D: 
cherilhing, and preſerving the holy Seed DO 
of Grace, and making it Spring up to Eter- 0h 
pal Life ; defeating the malicious and ſub- i 
el Endeavours of the Devil to deſtroy it; De 
Inabiing us to indure Tribulation, and th 
perſevere to the erd ; giving us Victory S 
over Death , condutting us through the Ch 
dark Valley ; raiſing our Bodies, reviving th, 
and reuniting them to our Souls, and ren 
dring them glorious like his own Bod? 
and at length rewarding our imperfelt 
Services with Eternal Life, Yea, tho ol . 
beſt Services were mixt with Sin, our ho- © 
leſt Duties ſpotted, our moſt couragious M. 
Sufferings mixt with unbelief, yet reward 
ed with a t k log © 
Bleſſednefs that hath No 4 , 
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te of Evil, but all the ingredients of 7 Perfeet 
6 Felicity) and nothing to leſle: Grer- 
rupt it. How ſhall we then adm:ii. the 
he Bounty of our Gracious Lord, the Freeneſfs, 
his T enderneſs, Riches, and the excecding 
Greatneſs,and Glory of his /»finitc Goodneſs 
his 20d Grace to poor Believers ? 
With what Extaſfies of Joy and Gra- 
12 citrude, may we imagine that cur Lord 
- will be then admired by «ll bis Redeemed 
of cnes ? 
12] Saying, This s He, who made our Peace 
of with God, and reverſt the Sentence of 
'P, Damnation, which we were under ; who 
e& DOUghT us with the price of his molt preci- 
er. Ous Blood, bore the Wrath of his Father, 
. and ſubmitted to an infamous and curſed 
it; Death for us. He aſſumed our Nature , 
nd *bat we might partake of his; became the 
” Son of HAzn, that we might be made the 
he Children of Jod; for our ſakes he became poor, 
no that we threuph his Povert y might become Rich: 
en. He itoopt. to bear the greateſt lIgnominy 
y; and Reproach, to confer: Honour on us . 
el) He was for a time forſaken of his Father 
ur {Rat we might not be ſo eternally : He ir 
ng. *NE ſtroke of his Anger againſt Sin, that 
ous wy might nct periſh under it. He was 2 
rd ay Mn SOrrOWS, and acquainted with 
loy 2F1Ets, that we might Rejoyce: His ago- 


ol nies 
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158 Devout Refletions 
nies and bloody Sweat were for our Re. -< 
freſhmenr, and by his Stripes we are Hey. ; 
ed : He bowed his Head on the Crok,, x 
Chat we might lift up ours in Trinmph; þ 
and becauſe we had eaten of the forbidde # 
Fruit, he hung on the accurſed Tre þh 
"T'was for #4 that he ſuffered the From i: 
of Heaven, the Enmity of Hell, the Rag al 
of Devils, the Hatred and Perſecution 6 ji 
the World: He was judged, that we migh L 
not come into Condemnation : He ys hi 
Crucihed, that we might be Glorified: ot 
and he iSnow Come again, finally and ful} fic 
co effect ir. "= 
O the Height, and Depth, and Lengi by 
and Breaath of the Love of Chrift, whit an 
paſſetn Knowledge, but calls for Adin lo! 
tation, and everlaſting Gratitude / Th Pa; 
is the Bleſſed Day, we long'd and waits ſuc 
and prayed for / This is our Graczoxs, & to 
Glorious Lord, whoſe Love melted 0 Ot 
Heart, whoſe Promiſe was our Supp! lan 
whoſe Word was our Rule, whoſe Spit 001 
was our Comforter, whoſe Croſs was 0 ban 
Crown, and the hope of his Appears ne 
our chief Conſolation ! EEE 
Lord | what an I, what was 1, that ve 


ever Bleſſed Son of God ſhould do MA 
ſuffer and purchaſe all this for me ? iy " 
remember when 1 was Ignorant IE 
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"y or to him, at Enmity with him , 
1 3 the Power of Darkneſs, and the 
s, Devil, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, 
h; haſtening tO Hell,and liable to his Wrath. 
'* Buthe choſe me our of the World, ſtampt 
ee his Image upon me; pardoned my Sins,and 
m imbracd me in the Arms of his unchange- 
xj; able Love. O bappy Change : and yet how 
4 little did | prize his Grace, admire his 
zh Love, and expreſs my own, or promote 
nz his Glory, and honour him in the Eyes of 
ed: others? How did I diſhonour my Profeſ- 
ul; ſion and holy Calling, as his Diſciple, by 
aggravated Apoſtacy? But he recovered me 
wi by Repentance, and healed my Back: /l:dings, 
ic and received me gracioully, becauſe he 
dn loved me freely. O admirable Grare ! to 
Th pardon, and fave, and bring to Glory 
ite ſuch an unthankful Wretch, as I have been ! 
, « to make ſuch a D:fferexce between Me and 
6 Others, whom I knew on Earth ! that the 
po fame Power, which makes them Miſerable, 
5p now makes me Bleſſed ! that when they are 
s © baniſhr from his Preſence into Everlaſting. 
ah 0 ng : am admitted to behold 
IS OT And f . . 
. {ns J ſhall dwell with him for 
)u% O, how much more do 1 now + 
| « ind, than ever [| believed, ofthe {02 20g 
od, Chriſt, and his promiſed Salvation ! Ho 


an! 
" much 
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much more glorious is the Perſon of m_ 
Redeemer ! How much »1ore Excellent j 7 
the heavenly State, than ever | thoy Z ſ 
or expected / ] could not have imaging l 
the thouſanath thouſanath Part of that whic * 
I now ſee and ſee]. I cannot but admire * 
and ſpend an Erernity in admiring, arg © 
praiſing the incomparable Grace and Glon 
of my blefled Redeemer. 
Such holy Admiration will certain; 
produce the moſt thank ful Adoration of 
our Lord Jeſus. Saying one to another 
O Bleſs the Lord of Love and Glory ! wh 
humbled himſelf ſo low, as our Mediator, 
and heth exalted vs ſo high, as the bleſſe oe 
Fruit of it ! How can we ever enough adot ,,. 
and praiſe him, who cordeſcended fo ta, ,. 
and hath done and ſuffer'd fo much ſn 
us? See how the holy Angels worſhip tit ;, 
King of Glory! and have not every 0% ca; 
of us More reaſon todoſo? O let all ih 
Quire of Heaven celebrate his glorid je} 
Love! and let us his Redeemed, his Gt 516 
rified ones ſay continually, Let rhe L946 Soy 
magmfied ; who hath loved us, and waſhed  $hc 
from our Sins in his own Blood, and madt® bo 
Kings and Pricſts unto God his Father, #® vin 
throngh him ours, Th 
O merciful Saviour ! O glorious Chal Pla 


O happy Society / with whom we ſhall Err of 
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ome of us remem 
g's on Earth, how we wept and prayed, 


aſted and mourned together, how 
_ —_ and complain d , and fin'd 
together. O the marvellous Change our 
?-Jeemer hath now wrought for us, and 
in us! Theſe Bodies, theſe Souls , this 
Life, this Place, this Company, thele In- 
joyments , are not like thoſe in yonder 
World. But alas, who can deſcribe what 
Believers ſhall then think and ſay to extol 
their Saviour / How ſmall a Portion 1s 1E 
we underſtand of that World ? How lit- 
tiecan I conceive, and how much leſs ex- 
refs ? Bleſſed be God we know ſo much, 
25 the matter of our joyful Hopes ; and 
for ever Bleſſed be God, who hath promi- 
ſ:d and provided ſuch a Glory for us, as 
cannot now be fully known. 

What inexpreſlible Sweetneſs might 
Beltevers taſt by rejoycing in Hope, did a 
more lively Faith realize all this to their 
Souls ? We might liſten as it were to the 


44k Shouts and Acclamations of the Saints 2a- 
ab bove, and {ay Amen to their Thankſpi- 


ail vings. 


| Y Ft . . 
nf Pſalms of - iory 1n their Rands, 


We might behold them abcurt the 
Throne of God, and cf the Lamb, with 


a Crown 


A of Glory on their Heads, and Songs of 


gall Triumph In their Mouths, laying, Allel tu 
PS! , 


jab + 
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f jahz * Worthy art Thou, O Lord, 1 7ecein 
[ Glory, and Flonour, and Power, for thou bat 
created all thirgs, and for thy Pleaſuy, th, 
are, and were created, And worthy i; F; 
Lamb that was flain, to receive Power ,, 
Riches, and W :ſ[dom, and Strength, Fr Ht 
our, and Glory, and Bleſſing. And "ey 
Bleſſing, Honour, Glory, and Power he wy 
him who Sits upon the I hrone,and to the Lini 
for ever and ever . 

W hence is it, O my Sul! if indeed 
believe and expect all this; that | © 
Hear, and Read, and Think, and Spe; 
of cheſe great Things, with no more arde: 
AﬀeCtions, ſuitable Preparations, import! 
nate Prayers, ard vigorous Detires ! K6 
ſhould the believing Thoughts of that Dz 
promote my heavenly Mindedneſs, «| 
denial, Contempt of the World, Patien 
and Perſeverance? Quicken my Zeal, k 
cure my Stedfaſtneſs, and give Life as 
Spirit to my Prayers for the haſtening 0 
it ? How ſhould my Soul riſe towards # 

' wen, by holy Love and Deſire? Alcei 
and meet him, get as near him as 1 @ 
breathe after more of his Preſence,ad by 
him to prepoſſeſs my Heart, to anticip® 
his ſecond Coming by clearer diſcover 
of his Love, and fuller Communicati 
i : - TT i 

7 REV. 4. Glle 5 Co 12, 13e 
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of his Grace? Even ſo, Come Lord Teſus. 
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Concerning the EX2mination of -z 12ns Heart 
and Life: the Reaſonablencſs, Advantages 
and Neceſſity of it. Some D:Tecti07 and 
Advice concerning the Time ana Manner, 
Thar we may know 11 what Preparedneſs 
we arefor EI ERDN FIT, 


_— CEE ————— — —— _” a - e—— 
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Am haſtening every Year, every Day, 
to the period of this Life : I muit ſhore- 

ly appear before my Glorious judge ; and 
cxperience theſe Yerrors or Comforts, this 
Biclledneſs or Miſery), watch I have now 
read of. Shalj { not therefore inquire , 
which of che two belongs to me? is it not 
wortn confidering, whither | muſt go, 
and now I ſhall fare, when 1 quit this Bo- 
Gy? What is like ro be my yext Habita- 
tion ? To which of the two unchangeable 
cates | ſhall be aGudg'd ? Shall an lrquiry 

indeficite herentier'? Do Vopr ae 
e zaficrf! Lo 1 not deſire to 

KNOW tne worſt, while 2 remedy may be 


"a 1 
ioung ! Or am | corieat to die, tnrough 
a0 Unwillingneſs to Giſcoyer that | am 


_w The queſtion to be reſolved, is of 
N10 Weight. Shall 1 not lpend a few 
7 2 ncurs 
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hours to know what will become of ih 
for ever ? An error Is more than poſſi}j. // 
tis ealie to miſtake, and the hazard of q,) El 
ing ſo is unſpeakeably great. How man, 
thouſands periſh eternally, even under the 
Light of the Goſpel, who never ſuſpeeq ul 
their Danger ! How ordinary, how cor. of 
mon a thirg, is it, for Men to be thus 6. IK 
ceived ! how ſucceſsful is the Devil in this l | 
ſtratagem againſt the Souls of Men! . 
Is it not then a moſt criminal ſtupidity, __ 
to be contentedly ignorant,and upreſolyed, ;- 
whether I am reconciled to God or nozyhe. c.. 
ther I am led by the Fleſh or by the Spirit; -, 
whether 1 am in the broad or narroi way, oh 
which lead to ſuch contrary ends ; thatls, fx 
whether, if Idiein this condition, 1 ſhall py, 
be ſaved or periſh? Can ſuch an enquiry it ge 
frivolous or indrfferent ? 1s the ſubjett of ith 5Q, 
contemptible,or my concern in it ſo ſmallthat Ty 
it merits not to be attentively conſidered! aq 
Shall I never ask my Soul till 1 am Jeavilg mz 


will be the final upſhot and 1ſue of my I i 


CCHT le 
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> 55 it Heaven or Hell / muſt be tran- 
: ork my dying? what ſecurity bave 1 got oo” 
e, anger Life ? what proviſions bave I maat 
4 what foundation have I laid ? 

') How ſtrangely infatuated are moſt men, 


he no talk of an Everlaſting Life as an Article 
8c of their Creed, and ſay they CH 2 
> :- that they muſt dwell in Happineſs or Mi- 
Ie ery for ever 3 and ſeldom or never Gen 
bis *k themſelves in good earneft, and 
for 2ny time, with a fetled compoled 
'5' exerciſe of thoughts, which of thele / wo 1s 
© like to be their Lot. Or if they begin to 
i earch and try themſelves, they come to no 
It; Concluſion, or conclude too haſtily; they 
3 pluck off the Plaiſter as ſoon as It begins ro 
5 ſmart ; they are cither frighted with the 
al horrid proſpect of paſt Crimes, or having 
t eſcap'd the groſler pollutions of the World, 
Li jadge too favourably of their own caſe. 
vt They commonly do the work but by halves, 
ed” and fo go from the Glaſs, and forget what 
5 manner of perſons they were. 
6” Let me therefore, O my Sorl / ſequeſter 
w my felf from the World, to commune with 
1m my own heart, to refleft upon my paſt life 
4 and look into my preſent ſtate;to recollect 
q J CO ect 
* ad review the moſt conſiderable paſſages 
") of my courſe and time hitherto, O bow 
717 neglected and diſuſed a PraCtice is this, 


obs which doth | | 
- ctallenge and require our Prin- 


UT H 3 cipal 
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cipal and moſt ſerious Concerns aboyt j; 1 
And how many begin it, and are diſcoyr,. 


ged, and leave off without reaching the 
end of ſuch an En-viry ? 
How much weſer in this reſpet are th 
Coildren of thisWorld,intheir Gunerotion thin 
the Chilarca of Light?! Who is fo exitt jr 
his fccompts between God ard his own Soy, 
as Trades-men in their Dealings with one x 
nother! Who 1s at the pains to write dow: 
bis Sins and his Mercies? the prounds of hi 
Fear,and the erconragements of his Hope 
or keeps a Joxrnal and Diary of his Spiruwu 
State? Who doth at ſet times, once : 
Atvnh, or once a Quarter, or even once ! 
Year, take a juſt view of Himſelf, his Heart 
and Life,and State, as a Chriſtian ; that h 
may ſee what he hath received and dont 
what he owes,and what he may expeCt;thi 
be may know wh«thcr he thrive or decay 
whether he increa/e or decreaſe ; whether |! 
go backward or forward; whether te © 
Richer or Peorer this year than the Jaft! An 
is it not a /ymprom thay you are dectinnl 
when you love not to examine your AC 
counts ? is there rct ground of jealovfit ak 
{+ aſpicion, that you are behina-hard , hecauli 
you are loath to inquire, whether Jo ® 
or no? and unwilling to k;ow Ihe vol! 
of your Condition? Nevertheleſs with 


. . pe : 
Out ſuch Enquiries,and DIINgINg tne w 


| roa Determ nation, 
'| muſt we live ? 
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at what uncertainties 
and how unconceivable an 
h:2ard do #1 Hypocrites and UNrenewed 
Sinners run? And now nnreafonable, NW 
:cceſſary is it that we ſhould Know, and 
in order LOit, Prove Our ſelves? We mutt 
therefore beſtow Time and ſerious Dili- 
gence 2bonrt it, that we may examine . MAL=- 
rers to the bottom, enql come ro {ome Re- 
ſult ; ſo that we may form a right Judg- 
mevt concerning our own caſe. 

He that would do it to good purpole, 
muſt endeavour to urderſtand clearly the 
terms of the Covenayt on God's part, and 
en Ours: and take care not to Judge of. 
himſelf by miſtaken Rules ; by a falſe Stan-. 
dard that God will not juſtifie ; or by any 
{nch ChereCters as will not conclude. But 


molt men are «7willing ro bring themſelves 
_ toa Trial, or to let Conſcience deal plainly 


and faithfully with them. They are ſtu- 
Ptaly ſecure, and ſee not the neceſlity of 
inis duty: Or do not ſuſpect themſelves. 
]nhey preſume they nced not be at that 
Trouble : or are fo taken up with the 
World, that they cannot find rime and lea- 
{ure for ir, And many men dare not bring 
ter Hewts and Ways to a Trial. There 
'> Commonly ſome feerer Luft induio'd 
n Ih they are loath to let 70. Ut nioſt 
-2 0010 11, and periſh Erernally, becauſe 
H 4 ehcy 


a_ : | 
they think there is no danger of periſhing, 


fulneſs, Heavenly-mindedneſs , Conte 


 Dewout Refletions 


and never Repent, and make their Pez. 
with God, becauſe they fancy and preſun 
*tis done already. 

Therefore let me beg of thee, who, 
thou art, who readelt this, to put the cf; 
tothy ſelf, ſeriouſly to admit the dou), 
whether you are not miſtaken ; make th: 
Puppoſition, that you have not hitherto ſuf. 
ciently conſidered the State of your Soul 
You are confident that all :s well; and there: 
upon are unwilling to examine farther. 
but for that very reaſon you ought to que 
ftion, whether it be ſo or not? Do bu 
ask your ſelves ſeriouſly, what is thi 


ground of your good Opinion conceraing 
your ſelf? For what reaſon can you thu 


conclude ? 

Did you ever ſeriouſly lay to heart tit 
Charatters, and Deſcription z which tht 
Scriptures give, of thoſe whom Chriſt nil 
own at the laft day; and of ſuch whon 
he will reje& and reprobate ? With un 
feigned application to yowr own c-ſe hai 
you therewith prov'd your ſelves ? 0 
come to a ſetled Judgment, after a delivi 
rate Enquiry? And was the Concluſion | 
your Comfort and Joy? If ſo, whit 
fnence hath it ſince had upon your Heal 
and Life? Hath it promoted Purity, 199" 


vl 
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14. and ſtronger Delires after 
CO . Love, and Preſence of God, 


and the Glory of Chriſt? Moreover, con- 
OL ad this a good wiille 2-80 7 How 
have you behav'd your ſelf ever ſince 
Have you not reaſon to look back with 
ſhame? If you but ſl:ghtly examin d your ſelf 
formerly, reſolve to do it more cfiectually 
now : Review the ſins you have been fince 
oevilty of. And if you heve not done any 
thing conſiderable of this kind, you ought 
ow to begin. Ir is ſeaſonable to begin 
the year by ſuch an Exerciſe, and It will be 
found of great uſe, in all the following 
parts of it - eſpecially when you come to 
examine your {ſelf afieſh , in order to 


the Lord's Supper, For we ought fre- 


quently to renew the ſad remembrance of 
our former Sins; that from time to time 
we may renew our Repentarice, Which is the 
work of our Life, and rot of one day. 
And he that comes to the Sacrament, and 
will look no farther back, then to the laſt 
Communion , may poſſibly preſurre roo 
mach, that all was then as it ſhould be 
and not be humble enough. ; 
if any one therefore reſolve in goob 
carne upon an holy Life, and ſerioufly de- 
gn) tO Prepare for Eternity,as it is ne, fe 
Ty tOmexe 2 general review of kis 1 {2g 


4...4 « 


7 {0 
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ſo I deſire to aftord him the beſt County: 
Can, in Orver to lr. 

It may be advitable, (a) if you have ng 
formerly begun this Work, to imploy og 
hour at leaſt in a Day, for ſeveral Days f,,. 
lowing, in writing down the moſt conſiders. 
ble Pzſ[ages of your Life you can remeg. 
ber, defiring God's Aſſiſtance therein, 
and keeping your -Eye upon your End, in 
the whole; that 1s, thinking fſerioully that 
Tis in order to Eternity, that you now ex: 
amine your felf. Chule a place of Retite 
ment, and the moſt convenient Time, that 
you may not be interruptec, and when 
your Heart Is moſt ſerious. Every mai 
may divide his Lif- into ſeveral parts, a: 
tromInfancy till he leit off going to School, 
or was bound Apprentice, or {cried 1n ar 
way of Education. From thence , fill hxt 
in ſome Imployment : If a Married Perſon, 
till entred into that Cor.dition, And from 
thence to another remarkable Period, 0! 
to the preſent Time. It may better aſi 
ſome Perſons memory, to conlider the 
veral Places of their abode, and compnt 
according to them. In each portion © 
time, recolle&t what ſins you were Wo 
addicted to : in « hat laſtances, with wii 


— 
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Frequency, 2nd with wilt other ro 
aggravalions, you Committed ECM: an 
what have been ihe of is aud CONIEQUENCES 
of thoſe lins, to your ielves, aid OINers, 
in order to Repentaice, and godly SOIT OW. 
Which mult rot be jv«ged of by Tears, 
bu: Grief, and inward hatied of Sin.  Re- 
w:mobring Lat noman ts the DELEET meerly 
for beiyy, exainli.'d, if there follows no- 
rhing after it. ? Tis in erder £0 a TJudoment 
tbe pais'd upon car. telyes. * Tis to fearch 
OUT CUT OW:2 [194TY» our. Beloved {iny- In 
That Gr- 
Ih mat KR be f1:n, if ever the other 
Ph-liitins arte conGu red, In {ome It 1$ 
Pride, in others Worldlineſs,in fome Un- 
Ceanineis, 16 Cihers Drunkennefs,Gluttony, 
Cc. I na” vou may . derover it, obferye, 
VWAnzt fin tis you are moſt uowilling. to 
Fart wins which you could even wiſh were 
ro: forbluUdeg. 

Vic you have formerly been moſt apt 
to Piead IDr,00 ex:enuate or excule, & hide. 
— Tae thoughts whereof do moſt froquent- 
ly OCCUrT ; Eipecinily when alone © firſt in 
TOC Morning, and laſt at night: and are 
W a ſtracing In Prayer and Worſhip. 

»BICN al 'awakn'd Conſcience hath 
molt plainiy told you of ;, under a Sermon, 


Or iT a Sacrament. or 
1% : under ſome heavy 
allliction, or on a Iics-bed, &. 


Which 
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Whichyou can leaſt bear tobe reprov'd for 


Which the "Temperament of your body 


doth moſt incline to. 

W hich your Calling,Imployment, Con. 
pany, and Converſe, adminiſter the prea:. 
eſt Temptations for. 

T hat eſpeclally-which hath the Throne 
of the Heart, and ſets all the faculties ; 
work to contrive fuel and opportunities 
for its Gratification. 

Obſerve likewiſe what Paſſio» was moſt 
Predominant in each Period of Time, or is 
yet ſo; and what 1ll effects it hath prody- 
ced. Conſider farther what dangerous 
Temptations you have met with; how! you 
kave fallen by *em, or been inabled to rc- 
ſift. Conſider withall the 7m, and the 
Means, whereby God hath at any time for- 
merly awaken'd, convinc'd and humbled 
you; what Purpoſes of Amendment, and 
Promiſes of Reformation you have ever 
made ; and how far you have, or have 
not perform'd 'em. Recollect likewiſe ll 
the ſpecial Mercies you have receiv'd from 
God in every State and Period of yourLitt, 
in order to thankfulneſs. The laſt Seion of 
theſe Papers may give you ſome aſliſtance 


_ therein, and conſider what Returns yo! 


have made to God, for all his Kindnels 


You may do well to conſider your ſelf 


allo In the Relations you have ſtood w 
| $138, 
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Equal, or Superior 3 IN 
Family, Church or Marte 3 in your Cal- 
ling, Profeſſion, Imployment, &c. And 
examine in what more mororiOns Inſtances) 
you have been faulty In Four Relative Du- 
ties, How you did ordinarily Carry It I 
your Place and Station ; for that is The 
beſt, the trueſt Picture of a Man,which Is 
like himin his ordinary every days Habit. 
Particularly reflet upon the Sins you have 
committed in Company with others. By 
whoſe Example you have been drawn to 
Sin; who may probably have been temp- 
ted by yours, and bewai] It; and if the 
Perſons are living, admoniſh them to Re- 
pent; and if you have injur'd and wrong d 
any, acknowledge your Fault, and to the 
utmoſt of your Power, make ſpeedy Reſti- 
tution. If any of your Companions in Sin 
are Dead, and you fear died without "hy 
pentance ; humble your ſelf particularly 
—_— God for having contributed to their 
amnation. I know of ſome who have 
made ſuch a Catalogue of their Sins, with 
the moſt obſervable Aggravatio f : 
which th £ ns of them; 
ey conſtantly preſerv%d, and f 
quently reviewd, to KeeP the H _ 
nent, Watchful, and LIE: 
*N 16Me occaſions of ſecret Humi OM 
: 
Ivy ipread them before the es 
eAthinh did the W oo ; ( as 
\& WILDE of his Enemy ) 


covering 


thers; as Inferior, 


— OO ne 
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- b: > "2 | 
covering themſclves with Shame an 
Confuſion of Face,by conſidering whar the 
have bcen, and thence admiring th; 

. " -4q $ % . F C 
Riches ot free Grace, iz the {Orgpiveneſ . 
ſuch Crimes, througn the B'ond of ( hiig 

E x ame me, CU L019, and Prove me : t 
my Reins, and my Heart, fer thy Loving kn; 
neſs is before mine Eyes, and I willwill , 
thy Irwth. Thou haſt fearched me, O Ly; 
and known me ; Thou knoweſt my Thorghr, 
thy Conrterance and tho aAVt argu tt 
With all my Ways; fet 1i:y S415 ta order bify 
me, that 1 may Repert , and forſ.che thi 
Shew me mine I: firmities and WWickedni{ yh 
may watch ag atriſt th mn. A:&teach me 10 Jui, 
ard © onnemn my feif, that I may not be ju 
of the Lord, or cord-macd with the Wal 
. 7 1 P42 n#bCTLh it TD { i3E V bf is 


2m 


am Re ee Me eee _C[R_— _)Ql=— —c[o_c£<cunanrn—ruun_w__—_—__——w_— Eons 


XXV. 
flow Chrift;ms 949 ht td examina: their Dia: 
of Grace and Piety. The oreatneſs of tit 
Gin ,and of T1e1Y { ois HCY fuch a Delt 
fron : God's Diſpleaſurc, and arparis 
f TOM them ,cornfucered, t0 awaken E ulcavim 
of a Revover y. In what manner the Fl. 
of Adherence may be utted by one, V 

who bath n» Allurance. 


_— 


Le ee En de on 


T cannot bur be of uſe to Believers - 
at ſtated Times to examine themſert 


% 
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concerning their Languiſhings and Decays 
in Grace, failing from their firit Love, to 
3 Spirit of Indiffzrency and Lukewarm- 
neſs, diſorderly walking Or upfroitfulneſs ; 
whether gray Hairs art not here and tnere up- 
on them, and they know it not. FOr God may 
withdraw by degrees, fo that his depar- 
tare may rot preſently be perceivid. And 
Ome kind of Activity in Duty may be 
continned upon falſe Principles, and from 
Common Aſſiſtance, while a Chriſtian, 2s 
2o his ſpiricual State, may be under a dan- 
gerous Conſumption. *'Fis not difticalrt 
for others to obſerve it fome times, and 
woull be vitble enougn to themſelves , 
woutid they iratea few hours to examine 
Le maIticr. The Paniſhment of fuch Back- 
[l.dinys, the loſs of the quickning and 
comforting Prefence of the FHloly Syirir, 
deierves likewiileto De 129 1rd into, in or- 
cer tO a {peed Remed;,aund ſhould enforce 
tie Counſel. 

I mean not barely the Ebdbing of AFe- 
tions in the Duties of Religion, or the 
0x; {eng and quickning from ſenſible 

= arons, which new Converts, (eſpeci- 
we uy have been reclaim'd from a 

x notorious Impiety) have more 
ot at firſt than afterwards. This 4, bti 
Chriſtians ſhould particularly tak —_— 
by the Inſtance of h OY PRs HTISE Of» 

ace or the Prodigal, who was 


45 
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extraordinarily feaſted at his firſt retur; 


but was doubtleſs contented afterward, 
with the ordinary Proviſions of his Father, 
houſe, Neither doth God diſpence th; 
ſame meaſure to all alike, nor to any alike 
at all I zmes ; Some, who are called to great- 
er Services and Suficrings, than other; 
or had greater Conflicts before Converſion, 
may have a greater ſnare than tne reſt 6 
their Brethren. Nelther will the ſame 


gree of Gxace imparted to ſome Perſons, ( 


diicernably move and comfort, 2s-it wil 
do ſome others of a different Temper 
"Tis not therefore ſo much to be the mat- 
ter of our Enquiry, ( if at all it need to 
be ſo ) whether we have more or leſs 
ienfible Joy in the performance of Duty 
But 

W hether we are not fallen and declin', 
as to the inward vital Afts of Grace, and i 
the outward Fruits of Holineſs, Whethf 
we have ſuch clear convincing Appreten 
fions of Divine and Spiritual Truths, and 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, as formerly: 
whether our minds are not become more 
valn and heedleſs; whether our Knowledge 
of God, and of the Revelations of _ 
Will,be as powerful and efficacious vpon 7 
Hearts and Lives, as heretofore ; whetiC 
there be no leſs Frequency, leſs Conſiltend' 


leſs inward Satisfaction in holy ſeri” 
Thoug"* 
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nohts , than formerly. You were 
blot, Dray and endeayour, that God 


might be fiſt and /aft in your Thoughts 
every day, and by frequent Ejaculations In 
civil affairs, to maintain a dayly converſe 
with God ; but now you mind not whe- 
ther it be ſo or not 3 yea, you cannot but 
know, that it is not thus with you K1J.It 
was once your Burden to be peſter'd with 
fcoliſh, filthy, worldly, vain Thoughts, 
eſpecially on the Lord's Day, or in the 
Worſhip of Ged; you rejected and diſ- 
own'd them, you lamented and pray d a- 
eainſt them ; do ſo much as examine, whe- 
ther it be thus ſtil]. 

Conlider all your Afet#:ons, and their 
ſeveral Objects; and ſee whether a cri- 
minal Lukewarmneſs hath not diffus'd it 
ſelf into every of them. Examine eve- 
ry Grace; and ſee whether your Faith , 
Hope, Love, holy Defires, and Delight in 
God be not miſerably abated ; as to the 
ſtrength and vigor, the efficacy, and fre- 
quent exerciſe of every of them ; ſo that 
your Thoughts of God are tew, cold, 


0 aaa without Celire, delight and 


 Conlider the Opportunities of Publick Wor- 
AA rag lolemn Occaſions of approaching 
FRA "one Preſence: Arethey as much the 

ure of your Souls, and the rejojycing of 


Y Our 
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your Hearts as once they were? Are You 
not more ealily diverted from them, le; 
{atish'd and retreſht by them? Are nor al 
GoſpelOrdinances leſs powerful and quick. 
ning , and your profit and 2vantag 
thereby unſpeak. bly Icis than formerly; 
Do you hunger and thirſt, and pant 2s thi 
Hart 8fter theWater-brooks,todray nizh 
to God, and come into his Courts? D 
you make Conicience of preparing before 
hand! Do you come with a real deſire, and 
deſign, ard expectation of profiting, and 
bettering your Spirits? Do you jyn in 
every part of Divine Worſhip with tha 
attention, ſeriouſneſs, and compoſure 
mind, and taſte the ſweetneſs and benei 
of ſuch ſolemnities, as formerly ? Are ſuc 
ſervices performed with tlat Awe of Got, 
with that Humility, Fervency, and lnten} 
neis of Spirit, as ſometimes they welt: 
Are you not more negligent-and uncon 
cern'd before and after, whether you fi 
any thing of this or no ? Tho your Delirt 
are weak, your Hearts flat, your Thought 
wandring, your Spirits tTHINg, ſo tit 
work be done, and the duty be over, (" 
how forme, cuſtomary, and carele 
manner, ſvever it be ) you configcer 11.09 
you lay it yot to kearr, you ref: 
vponIr, you bewaill it not, or at teat IT 


better contented ard forner quieted, Fl 
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enke leſs notice of the irame of your Heart 
in ſuch Duties, than formerly. 

Ex:mine farther, how 't1s with 3ou as 
to the great diftinguiſhing Duties of an uP- 
rieht Chriſtian, ( if performed as they 

oght Lo ce ) | mean Secret Frayer ard Me- 
dation: Are you as ſtrift and careful, con- 
fzrt and Cenſcienticns, frequent and 
abundant in theſe, as formerly? May not 
cur Clcſets 3rd places of Retirement wit- 
reſs apainſt vs? How ſeicome are WE 
there? Bow quickly are we gone ? How 
eaſily diverted ? How ſcon tired? How do 
we trifle in that work, and ſhvfile it over 
2nd rake up with the ſhadow and image of 
Prayer? Our former humble and importu- 
nate Prayers, joyful Thankſgivings, and 
iweet Contemplation of the Myſteries of 
Religion, compared with our preſent dayly 
practice, will tcſtifie that we are declin'd 
and fallen. : 
uy conlider the Evil of Sin, and 
r.ot ed LE. aceed to it, Is 
gun Patra of Sn, ond Zeal agginl 
tOlrward Of HR ny with reſpeCt 
workings of unb {is ſech as the ſecret 
Notes” 1 vnbeltef, arg diſtruſt, pride, 
-NVY,UNncChatlitableneſs, c+ | . 
; ] $, fc, Do You bewall 
IT, [trive a -F {+ 

SPIT 1t, ard ſhun the occaſion 
and fear the temnr aric cal1onS, 
i ; MPratlcns that may lead you 
Into SIN, dS ONce you cd? 4 Y 

* £24VE FJou not 


loſt 
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loſt much of that tenderneſs, and hq] 
Jealouſie over your heart and Ways o 
formerly had? Do you not now make more 
bold with Temptation ? Are you no 
oftner conquered ? and with leſs Rey. 
_ ? and by ſmaller Temptations, 
4 

Are you not more U»ſerviceable ? Root 
and Fruit In a withering cendition? God 
leſs Honour'd, and others lefs profited, 


and edified by your Example and Life? 


Do you not adhere more to the World? 
comform to it, and comply with it in many 
things, which formerly you-durſt not have 
done ? and are every day waxing worle! 
Make a panſe a while, and bethink your 
ſelf; what this wilt come to at laſt , when 
even the little Good that remains, is ready 
to dye. 

May I not ask ſuch Chriftsans, or delire 
them to ask themſelves ; What is alread} 
the effe&t and conſequence of this Decler- 
fion ? Is not God's Spirit removed , and 
the Light of his Countenance Eclipſe: 
Yea as to many of them, are they not Un 
der ſad apprehenſions ofGod's diſpleaſure 
Do they not feel the terrors of the Lord: 


Do they not walk heavily from day £0 day”. 


T hey that could once converſe with G " 
all occaſions as a Friend, and a Fathr) 


: abled: 
now think of God and are tO ThiC 
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| Thick Darkneſs doth incompalſs them 

ound about: They have loſt the ſenſe of 
© \ic Love, th: comforts of his preſence, 
t 1nd their Song in the night, and ſee no re- 

- lief. This isa more hopeful caſe however, 

) than theirs, who are under great Back- 

} idings and Deſertion, and hardly ſenſible 

4 of it. To awaken and aſliit both 3 Con- 

| fider 1 beſeech you, whence you are fallen, 

.} and what you have loſt, and what will be 
F the iſſue of this ; if Sickneſs, or ſome 

\ mart atfliftion overtake you 3 or it you 

” ſhould dye inthis condition. And inquire 
£ ſeriouſly, and preſently, into the cauſe of all 

Chis Evil : for a few tranſient thoughts will 

"MF afteCt the Heart and perſuade toACtion. 

" And do it preſently, becauſe by every delay 

your work wall be the harder, your dan- 

hy b5T_ 108. EEIEET, and your recovery the 
dy more difhcult. Reflect upon the Sinfulneſs 
"he well 3s Affiit;0n of this caſe. Know that 
” tn have dtſpleaſed God, and run from 
- 47 Wo neglected his Preſence, and priev'd 
” 4 SPirtr, and in what Inſtances you have 
= ras {0 , that hath made him weary of his 
xd! Fades 7 What Ordinances YOU have 
Jay ET 3 what Dvties you have omitted ; 
a0 to r, ins you have given way to; in order 
Can You corre dy, CO ks 

led: | atenteaty, CI With this diſ- 
wo mal State of things ? while God hath ſome- 
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what ( yea a great deal indeed 


not enveavour to remove that , whic, 
hath made ſuch a ſep2ration between Gy 


and you, ard breught you thus Joy? 


W hat Communion with God, what Con. 
munications of his Grace, what Influency 
of his Spirit, and Evidences of his Fayoy 
have you loſt ? And will you not acknos: 
ledg your Iniquity, and abaſe your ſelye 
in the Duſt, and return to the Lord, ar 
do your firſt Works ? that he may he 
your Back-ilidings, and receive you pr; 
ciouſly ; that you may again take hold 0 
his Coverart, and ve at Peace with him! 


But to be at Peace with God, is not tl: 
whole of your Concern; you need not oni 
a Pardon, but a Phyſician to heal you; * 
doth a Malefafor, that is not only liv: 
to the Law, but deſperately fick. You 
State is ſi:fal, ard dancgerous, as well ? 
troubleſome. From performing duties! 
{ſucha manyer as you now do, you 0 
quickly be Teiopicd to let them altogem 
alone. God may be ſo far provok@' 
ſuffer Satar zo make attempts vpon yo" 
that kind : ( and he is forward enovg"' 
make uſe of ſuch an opporcunity, to Uſf* 
his Snares and Stratagems againſt yo" 
til he prevail with you, to think hardly 


) againſ 


you, for having lefr your firft Love?\Will yy 


5 ang as NG. au 
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God bimſelf, unchankfully to overlook 
111 bis former kindnellzs, to put the worlt 
Interpretation that can be upon all his Pro- 
vidences, fo diſtruſt and quarrel wich him) 
as if his faithfulneſs had failed , and bis 
Mercy were clean gone for ever; and there 
were no hope left, for ore In your caſe - 
20d ſo run into De#þrratio,and through the 
ſ-htlety and violence of Satan's Tempta=- 
Lions, try the moſt fooliſh and unlawful 
means for eaſe and cure ;, eir2er open Li- 
centiorſueſs, or it may be Selt-murdep. 

Therefore ipeedy preſent | rope. + 1s 
necellary, to gd out, anu mortifie every 
Corruption, and that eſpecially, which Con- 
ſcience tells us, you have moſt indulg'd ; 
from whence yourDiſtreſs doth principally 
ariſe: Confeſing your S.n freely, fully, 
and without referve, and walting on God 
10 the diligent ule of all means, for the 
recovery of that which you have loſt : 
and Juſtifying God in his Righteouſneſs, 
Truth, Wiſdom, Holineſs, in all his Re- 
bukes. That you may regain a Spirit of 
Prayer, and taſt the ſweerneſs , vertue, 
and effiCacy of every Duty, and of every 
Ordinance z and God may glve you the 
Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of FF TY 
71C __ and the Foy of the Lord may be Your 


— —O OI 


pin of Temptation, p. 2. chap. 6. 
Strength 


T Vid. Mc, G 
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Strength, for future ſervice and (uffering 
In the mean time, do not caſt away yoy, 


Hope,but tho you have(too juſtly ) depriyq 


your ſelf of the Faith of Aſſurance, yet in- 
deavour to maintain and exerciſe the Faith 
of Aaherence (a). Say unto God, tha 
becauſe there i forgivenefs with him,therefqr; 


hes tobe feared. My \in is not too preat 


to be forgiven. *'Tis not the Vnpardonall 
Sin: for I delire to repent, and am re. 
ſolv?d to return. I will ſtill cleave to the 
Lord, and wait upon him, and follow hard 
after: him,and take no other courſe for De- 
liverance and Comfort. Mine 15 not a fin- 
gle Caſe: I am not the only Soul that hath 
been (o diſtreſled, 2nd yet found relief bj 
ſeeking unto God. ?Tis therefore gooafo 
me to hope, and quietly wait for the Satvatio 
of God (b). 1 will draw near to Goc; 
I will lie at his foot ; and continue in al 
ways of Worſhipand Duty,whierein | mi 
hope to meet with the quickening,and cor 
fort, of his Spirit: I will ſeek rellef fro! 
no other; I will keep as near him as I can; 
whither elſe ſhall I go, be alone hath 
words of Eternal Life ;, he alone can ow 
{ what is the fruit of his own bps) #*" 
Peace. 


—o——_— 
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(4) Vid. Dr, Owen on Pf, 139. 2+ [ 
ſ 


(6) Lam. 3, c. 26, 
1 


Once 


W) 


| habilities of his ſpecial Love : 
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x | will encourage my ſelf in the conſide- 
tion of his General Grace, _—_— 
let my former Experiences, when [ had 
ſome good hope, through Grace, COncerning 
my Adoption : 7 w:41 remember the years of 
the right hand of the moſt High. If God will 
give me ſo much Grace as to continue Wal- 
ting, 1 will hope ſtill : and thouzh 7 walk 17t 
darkneſs, and ſee little or no Light, T will tay 
my ſelf upon the Lord. And if by the want 
of ſenſible Conſolation he will make me 
more humble, and keep me 1n a greater 
Submiſſion to his Will, l will bleſs his holy 
Name ; andderive more comfortable hope 
fron) thence, than from the moſt {weert and 
(enlivle Conſolations I ever had; and 
look vpon*Humility, Self denial, Depen- 
dance on God, Reſignation to him, and 
Hatred of iin, as a berter ſign of his Love, 
than the higbeſt fervors of AﬀeCtion in his 
ſervice C21 be. 

On that 1 had formerly done as much 
for Holine|s,as | have or Comfort!/by the ene 
Jj2yment of the one, | ſhould have had more 
4 the other : the EXCICiie of Grace would 
ave Aicover'd the Truth of it. Let me 


DO ET 


* Vid. Mr, 


ence 


Laxter's Metbod for Peace of Conſct- 


l theres 
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, therefore accuſe and condemn my ſeF., 
h = ſtill truſt, and love God, and wait » 
t him. Let me reſolve never to chook. 
I; new Lord or Maſter. Or take up with an 
| Portion beneath God himſelf ; or any w; 
| of Hope or Salvation but by Jeſus Chrii 
my only Saviour; neither let me forſ; 
the way of Faith and Holineſs, for all; 
hopes and Happineſs of this World, ify 
to my choice. But be always able to { 
( Bleſſed be God I now can) that 1 n 
return to my former Husband, for then ity, 
better with me than now. | had peace andr 
freſhment in my former ways, | will rety 
to them. Lord, for ſake me not atterly! It 
not thine Anger for ever: CaSt me nit an 
from thy preſence, and take not thy Holy Sp 
from me : Reſtore unto me the Foy tf the S, 
vation, that my Heart may be large 
praiſe thy name, and to run the way thy Ci 
mandments. 


187 
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Humiliation, ard Re- 
pentance muſt follow upon Sclf- Examima- 
riovy, Advice concerning RePEntance of 
ſome particular Back-fliding. The great 
Perplexity and Diſtreſs of a Penitent 
Sinner repreſented, as a Cantion againſt re- 
turning to Folty. 


— —_ ET — — _ 


| —— 


Hat we may turn unto the Lord, 1s the 

end of ſzarching and trying our Ways. 
Lord! 1 have been ſearching my Heart, 
and conſide:iing my Ways, but can find 
Iit:l2or no good ; neither can | diſcover 
ell that is evil in both. But I find enough 
io make my own Heart condemn me, and 
Thov, (mho art greater than my Heart, and 
koweft all rhings,) maiſt much more con- 
demn me. I am altogether unclean, ,pol- 
luted, and abominable. 

og avout to enumerate the Sins of 
my 1 nhovgits, Wor ; 
all the wo; hr by ogy ago 
conſider m Omiſſions of Dut 
ma | y ons oI Duty, and dayly 
times by atual Commiſſion : If 1 reflect 

"Pon my Sins accorGing, to their relpeCive 
On elther againſt Thee, O God, and 
aro my Neighbour, and againſt my oa 

or Boay;, and compare my Heart ard 


=- Life 


Confeſſion of 577 , 


ns” 
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Life with thy ſtrict and holy Lay Fr 

think in how many Inſtances [ haye tran an 
oreſt every of thy Righteous Commang. Pi 
ments : I find they are more than the "a Ci 
on my head, they cannot he number All 
Who can tell how oft he hath offended ? Man, |" 
of my ſins make little Impreſſion on h tt 
Aemory, (I oblerve them not, I rememk, þ 
them not) : but this hinders not, but they = 
may make deep Impreſlion on myConſcier, of 
which will one cay be awake, and ſet then by 
in order before me ; and they are all writ yo 
ten in thy Book of Remembrance, in orde ,, 


to my final Judgment. Al! my fins are hs 


fore thee : but thou requireſt my humbk ,,} 


Confeſſion of them, in order to Repentaice; 6 
and as a part thereof, that I freely «© 
knowledg their hainous aggravations tt ee 
ſhame, and humble my ſelf the more b be; 
fore thee, whom I have cftended and p16 th: 


— vers: ſh: 


How long did I ſerve divers Luſts it che 
Pleaſures, with the negleC and forgetful Ac 
neſs of God ? How ſad a proſpect maj! !n 
take of the far greateſt part of my Life pil D- 
Eſpecially of my younger years, which 08 tr 
been trifl'd away in vanity and folly * 9 7 
ſince I have known the way of Tri" 0 
how ſhamefully have Ll prevaricated v" "9! 
God? I am confounded to conlider, w "he 
eften I have deſpiſed the Command oY 
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zinſt the Light ; againſt the 
n anc es eto Ko the checks of 
| Principles 0 : f God 
t- ſcience, frequent W3rnmings hag n 
** Conicl F. : ry to my 
ls 1nd reproofs from Others ; Contrary oh 
Wil vrofeſſion, and EXPerience) contrary 
ly the obligation of pecutier Mercies, folemn 
My promiſes, Reſolutions, and Engagements, 
@ 1nd a nearer Relation to God Than — 
&* others; Which ſins have more diſhonour'd 
"t my Lord, diſcredited his 20iy Goipel,gra- 
Net tid the Devil, ſcandaliz'd the W orld,and 
It frengthen'd the hands of the ungodly, 
G& than the fins of others. And alas ! How 
& much of my precious Time tis th gone, 
nk which if - duly improv'd, would vow aftord 
& me comfort to review. 
« How much Guilt have I contrafted 
 l every Year, particularly in this laſt ? I now 
b& begin another, which will ſoon be gone, as 
pi! tnat which was concluded Yeſterday. And 
ſhz1] T only edvance in Age, to increaſe 
rt the number of my lins, and beighten my 
tf: Account againſt the Day of Reckoning ? 
ay in Temporal and Civil Afairs Day unto 
pal Day urtererh rrowledge, and Night unto Night 
/# dad Wiſdom, We are 1aught by Expe- 
[ IL olbiyl Leilons which we ſhonld 
, Jearnt; to reform many Er- 
ul ors and miſtakes, to correct many raſh 
hok #nd fooliſh Aﬀtions and Speeches, &c, 


pelſ” 3nd ſhall I not learn Wiſdom by the Ex- 
43 Perience 


__ 9 _” ' Serious R eflect l0ns 


\ 
| 
! 


perience of another Year, in what cOncerr 

my greateſt, my Eternal Intereſt ? Shall 
not the reflection on my paſt ſins Prevere| 
my Commiſſion of the like ? Eſpecially ©” 
conſidering how my ſins are aggravated b In 
every Mercy | bave received ; by every 4: * 


[0 
his 
Cul 


fiition | have undergone ; every awaker. | 


ning Sermon I have heard ; every motion j 
God's Spirit, and every check of my ogy 4, 
Conſcience that 1 have reſiſted ; every offe 1,, 
of his Grace ; every warnirg of his Prov. 5. 
gence ; every invitation and call of hj ,,, 
Word; every purpoſe to Repent, and ever ,f 
reſolution | have made to forſake fn : The g;, 
greater knowledg I have had of my danger, j, 
the longer thunel have deliberated about it 
the oftner I have confeſs'd my fin, and ben! ,,, 
forry for it; every reproof I have had fron in 
others, and every promiſe I have maden) 1, 
ſelf, doth aggravate and encreale 0) 7], 
Guilt. 861 
How many Years bath God vouchſafi ag 
meto work out my Salvation ? but 00 w! 
little have [ dove tows1ds it? Had 10 fi 
this laſt Year, how unprepar'd muſt 1 0 i 
made my Appearance before kisTrib0® 7+ 
What opportunities of doing and recelſ® #7) 
good have [ ler flip? Hive not mace: Hi 
more my bulicels to jcem Religious, £1 
really to be ſo? How much of the Pati 1: 
of God haye 1 ebus\d ? refuſing bs &© ® 
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-ntance, reſiſting the {trivings of 
"all 0 Sofrir, ſmothering my Convictions, __— 
ent |; ning the Grace of God Into y gee 
ly joftead of rerurning oracitude for uw iS 
by | ove, I have rep2ated My Tranſgre goes 
Af» ifier Forgivenels: and gone In 4 c:rcle © 


"1 guſt before thee. To me belongs noth1s 
fer yr ſhame and confuſton of Face. IF God 
a% ould condemn and puniſh me as a Rebe!, 
W and a Traytor, and give me tne Por (LOA 
RI! of Hypocrites, I cannot but own his Fu- 
Tit 2;ce; even in Hell | muſt do it, with my 
b& flaming Tongue and Breath. 

It  OSpare me for thy mercies fake ! Enter 
el nrtinto Fudzment with thy ſervant, for in thy 
0 fobe ſhall no fleſh living be FuStified ; if Thos 
0! lay Fudg merit ro the Line, and Equity to the 
ll Plummer Give me Repentarice unto life, 
... never to be repented of, never to be retracted: 
als av4in. Bring me to the Bluod of Jeſt, 
09) which cleanſeth from all ſin, Behold the 
0K fghings of a contrite Spirit : For I acknow- 
IH leage my Iranſurſſions unto thee,arainſt whom 
i 16s finned : O Lord, forgive the Inquity of 
4 #, Its | am unworthy to lift uh my 
4 LN TS Lowards Heaven, unwor- 
4 we Ss ed Lily Son, or thy Ser ant : 
| - 11 mine Own eyes, bec 


A 1!eÞ hay 
| M - 4 . % e 
© MAC my ſelf vile in thine, For this I 


I 4 Mi 


= 0 4 


am troubled, and mourn, 
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and my San : 
grieved within me. J ou j; 


O thou Heavenly Phyſician of Souls! fron 


thy Pity alone I expect my cure. 1a 


miſerable and undone. without thy Con. 
paſſion ; and expect no relief but fron 


the Treaſure of thy Grace. ] mult periſh 
and fink under the burden of Sin, if th 
merciful hand do not ſave me, and lift n: 
up. 1am intangl'd and inſnar'd by th 
Devil and my Luſts, and without thy Suc 
cour can never hope to pet free, O Ly: 
forgive my Sin, and heal my Soul; Delin 
and [ave me for thy Mercies ſake. 

May I not yet hope in thy Mercy ? Tho 
haſt mercifully born with me hitherto 
thou calleſt me to repent ; thou con 
wandeſt me to return, and promileſt t 
forgive thoſe Sins which are confeſled at 
forſaken: O do not caſt me out of ti 
Sight and Preſence, now I defire from 
bottom of my Keart to return to thee! 
abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes, for my Þ# 
Iniquities. © But alas? ſach is the hardnd 
of my Impenitent Heart, that I am & 
aſham'd of my humbleſt Repentance: he! 
mucn more may God deſpiſe and rejx0 | 
But balt ihounor given thy Bleſſed 50% 
dye for Sinners ? and exaite him toll 
very end, to be a Prixce aud a SETS ; 
give Kepent ance, and Remiſſion of 91 as 
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by the word of thy Grace, w_ Ns 
all, C even the Greateſt —_ to pardon 
of mercy 3 and art more willing O 37 = 
than we can be to Repent. He +4 6 
light and Glory, agreceble to thy | EO 
and declared Name, 4s 4 God gracious, Rap 
merciful, ſlow to Anger ; ana of great 5" E 
neſs, forgruing Iniquity, Trangreſſun, and Sin, 
0 Pardon mine niquity for It is great ; and 
receive au humble Penitent, who Implores 
thy Grace, according to the Tenor of thy 
new Covenant, flying to the arms of thy 
Mercy, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
mho rs able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
12'0 Goa by him. 

Lord, hear my Prayer, and let not the 
mixture of my weaknelles ard unworthi- 
nels turn It into Sin : but graciouſly vouch- 
lateto look upon returning Proa:nal , an 
cauſe me to hear the voice of Ty and 
Glacneſs, that my ſorrowful Heart may be 
comtorted, and my life be direfted to thy 
Praiſe. Lead me into Lhe path of life, that 
| may no longer err from the way of thy 
Commandments: Teach we to do thy 
Will, O God, and write thy Law upon 
my Heart, that I may never more veru-7: r9 
Folly, | am convinc'd of the Evil of S'n, 
of thy Right to govern me, of the Equity 
"_ Juſtice of thy Law, of the ſweetneſs 

[ewards of wr thy preceps: O 
5 WE» 
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ſnCtifie my Heart, and make me $Soyyg \ 


thy Statutes, that I may hate eyery 1; 
Ways, and be devoted to thy Fear, the k 
mainder of my Lite. 

If there be any particular Luft, or Wit. 


edneſs, which through the power of Ten 


tation, and the deceitfulneſs of Sin 6, 
have fallen into ; that hath waſted Conſi 
ence, and rob*d you of your Peace, a 
provok'd God to. write bitter things apaiii 
you; be ſure to humble your ſelf wit 
out delay in an eſpecial manner for 
Back-ſliding : Confeſs it freely, with 
aggrayvations. Conlider whether it : 
not after ſome ſpecial manifeſtation « 
God's Love, after ſome fpecial wargin 
ſome ftrong Conviction, under or i 
after ſome great Affliction from God, 
ſome more than ordinary kindneſs 
Providence, &c. And impreſs | 
Thoughts, to humble your ſelf the los 
ſearch into the grounds and cauſes of | 
Apoſtacy, ſuch as the abatement of 
Watchfulneſs, . the neglect of ſerious 
Devotion,making bold with Tempri 
roo great compliance with vain Com 
venturing too far in lawful or indiſtet 
Things, too much Confidence 0) 
own Wiſdom, Strength, and Stedfabs 
not fearing ſufficiently the Approzcm, 


Begingjngs of Sin, or avoiding | - 


| 
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and occaſions of it, &c. 
that may maKe 


by ſome lit- 


ncentives, anc . 
:zte and diſguiſe nothing) 


your ſin exceeding ſinful, /e/? 


tle Art of the Devil, you decelve your ſelt 


by an half-Repentance 3; and the Evil __— 
you think to be caſt out,return again Wit 
ven worſe than himſelf, and to your latter 
end be worſe than your Beginning. For 
:f the ſin be not truly hated, but only co- 
ver'd over with penitential Aſhes, it will 
quickly flame out again, when it meets 
with combuſtible matter, and a ſtrong 
blaſt of Temptation. 

But if you are griev'd to the very Heart, 
and abhor the Sin, and reſolve to quit tt, 
you need not doubt of God's readineſs to 
receive you to Mercy. His Spirit tis yet 
ſtriving with you, if you are willing to 
Repent, and return to God. He {ought 
you, and calld you to retura, when you 
were wandring as a loſt ſheep in the broad 
way 5 and can you think, he will not be 
found of you, if you ſeek him with your 
whole Heart ? Therefore renew your Re- 
p*#tance, and deg more earneſtly a Spirit 
be gf Holy Fear,and Watchtuineſs: 
—_ ty Morning 1mplore Divine \vc- 
L UL againſt that Sin; and all Temptations 
hb: 6 (Which, as much as poſſible. you muſt 

.) Conſtant and feryenr Prayer. aft 
Repentance,muſt b bs ab 
2" DE Your refug?., and your 
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Remedy. If you let fall your ""_ 
[- Fo this Amalck, will prevail again. Ax bs? 
0 
( 


| 


and as far as you fail in the conſtancy, +1, 
fervency of that Duty, your Sin yij 
get ſtrength, and ſucceſsfully attempt ye 
another Time. Bur by this praQtiſe, Go 
may turn Evil to work for Good, make 
you gain by your loſs, ſtand the faſter by þ 
your Falls,and become ſtronger by the dj. +1 
{covery of your weaknels, and ſo be betts © 
eſtabliſht for the future. El 
But take heed that you pervert not th « 
Grace of God, and encourage your ſelfty 4 
' fin again by rhe ſuppoſition, that if yu, t] 
ſhould Fall, *tis but to Repert, and renen þ 
your Reſolutions, and all will be well. Thi, fc 
is a ſubtile Artifice of Satan, but ſuch me| t! 
thinks, as ſhould take with none, wh w 
have ever known'by Experience, what its fe 
to Repent., Who have felt the burdend t 
Sin to be heavier than a /AZilſione; that C: 
the weight of « fountain, Who hat | 
taſted, how ewil and bitter a thing 11 1, t0 & 1 
part from God, Who have loathed and *# 
horr'd themſelves, with deep Remork I 
and Sorrow, and Anguiſh of Spirit : vi 
ivg with all their Hearts, that they # 
not ſinn'd ; and if it were in their po F 
would give all the world to retrieve 1t;® 
would rather dye than commit that F® : 
i «gain, they then repented of. Let thor 
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who have not ter own Experience to con- 


| £rm this, read over (and conlider the caſe 


of David, when he wrote ) the Peniten- 
ti] Pſalms. How many like -him have 
ard and cried out under the ſenſe of lin, 
of ſtings and furies in their Conſcience, 
of the poyſon'd Arrows in their Souls, and 
his Terrors ſurrounding them wherever 
they went : from the ſenle of his {iins Maltg- 
nity,the apprehenſions of God's Anger,and 
the conſequent Fears of his Wrath. Ser- 
ens KRepent ance after great Tranſgreſtions IS 
ancther Thing than moſt imagine 1t. When 
their agzravated Sins {hall Deiet them be- 
hind, end before, be placed in order be- 
fore their eyes, and ſet in array againſt 
them. *Tis always a work of Difficalty as 
well as Importance, to crucifie corrupt af- 
fections, to tear a beloved Luſt from the 
Beart, with {eii-indignation to abhor and 
cait away what before you loy'd ard de- 
lighted 1. How did David's Sin ſtare him 
lo the Face ? z: I Colmuci!y with me, it 1s 
ever before me, ſaid He. It haunted him 
like a SpeAtre, or like Pelſhiz war's hand- 
abies Je oy OnOT, it [til] appear d be- 
arrid ſhape, 

F Jonerer a m3y Imile tn its firſt ad- 

rels, and veſpeak US IN Hattering lan- 
SUage, and promiſe Pleaſure, and Profit, 


and great Advantages and Satisfaction ; 
theſe 


F-0 Sertous Refi: tions 
theſe are but fair Appearances ; This js ky 
the outſide of the Cup, and the colour ci 
the Liquor : It will prove Gal} ang Worn T 
wocd, ard a mixture of deadly Poiſa: 
if ever Gcd let it home upon the Conf, 
ence, ard awaken us toa true ſenſe of i; 
Ard the Continvance of dayly Repentans 
for Sin, which all Chriſtians are called t, 
is no ſuch ealie matter neither. Conſt; 
{elf-abalement and Humiliation beforeGod 
from a ſenſe of his Majeſty and Holinef. 
and of our many Sins, and pollutic 
thereby : The imperfection cf our beſt 61 
ties continually to be bewailed ; inordina; 
affections to be ſtill mortified ; always: 
ſting ard oppoling Sin, in its Root ar: 
Branches; conflicting againſt the whi! 
Intereſt of the Fleſh, the World and th 
Devil; ſeeking after more Holineſs; ! 
be deriv'd unto us by the Grace of Chril 
to be wrought in us by his Spirit, 2: 
maintain'd by his Power ; and makli 
dayly applications to the Fowntan Ol * 
Grace, for {piritual ſtrength, to contin 
our warfare 2gainſt Sin, in all Inftanccs' 
outward duty, ard inward adtings ( 
Grace, even as long as we live; 311 0s" 
incluged in it. Due Apprehevlions oo 
cerning Kepentance, as ſo comprenen" 
_ and difhculta Duty, would teach vs £0 0 
ware of $:7. np ys 
XxVl 
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XXVII. 


The neceſſity of Chriſtian Reſolution to Up- 
right, Per ſevering Obedience; how tall 414 
-xtenſive it ought to be, ard yer numbie} 
by what means we may 9e aſſi5ted to per- 
(Orm that which we relolve. 


— —— 


—_— —_— Mm_—_—_— Jn _—— — w =» _ ol 


pe em. Sr 


Aving acknowledg'd my tranſgrelit- 
ons unto God, and begg'd forglve- 
neſs, and experimentally learnt the Evil of 
Sin by the bitterneſs of Repentarce, / re- 


ſolve for the future to watch againlt it more 


rarrowly,and againſt every thing that leads 
to it ; endeavourirg to pleaſe and honour 
myGod and Savicur by an upright,obedient 


Heart and Life. And for the remiſhon of 


my former contracted Guilr, Irtruft to Fe- 
jus Chriſt,according to the Revelation made 
11 the Goſpel,of what he 1s, hath done, and 


loftec'd, ard continues to do in Heaven, for 
the Salvation of repenting Sinners, who 


C<lire to come unto God by Him. 


a tes... A . 


But how often, O my Soul | have I 
mock'd God, and deceivd my ſelf, with 
formal and ſaint Purpoles of Aoendinent ? 
My g90d Reſolutions have been 21! of them 
#3 Ine morning Cloud,.nd the early Dew, which 
Juicely paſſed away. One frei ailuuic of 
I emptation hath Iwept away all my good 

Purpo- 
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my 1 
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Purpoſes as 2 Spider $ Web. l have falike. 
ſo many,and broke my word lo often,thzrj 
dare not truſt to ary thing I now relolve,or 


rely on any promiſe I ſhould farther mike 


Succor me therefore, G Lord, by thy poy. 


erful Grace, that what was defeftive in | 


my former fruitleſs Reſolutions, my þ; 
now rectified. Let me be more humble jy 


the ſenſe of my weakneſs, more dependant 


on thy Grace, and more heartily ſeek j: 
from time to time. Strenathen me With 
Strength in my Soul, with Might «nd Power iy 
my inward man, that I may io 7cfolve and pur. 
poſe, asto perjorm ; That | may nor be one 


Ce ee er en CO OCs 


day hot, ard the next cold; Zeatous in the | 


Beoinning, but falit and lukewarm in the 
Progreſs ; fervent and ſerious only in Re- 


ſolving, but weak ard imporeiit in the Ex- 


ECUTLLON, 


Having chang d my M:fter,my End, and 


my #Zopes, by returring unto God, from. 


whom | had gone aſtray, I] firmly rc/o/ve, 


through the aſſiſtance of his Grace, t0 | 
change my Cowrſe of Life: that Oi. 


things being done away,all things may e- 
come New ; that * b:zng made free from ſin, 


by pardoning Mercy, and beceme the ferv4 
of Chris, 1 m2y have my fruit unto Holintſi, | 


that my End may be Eternal Life. 10 the 1 


ag—_—— 


OO CEL 
—O 
lt at. _ 
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ifiet yin,wherber 7 live or ate,let it be unto theLord, 
hatl reſolving both in Life and Death to be ab- 
or flutely bis. And to that purpoſe, O my 
ike, Gu! Jet me ſeek for continual ſupplies of 
ow. | Grace from Chriſt my Head, to enable me 
e in | to yield ready Obedience, in the moſt 
/ be | difficult, h-zardous, painfu], and humbling 
e in | Dyties. In vain dol reſolve it, without 
lant | the zſſiſtance of his mighty Power, to 
K it | ffrengthen my Heart and Hands, when- 
w14 eyerl am called to ſuch a trial of my Since- 
"rim | tity. Without It ] fhall never recover my 
pur- | Liberty, or break aſunder thoſe Bonds and 
one | Cords wherewith I have formerly been 
the | held Captive, as the Servant of Sin and 
the | Satan. Such is the Weakneſs and Treache- 
ke- | ry of my own Heart, the influence of ill 
-x- | Examples, and the ſubtlety and cunning 

of the Tempter, that otherwiſe 1 ſhall 
and quickly change my mind, and return to 
om | Folly, as the Dog to hes Vomit. 1 ne Spirit 1s 
ve, | 10 weak, and the Fleſh fo frail; the Snares 
10 | Ofthe World ſo many, the Power of re- 
6 | Maining Corruption ſo ſtrong ; and of my 
be elf Iam fo urſettled ard wavering, fickle 
ji fa unſteady, and prone to backſliding, 
by Fa all my ſtrongeſt purpoſes will not be 
NN Micient, without dayly ſtrength from 2- 
4 og My Senſes are ſo deceitful ; my Pat- 
— "M$ ſounpovernable the Rule and Law 


*Mto walk by, ſo ſtrict, and fpiritual, 
" and 


| 
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and extenſive : Criminal Omiſlions may he 
ſo frequent, and to eaſily overlook'd ; 6 
many ſeveral and difficult Duties are to be 
performed ; and by every change of my 
Condition, or of God's Provideuce, fg 


many new Dangers and new Duties may | 


arte, that I fear the iſtue of my firmeſt Re. 
folutions.So ſtrict a Watch muſt always be 
Kept ; ſuch Humility and Caution is every- 
where to be practis'd ; fach ſpezdy Repen- 
tance requir'd after every talj; with thayk- 


fulneſs and contentment ia ever y Stare, un- | 
der all Calamities, be they never ſo many, 


or never ſo pinching; and preſeverance 
herein abſolutely neceſſiry,though never fo 
many Stratagems be uſed to diſcourage me 
from proceeding, or to entice me to po 
back, or turn aſide to ſome other Path ; in- 
fornuch that if God had not promiſed me 
bis continued Preſence, and that his Grace 
ſhall be ſufficient for me, ard that I ſhall not oe 
tempted above what 1 am ablcto vear ; 1 ſhout 


utterly arſparr of making good what 1 now 
reſolve. 


But beiides theſe Promiſes tO encourage | 
my Reſolved Obedience, ke hath leit vp0n | 


Record in his Word mary glorious Exim 
pies of his aſſiſting and rewarding the OV 
rage and Reſolution of his Servants £0 £0 
Linue faithful ; as in the caſe of Joſeph, V* 
mel, ard his Three Frienas., XC. [f Chrill 


ſtand 


& 
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2nd ſtren2then me, I know Z 

Rae p41 to do all things; [ ſhall not cher be 

4itter'd, or frighted out of the way of my 

Paty; no Wind that can blow ſhall ter 

 orn_me to another Point ; nothing ſhall 
' ten be able to prevail for my conſent to a 
 wilful and deliberate forſaking of God ; 
no Argument, no Iemptation, though Pri- 
racy, Opportunity, Impunity from Men) 
with Rewards of Wordly Gain and Ho- 
roar, ſhould all concur to enforce a Iem- 
ptation. But, by that Heavenly Aſliſtance, 


Chaſt, Patient, Thankful, Self denying, 


| 


Integrity till I dies ſtill perfetting Holineſs 1 
tbe fear of God, growing in Grace, and in the 


be ſeldomer ſurpriz'd, offend leſs, and re- 


pent more quickly, and watch more nar- . 
rowly afterwards, til} at laſt I receive the 


Crown. 
Eſpecially,let me watch againſt my Con- 


| Futon Sins, ſuch as | am moit inclin'd BR - 


bs as 6 a ' py 
& where aTempration Goth inoſt ealily en- 


+ a7 L aw; of 
ter; where the [evil can take the talteit 


nold,znd be a leatt ſy (pected; where he hath 


\ [07 , ; 
: _ ſprung a Mire, and made 2 Breach: 
Ve 


( F p x 1 PT S : 

hoop TR lome numbie watchful Chri- 
"2 UT Lelng recovered figm their 

B2CK- 


| ſhall be preſerv'd Humble, Temperate, 


| Crucifie d to the World, and bold fait my 


Knowleage of my Lord and Savioar Feſas 
| Chriſt, waxing ſtronger from day to day, 
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- | Back-ſlidings, who abhorr'd every Temy, $ 

/ | tationto thu ſin, by which they had been | Þ 
defiled and wounded : they can hardly gy, 0 

up a Prayer, but they mention it z hardly | i 

have their hearts affefted in any ordinance © 

but they are inwardly aſham'd of it ; harg. R 

* .., ly hear of any one guilty of the like, by | f 
/ { they are ready to burſt our into Tears, | 
RF-1 Fix therefore, | beſeech thee, me P 

| | Gracious God ! my unſeigned Reſolutions of | i 
| _» Cleaving to thee, with full purpoſe of Heart: li 
| :; and ſhew thy ſtrength in my weakneſs, by | 

'_ _ Inadling nie to 4s what | now reſolve. To | Þ* 
\; |; that end,teach me to watch over my Heart, | © 
to keep it with all diligence,to be more con- | 


;  verſant with my own Thoughts, examining Ul 
the motions that ariſe in my Heart, whence T 

they come,and whither they go, and what |® 

j they tend to, that | may ſuppreſs the be- [ea 

; | ginnings of Sin. The unſearchable Decen- X 
5 || Fulneſs of the Heart, the rovings,[traglings | * 
. 14 and wandrings of the Thoughts, the ungo- - 
| | vernable motions and ſtirrings of the Pa/- , 
it, 1 frons and Aﬀections, with the corrupe Incli- © 
4 7 atinsthatareready to comply withTemp- | s 
| ration, make ſuch a conſtant Watchfuinels $ 
|/j 1 Necellary.Let me live no ionger as a {{ran- | 2 
4 'þ gerto my f{elf, but by Self-refletF107 d weil of 
10 more at home, reckoning my principal 4 


| Workto be within doors,io keep 7 OWN th 


Vineyard. Teach me to watch over 
Senlt:!, 
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Senſes, LO guard the door of my Zsps, to 
govern my Paſſions; to be wary in the Chozce 
of my Company, and in the Right U/e of 
it; to be Circumſpect in every ſtep of my 
| daily walk, to call my ſelf frequently to a 
Reckoning, to caſt up my Accounts at the 


' fect of every. page, by every days review of 


' ry Actions, to live always as in God's 
' preſence, and be awed every where by the 
thought of his Holy Eye, to ſhun the occa- 
ſons and appearances of Evil, &c. _ 
By the neglect of this, Spiritual Diſtem- 
pers will-intenſibly creep upon us. There 
is ſuch a venom and malignity in Sin, to 
wound and weaken the Soul, to put us cft 
the Hinges, todiſorder and unfit us for any 
Spiritual Service, to make our Hearts vain 
and frothy, lazy and lifſtleſs, that we ſhall 
ealily let flip our Opportunities, loſe our 
&Xaſons, and languiſh and pine away, not- 
withitanding all the means of thriving and 
growth. And hence it is that ſo many 
Profeſſors mourn and complain, lick the 
vuſt, and lye among the Clods, are dead 
under the moſt awakening Miniſtry, and 
barren under the moſt fruitful means. 
Hence ir is they do little Good, as well as 
balte little Comfort ; ſome Dutics are ne- 
 Befted, and others perform'd lightly ; 
nd in none of them do they meet with 
that Sweetneſs and Satisfaftion, that Re- 


freſhment, 
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freſhment, and Zdvantage , Fruit 4, 
Benefit, as formerly. And all from the 
neglect of Wirchfulncſs, making bo'd with 
Temptation, ard rot ſtardirg vron thi: 


Guard in the uſe of their Chriſtizn' 4... 


MOVT, 


And becauſe no Place, ro Corditio, 


no Imploy ment is exempted from Ten. 
zions, let me fortify my ſelf every mornin 
agairlt all Aſſavits for that day, by Seriou 
Prayer, as Holy David was wont to do 


My voice (Aaith he) ſhalt thou bear in th 
morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direl 


my Prayer unto thee , and will look vp, Pſal, ;,! 


v. 3, 4. Let the Law of God be my dai} 
and delightful ſtudy-ihat I may be avle pre 
ſently to bring my Words and Actions to 
the Touchſtone; and know how to m#- 
nage the ſword of the Spirit,on 21! occalions 
againſt the fiery Darts of the Devil : thil 
knowing the rule, I may not be doubttfu) 
orat a loſs; when ever I am tempted, | 
may not make a ſtand to parley, but imme 
diately ſummon all my forces ro Reſiſt, and 


reje& the Snare; being aſſur'd from G06 
that the Continuance of this Warfare ſl 
end in a moſt Glorious Viaory. He" 


fhortly tread down Satan under my feet. Thaw) 


ve to God, through Feſus Chriſt, my Lyra, 
Xxvll- 


It 
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XX VIII. 


The Import, and Obligation of our Bapmiſmal 
Covenant. The renewal of it by a ſolemn 
Dedication of onr ſelves toGod the Father, 
Son,and Holy Spirit, exemplify'd and re- 


commenaea. 


} ———— — 
one nnno Rg ["_ —— 
— — — 


LL this, O my ſoul, which I have 

now reſolv?d on, is no more than 
what I am obliged to by my Vow in Bap- 
tiſm; to renounce the Devil and his Works, 


| the Fleſhand the Luſts thereof, the World, 


and conformity to it, that | may Love and 
Serve the Lord - agreeable to the undoubt- 
ed Right which God hath in me by Crea- 
tion, Redemption, and his innumerable o- 
ther Benefits. But the outward waſhing of 
Baptiſm, and a viſible profeſſion of obedi- 
ence, wrll not ſave me, without the Anſwer of 
a good Conſcience towards God ; 1 Pet. CaP.3. 
V. 21, May I not by the conſider-tion of 
my Baptiſmal Covenant ſuppoſe God ſpeak- 
ing to my Conſcience, to this effe&t? ** Will 
you take ze for your whole Portion and 


;| *Felicity ? and my Law for the conſtant 


: Rule of your obedience? and fight a- 
 8ainſt the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Deuil, to your lives end ? Will you be- 


*© lieve 


W=x 
- Ae ——S 
= CO _—__ . 
— — — — - og 
-- 


my Soul more throvghly ingag?d to betii | th 
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<« live in Feſ«s Chriſt, and receive him x, , 0 
*« Prince and Saviour ? and adhere to th, 
&« faith and obedience of the Goſpel, how 1 
& hazardous and difhcult ſoever the p;ofec. 1 
« ſion and practice of it may be ? Will yo | 
« receive the Bleſſed Spirit as your Teacher, | 
& Sanctifier, and Comforter ? and cherif \ is 
&« all his Motions, to enlighten, purify, | tc 
« confirm, comfort, and afliſt you? ”Ti; | m 
my hearty conlent to theſe Terms, and re- | m 
ſolved compliance with them, which Bay: | nc 
tiſm obligethto; and rhz x5 the Anſwer f m 
a good Conſcience towaras God. '-e 
[ have often renewed th:s Covenant on ſe. | m 
veral occaſions; but did I ever duly cor- ed 
{der the tenor and obligation of it? Hoy | at 
have l lyed unto the God of Fruth ? dezl | ba 
decceitfully with hinz? and been Fall? aid ve 


Fickle, Trezcherons and Unfaithfui ro what | up 


I promiſed ? O let me now again repeat It, | nc 
and give up my ſelf once more to be the | kr 
Lord's,more unfeignedly, more firmly tha! | an 
ever I have hitherto done ! thar the Bonds | m1 
of God upon me may be ſtrengthned,aid | H 


Lord's.O help me to do it with the greatel = 
ſeriouſneſs,as the moſt important Altair © 
my whole Life! by thine aid and Gra | Iu 
alone ſhall I be ſincere and cordial in thisſur- | Ja 
render,and Dedication of my ſelf.O br eathe 
upon my Soul, moſt Holy Spirit, (1b 7 _ 
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of the higheſt) that there may be no Hy- 
the pocriſie, Or Reſervation, in this ſo weighty 
1nd ſolemn Tranſaction between God and 
] 
3 | "o moſt Bleſſed and Glorious TRINITY: 
er, | Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Thy favor 
ih | is my Life, and thy Lovingkindnels is bet- 
fy, | ter than Life : Thy Will ſhould have been 
[is | my Rule, thy Word my Law, thy Glory 
re- | my end, to pleaſe thee my principal Buſi- 
;p- | neſs, and to enjoy thy Love and Preſence 
/ my nltimate Felicity. But I am one of thy 
revaliled Creatures, who have loſt thine 1- 
ſe. | mage,and rebell'd againſt thy Law, ſlight= 
n- ed thy Authority, and rejected thy Grace, 
» | and deſerve to be caſt out of thy ſight, and 
zt |baniſhr from thy Preſence for ever. Ne- 
ad vertheiels, O moſt merciful God, and Father, 
1 | upon tay gracluus invitation and call, [ 
t, | now return tothee my rightful Lord : ac- 
he | knowledging thee, as my Almighty, Wile, 
a1 | and bountiful Creator,my abſolute Owner, 
06 | wy Righteous Governour , my End, my 
id | Happineſs and Chief Good, I ow accept 
&e | thine offer'd Mercy ; 1 ow ſubmit to the 
cl | Xepter of thy Grace; and ZIve up my ſelf 
G T0 lhee, as my King, and my God: to 
& | Tue and fanCtify me now, and be my Ever- 
" laſting Portion. [1deſiie to be no longer 
he m — : ' IP 
it y own, but Thine, to whom of right 1be- 
®Ng, and ought to be devoted. [ yield 


- had - 44 
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my ſelfto Thee, O my Lord? Accent and þ 
Pofleſs that whrch' is thine own. 1 Jay, ( 
ſelfat thy Foot, at al] Times, ard jj al 0 
Conditions, to be at thy diſpoſe, ang i 
every thing to acquieſce in thy Good Plex. 
jure. Deliberately reſolving, with ur- | & 
feigned and free conſent of my Will, t| # 
walk before Thee in Holinefs and Righne | | 
ouſneſs all the days of my Lite. Hereby] | i 
conſecrate and devote wy felf tobe thy per. | T 
petual Avowed Servant : Zord, I amih| hi 
ſervant, TI Am thy ſervant, the Son of thi 1 
Handmaid, Though other Lords have hat | Bl 
dominton- over me, I will now make mer: | 
tion of thy Name, and of thy Righteouſ | C 
neſs ozly, by Jeſus Chriſt. C 
O bleſſed Feſus, my All- ſufficient Saviour! | 
Thy dying Love,infiniteCondeſcention,and 2r 
'mztchleſs Grace hath at laſt oyercome me, | Te 
ard conſtrain'd me to reſolve to be wholy | 1: 
Thin, who haſt redeem?d and bought me | bd 
with thy moſt precious Blood. I nowac | i 
knowledgand own Thee, as my Lora, ani 
my Jeſus, my Prophet, Prieſt,and King; ') 
Sacritice, Surety, and Ranſom, to ſatis 
for my Sins, and reconcile me unto G06; | 
to inſtruct me in his Will, and teach = © 
the Myfteries of his Kingdom, and the vJ *: 
'to the Father, How often haſt thou open! 
thine arms, and called me, yea beſeecf * 
me to come unto thee, and accept of = R 


| 


Nd 
My 
all 


(0 
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y | 
el- 


In | 
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bn. | ties co T hee as his only Refuge and Hope ” 
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erciful 
| refuſed to come. I adore thy Merci 
2" deſcention, that yet thou wilt recel”. 
neon ſuch eaſie Terms. 

O thou Lord of Life and Glory, nw ac- 
cept of an unworthy helpleſs Sinrier, who 


who is convinc'd,that None Eur Chriſt, None 
hut Chriſt can make his Peace with: God,and 
fave from wrath to corae,l acknowledg.thy 
Title to me, and m7 obedience,and to all I 
have by dying for me. I deſire :;to take 
thy Yoke upon ne;for itis Eaſie.z ;and thy 
Burthen, which-is Light. 7 deſtee*to ben- 


urely, abufor ever thine;in ar Everlaſting 


Covenarv., never .to.be broken : to:take up the 
Crots,and-follow thee, whitherſoever thou 
h2\c lead me; through the ſtraight Gate, 


2nd the arrow way. | will reſerve no Luft, 
retufe no Labour, grudge at no Suffering, 
ſick at no difficulty, ſo I may pleaſe, and 


honour thee,and continue in thy Lave. 1O 
ned abroad more of thy.Love:in my Heart, 
lo make all Things <afie for his ſake, whs 
bath loved me, ana waſhed me from my DINS1N 
0s ows Blood 

O Cod the Holy Ghoſt, 1 acknowledp Thee, 
35 My Orcut Teacher and Sandtifier, and give 
epmy teif tro Thee, as the Author of all 
E Know lcdge and Holineſs: By Thee 
| have been convicc'd of wy Sin, avainſt 
We Law of God, and the Go:pel cf Chriſt, 


Ii 2 and 


} 


" 
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and of my neceſlity of his Merit, Satisf, 
tion, and Righteouſneſs , to juſtify m) 
gullty Soul, by procuring the Forgivenes 
of 5in,and my acceptance with God ; ang 
of the freeneſs of his Love, the Riches and 
aliufficiency of his Grace, towards all wh; 
' come unto God by him. I adore Thee 
O moſt bleſſed Spirit, as proceeding,and ſent 
from the Father and the Son, to renew 1 
the Powers of my Soul, and reſtore the 
Divine Image there; to enlighten ny 
mind,toknow and receive the Truth, 
_ #t 15 4n Feſus, ard purify my Heart - andto 
fanCtify all the Members of my Body, and 
make them Inſtruments of Righteouſne 
unto Holineſs, which before were Servants 
unto Sin ; and gradually to deliver nt: 
from the power, the defilement, and # 
bode. of Sin; as from the Guilt andPr 
_ niſkhment by the Blood of Jeſus. Ands 


the Witneſs of God to the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures; and as the Great 


clete.to comfort and eſtabliſh the Hearts of 
p to the day of 
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ng negleCted : and thankfully devote 
ſelf henceforward to be Lord's in a 
ant Relation. 
fot feariog and diſtruſting my ſelf, I 
rive UP My ſelf entirely to the conduct 
f thy Grace, depenCcing upon 1t for m: 
eſtabliſhment and perſeverznce. O form 
oy Heart into an obedientia] Frame :! thet 
in every thing Il may endeavour to anfwer 
the Ends and Obligations Of this Devoted 


310 


# 


| 


my 
j 4 
1 to 
and 


| 


ftate. ; - 
To this One God] have once agaln dedul- 


ated and reſign'd my iclt; to ferve, and 
pleaſe, and honour Thee, in i hopght, 


ef Word, and ACt, to the laſt moment of my 
nt; (fe + In the Performance of all Dries,even 
ne hoſe which I have been moſt averſe from 
the mortification of every Z#/* ,and the 
py [orſaking of every Si, even thoſe which I. 
| 5 [23S OnCe moſt addicted to - Reſolving de- 
the |Derately to allow my ſelf in nothing,great_ 
1+ 7 Iittl?, ſecret or open, which I ſhall know 
of |" delieve to be contrary to thy boly Will; . 
of [King it my buſineſs to be fruitful in good 
nf Works, to the praiſe of my Redeetner ; 
5 ating in the uſe of all his appointed 
ans for higher meaſures of Grace and . 
jis olineſs, to be more Victorious over in- 
re ard Luſts,and outward Temptartions,ſtill - 
. J * 
el, veſſing owmards the mark for the prize of my 
gb and acly Calling, even Eternal Life. 


We | 
N 3 [ call 
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I call Heaven and Earth, O Lyurg to M 
witneſs this day, That Iown and 20h 0 
this to be my A274, and the ſerled Preygy. of 
ing Purpoſe of my Soul. This I again ra. 
tifie and confirm, without any Clauſes, gr ht 
Exceptions. So help me, O my God. Gh. M 
ry be to God the Fzther, God the Son, | 


and God the Holy Spirit. Wilt 
- — _— to 
XXIX, le 

1, 


Pt atical and Conſol.story RefleQions on tle ; 
preceding Self-dedication, or Covenant | je 
with God. 


—— — —_— —_ —_— - _— . * CEE auumouptwaewnd Summa Add... ad 


Do —C—C———.. A 


Have this day ſolemnly avouched the |do 
Lord to be my God, to walk in his St: 
ways; thereby to fortifhe my Reſolutions 
that / znd my * Houſe , (and All that Ican | G1 
perſuade to be of my mind) will ſerve the | m; 
Cord. intend, deſire, and hope never will | fel 
folly to Violate the Fairh, which [ have | by 
now plighted in the preſence of God ; but | to 
to continue ftedfaſf, wmimoveable, alway! | Nz 
abounding in the work of the Lord, RC. as 

Should I undertake any new Imploy 1 
ment, -or enter into any new Condition, 
ot change the place of my Abode, wher! 
I might ſee more of God's diſhonour, and | 11 


EPEe—— oo 
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meet with more and ſrronger Temptations 
-o Sin, and be calied to the performance 
{more difficult duties, greater watchful- 
'efs and ſelf-denial, &c. I would hope 
:ereby to ingage Lne preſence of. God with 
me,and his Bleſſing on all my Aﬀairs, <C on 
which depends the ſucceſs of all that I 


undertake : ) and wou'd nope the better 


to preſerve my Integrity, not only This 


Fear, bur in all the remaining portion of 
ny Time, by the abiding ſenſe of my 
Covenant with God, thus {ſ{erlquliy re- 


newed. 
This is the method ] have been often 
2xdvis'd to, for Peace of Conſcience, under 


doubts and ſcruples concerning my ſpirtual 


tate: to put the matter out of doubt, by 
«ain accepting the oftered- mercy and 
Grace of the Goſpelz.and heartily conſent- 
mg to the new Covenant : giving up my 
felt caGod in Chriſt, to be ruled and ſaved 


| by him. Bleſſed be God, I have now done 


lo. Lord, fiy Amen to thy part of the Cove- 
nant, that Inou art and wilt be my Ged ; 
as 1 delire unfeignedly to do to mine,that 
L will be thy Servant. 

But becauſe Articles are ſooner conſent- 
edto, than made good ; tho I ſeriouſly 
lutend never to diſown this my ſolemn Act 
and Deed, but firmly to adhere to it as 
long as | live; that baving ſworn, 1 will en- 

is. 4. ae avour 
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deavonr to perform it, that this ſhall be my 
Everlaſting Choice, never to be recanted 
or alter'd, yet ) conſidering the ſad [y. ; 
ſtances of my former weakneſs, and the 4 
vigilance and ſubtle malice of my Great ; 
Adverſary, I again 1mplore the ſaccour of J 
Divine Grace,to keep It for ever in the pur: of 
poſe of my Heart, that it may be as th | þ, 
Laws of the Meaes and Perſians, never to he th 
reverſed. I have given up my name to be | T 
Thine ; O put thy fear into my Heart, thal | 
may never depart from Thee | {mprint thy | gr 
Laws upon my Heart, that my obedience | th 
may be uniform and univerſal, unwaver-  5q 
ing and perpetual; ſuitable to ſo honours p; 
ble and near a Relation to Thee ! [an [7 
ſenſible I want Wiſdom and Strength to that 

' purpoſe, but thou haſt bid me ask it 
Thee, who o:vef# liberally, to All witholt | to 
deſert, and upbraideF not, with preſent Ur | fr 
worthineſs, or former faults. O leaan| th 
n0t into Temptation, but d:I:vuir me from Ewl.| a. 
Stand by and Strengthen me inthe Bof| in 
of Trial, leſt | forget my vows, and & | fo 
Ny Fhee. O that my Soul may never dra# | S, 
back, leſt Thize have no Pleaſure in | & 
' I can ſerve no better Maſter; O ler 0 | n 
Ears' be bored to the door of thine Hou, Hf 
as the Token and Aſſurence of my 2b C 
thy Servant unto Death. Iknow 15” 79 
Duty, lam ſenſible *tis my Privilege ® & 

Honour: 
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I am convinc d, th [n- 
rereſt and Felicity 5 MY Soul, my Life, my 
reſent and everlaſting Welfare, and Al cGQe- 
pends upon it , thar thou ſhonldeſt be -y 
God for ever 5 O conduct me by thy Holy 
Spirit of Grace, Unat { may walk and 
tt, as having heartily conſented he ſnould 


Honour 3 


' beſo: and dire my Heart into thy Love,and 
| the faithful Reeping of thy Commanaments . 


That when ſo many Profeſſors make ſhip- 


 wrack of Faith, and a Good Conſcience, 
and diſcredit the Religion of my Lord by 


I | their ſhameful Falls, thou mayeſt make me 


er- 
[4- 
A 
nat 

of 


ol 


to ſtand, and improve the warning of their 
Examplcs, to walk humbly ; and while 7 
ſtand, to take heed lejſr I fall. 

Having thus furrendred my ſelf to Gaod.. 
what is there, O wy Soul ! that is ever like- 
to prevail with me 0 go back, and revolt 
from him? Is the gratification of a Luft, 
the ſecuring of an Ejratc, compliance wi. bt 
a Friena, Lne pleaſing Ot a SHPEY OY, Iving 
In Eaſe and Honour, and outward Proſperity 
for a little while, the ſaving my Body from 
Suffering, or My life from Y'iclence, (or what 
ever elſe be the Motive of my unfaithful- 


| Mefs to God, and Anoſtecy from Him 2? Is 
Aly, 8 A oftheie eny way conſiderable 


compared with r&e Bleſſeane}s of having God 
tobe my God? For fhereby I have the fer- 
olVenels of all wy Sins ; and the Aſſurance 

RK x "> 
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of his Favour; the certainty of preſent 
ProteCftion, and Proviſion ; all Creature; 
reconciled to me, and to be imployed for 
my Good, as the Friend of God - Al] 
things to work together for my Advar. 
#2ge; and by the evidence of my Adoption, 
a well grounded Hope of Eternal Life. 
God as my Sun .ind Shield, will give Grac, 
and Glory, and with-hold no Good Thing, $g 
unſpeakably Comprehenſive are the Privi- 
teges of ſo near a Relation to God in 
Chriſt. O happy are the People who are in 


fach a caſe? Bleſſed are the Perſons whoſe God | 


zs the Lord. 

Do I reſolve to abide by my Choice, and 
to truſt in Chriſt, for perſevering Grace ? 
and ſhall I not, ought T7 not to take Comfort 
in it? Shall I not give God the Glory of 
his :nfinite Goodneſs, by adheripg to himand 
rejoycing in him, notwithſtanding all 
Temptations to the Contrary ? Caſting all 


my Care upon kim, and qri-:ting my elf 


in the All-ſufficiency of my Heavenly F# 
ther : having a Ged in Covenant, who will 
ſupply all my wants. and take care of mt 


as his own, Shall I not give him the glor? | 


of his Trath and Power, by truſting him 1! 
every Condition? By confidence in Þ1s 
Promiſe, Dependance on his Word, Fall!” 
fulneſs to his Intereſt, and Conftancy ! 
his Service to the end? Is it not a mo 

Encours 
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ouraging Thought, That God doth ne- 
= TER any , who do not firſt forſake 
vim? And afcer fuch ftrift Engagements, as 
| have laid upon my ſelf, ſhall I ever ftrike 
the fatal ifroke with my own Hand ? Shall 
| be off and on, ſay and unſay, promife 
and retratt ? And after I have proceeded 
thus far, ſhall I forſake the Fonntain of 


Living Waters, and turn agatn to broken 


Ciſterns ? : | 
Afrer | have examin'd my ſelf, confi- 


der'd my ways, conſeſt my Sins, and'npon 


 feriou; D-liberation am come to a Reſolve, 


and in purſuance of 1t have devoted my 
ſelf with ſach ſolemnity to be the Lord's, 
ſhall I ever after this, fer ſake Him, and my 
own AMercies, and lightly eſteem the Rock of 
my Salvation ? Now I have learn'd in ſome 
meaſure what Sz» 1s, by the ſorrows and 
anguiſh of an Hearty Repentance ; now [ 
ave dttcovered ſo much of the Snares and 


| Devices of Star, whereby I have former- 


ly been betray'd ; now | am ſenſible of the 
dangerous and powerfe] tnflnence and in- 


| feltinn of bad Company ; the Treachery of 


lieſhly Luſts ; the bewicching Tomptetions 
of the World; and have taited a lit te, by 


| My own Expertence, of the Ple:ſantneſs 


of Wiſdom's Paths, the Peace and Satis- 
fation of Devotedneſs to Go), by ihe pre- 
Int Rewards of a calm Conſcience, the 

CONtyÞ 
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communications of Divine Grace, and the 
Encouragement of an Holy Hope, ©, ang 


am perſuaded of the Stability of his Waxg, 


and the Certainty of Eternal Life to a1 
who continue 1n well-doing ; ſhall 1, after 
allthis, ever break with God again? Shall 
I ever cancel this Engagement ? violate 
this my Vow? and fallifie fo many repeated 
Promiſes and Reſolutions ? 

Oh that his Power may reſt upon meland 
his Grace work in me-both to will and to 
do! that this God may be my God for ever,and 


my Guide unto Death. Let me never reaſſume | 


this Gift, and Surrender of my ſelf, or de- 
fraud God of his Right and Propriety. Hi: 
I «am, and him I will ſerve : living wholly to 
Him ; uſing all I have for him : being 
willing he ſhould do what he liſt with hs 
own, and conſequently diſpoſe of me, and 
of allthat any way bclongs to me, 4s ſpal 


ſeem good in hes Eyes, 1 am Thine, O Lord 
ſave me. Command me my work, ap 
point me my Duty, direct my Station, 0r- | 


der my Condition. Let me be Thine, tho 
imployed in the meanelſt ſervice, and the 


moſt laborious ſelf-denying work. Tho! 


ſhould be but A Doorkeeper 1 thine Houſe, 
an Hewer of Wood, or a Drawer of Wattr ; 
Tho Imuſt pinch the fleſh,and ſwim again 
the Tide, and renounce what before | 1 


wed 5 Yes This Gea ſhalt by my God for 5: 


Gn 4 wy bt << FN 


TO ends, eng }|_ pey wn 7 A 
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By this means wen I come to Dye, 
(if God ſhould add more Years to the lit- 
:le number [ have paſt, befides zh:s 1 have 
now begun ) I may be able to fay with 
Upright Hezthiah, Remember Lord, how [ 
have walked beforeT hee in mine Integrity. I hat 
in the face of Death, and the Grave, in 
the view of another World, and the near 
proſpect of Eternity, | may be able to Re- 
joyce in Hope, and Say , Lord Feſus, Re- 
ceive my Spirit, Thou art my Saviour, and 
[| have waited for thy Salvation. I have 


ſought Thee with my whole Heart, I 


have choſen thy Favour rather than World- 
ly Grandeur and Proſperity ; I have prized 
thy Love, and endeavour'd to obey Thee, 
( as the beſt Expreſſion of my own) tho 
with many ImperfeCtions, which I bewail ; 
| have delighted more in thy Service and 
Preſence, thanin the Pleaſures of Sin and 


Vanity ; thy Teſtimonies have been the 
| Joy of my Heart; I tcok no delight in the 
| Company of the ungoGiy, after | was Ce- 


voted to Thee; O let me not have my 
Portion with them in the other World | 


| Fortifie me now againſt the King of Ter- 
| Tors, ſtrengthen me in this my Jait Con- 


lict, enable me to triumph over Death by 
the Croſs of Chriſt, (-y viforious Redeemer) 
and carry me through the dark valley, at 
he divorce of Soul and Body; and grank 
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me an 2bundant entfawte into (thine Bea. 
venly Kingdom; Let we be numbreq 4. 
mong thy Choſen, and my Bedy wair jr 
Hope, tilithe general ReſurreCtion, thar 
I may then leethy Glory, and dwell wit; 
"Thee for ever. 

I gaveup my felf to Thee, and doi ner 


Repent my Choice ; acknowlecige me”-noy 
for 1Thine, and do nof loie that which js 


thy own. Lord Jeſus ' Thou haſt paid 
my Ranſom, to deliver me from Saran, 
and from Erernal Wrath, Oh do nct noy 
reject we, and caſt me off. [Js it not thine 
Ofhce- ard Covenant to fave thoſe that 
Tiuit in thee ! Oh remember thy Word 
unto thy Servant, wherein thon haſt cay- 
ſed me to Hope, when I vertur?*d my Sal- 
vation on thy Promiſe, and truſted to thy 
Gracious Word for Fternal Life. Thby 
Love hath already overcome the greateſt 
impedimentsof my Salvation. ? Tis as calle 


now to receive me, as to Love - me. Thol 


haſt prepared Glory for thy Redeemed 
ones; and haſt bid me believingly to tot 


. Tow thee,and wait for thy Salvation. T0 


haſt begotten me to a lively hope, by 
Incorruptible Secd of the Word ; Let mM 
not now be depriv'd of the Inheritance: 
Can that Love,that pitied me in my Blood, 
and fetcht me from the Gates of 8 
now {iter me to fall into iz ? Oh ay 


thy 
Ve 
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thy Grace, ard perfeft thy Preparatory 
vercy, with Everlaſting Mercy. 
; By Voinntary Conſent and C#n9:ce, thou 
* art my Go ; and thy Preſence tn Heaven, 
my v!timate Felicity 5 1 hav? truſted to thy 
" Gracious Promiſe, to prepare me for it, 
nd bring me to it ; O fulfil thy Word unto 
ty Servant, wherein thou haſt cauſed me ro 
| hope 3 and mercifully receive my Geparting 
:; | Soul, that ſeeks Thee, that loves Thee, 
that breathes after Thee, and deſires no- 
' thing but to know Thee better, and love 
Thee more, and be more entirely con- 
form'd to thine Image, and live alwa\s in 
4 thy Bleſſed Preſence. Thou haſt called me 
out of the World,plac'd thine Image upon 
. me, enabled me to make it my Bulineſs, 
though with many ImperfeCtions,to ſerve, 
and pleaſe, and honour Thee; OhReceive 
meto the fulneſs of thy Love and Grace, 
and preſent me faultleſs before the Preſence 
of thy Glory, with exceeding Joy. Amen, 
Holy Father, be it unto me according to thy 
Word ; through the Merits and Interceſſion of 
| my All- ſufficient SaviourFeſus Chriſt the Faith- 
jul and True Witneſs,in whom all thy Promiſes 
are Yea, and Amen, 
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Thankſgiving to God for his Innumerable 
Benefits and Mercies, par ticularly in the 
Year Paſt : with ſome Direction and Ad- 


Vice concerning it. 


CO mm—u—o—m——n—ny nee CDC —  ——— gn ——_— i oro ee nn nn ge 
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OW precious and delightful are the 
Thoughts of thy Benefits? © Lord, 
how great 15the ſum of them Should I count 
them, they are more in number than the 
Stars. Shall I not obſerve and conſider 
them? maintain a grateful ſenſe of them, 
and publickly acknowledg them on all oc- 
caſions? that I may Bleſs the Lord at all 
Times,and his Praiſe be continnally in my month, 
More eſpecially ſhould I conclude and begin 
the Near,with {ſolemn Praiſes to my Great 
Benefactor and Preſerver. I ought to be- 
gin and cloſe every Day with it, thereby t 
make the out goings of the Morning ard the Even- 
ing to refoyce in God, Every Year,every Day, 
every hour, every Moment offers me an 0c- 
caſion to praiſe him : becauſe he 1s every 
minute gracious: and hath been fo ever 
lince he gave me my Being. 
Almoſt one half of my Time hath bee 
ſpent in Sleep, when | remember not God, 
nor my ſelf ; yet doth He, who never flum- 


bers or ſleeps, remember me in Mercy: w 
wa 
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watch over me for good, Yea, though in 
the other half, by Day, I have forgorter 
iimin a worſe ſenſe,by caſting off his Fear, 
and not remembring that his Holy Eye 1s 
upon me, yet hath he not forgotten to be 
Gracious. Therefore 7 will praiſe the name of 
God with a Song, and will magnify him with 
Thanksgiving,and never forget his benefits. With 


_ which Sacrifice he is better pleaſed than with 


an Ox or Bullock, that hath horns and hoofs. 


' He hath prolonged my Life this laſt Near, 


when ſo many others, of his more uſeful 
Serv:nts, have been remov'd by De:th: 
and given me farther Time and Space: to 
Repent, when multitudes have been ſur- 
priz'd in their Impenittence. Yea, i was 
He, who formed me in the Womb, and 
brought me ſafely into the World , by 
whoſe Providence I have hitherto been 
ſupplied : i» Him I live, and move, and con- 
tmually exiſt, Tohis undeſerved Goodneſs 
| am beholding for all the Good of any 
kind, which I ever enjoy*'d: To his Bounty 
| am indebted for all that I now have; 
and muſt depend upon it, for whatever [ 
can hereafter expect. 

1lhrovgh Infancy and Childhood he was 
pleas's to preſerve me; favouring with me 
many Advantages In my 5:r:h and Eduaca- 
ton 4 providing for mea Competent Live- 
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lihood : diſpol 
pos! of iy ep 4a, the Circumſt a; 
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40} creaſe of Kno 
g 4 | WNecefliti tnowleds : 3nd pre ed 
F3 ies, and ev eventing og 
y numberleſs Bl en my Deſires, \ = i 
K..4 | efiings SLE res, with : 
ſ, | moch as asKkt for H "Pp [| never | - 
| WH : : A1le hath FT. O ; 
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4 mT they M1 1Yy eld 9% Condi: eral | 
ol ght have be Zomfort, when | ©! 
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8 '. ſhew m wy Strangers to bef CELOUS. he ' s 
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Wi ; How ae ng "5 ppgroype : 260 
| j i Death, TY th he acliver'd my Soul f 
| UN | 'v from falling, ns from Tears. and 17 Ms P 
W-i8 tin 6 7or *: eaſonable Preſervati n 
{ I 2 ol : YUP, He h e him 44 the Land of 
it, W. brink of man ath reſcu'd me from thc 0 
11S Ignorance y a Precipice, which = , 
11 Bl: or Inadve J, through 
8 Prehend or F rtency, 1 did not apr : 
| i |} way toturn, «ae 4 | knew not hich c 
'S manded $y {appointments he hath | | 
q; hs ccors and been 3En coM- | 
e of Trouble.1n Gr 0 preſent Help in | 
eat Per plexiries,b1s 


Eye hath 
been my Guide, and his own Am 


hath br 
ought Salvation : it may be by £86 
Mint- 
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Miniſtry of his Holy Argels, obeying his 
order, and giving unuſual Inttmations of 
very great,and otherwiſe nnfuſpefted Dar- 
zers: or ſending Relief and Deliverance, 
by ſuch ſmall, unlikely, and nnexpeCted 
Means, as carried the narme of God vitibty 
ingraven on them. Inmumerable Calann- 
ties he faves me from, which others groan 


- under - and as many Fleſſigs am I favour'd 


with, whereof they are deffirute. He 
Spreads my Table, and fills my Cup, afd 
gives me All Things richly to enjoy , when 
many Excellent Perſons, of whom the 
World is not worthy, are fed with theBread 
of Aff: tion, and the Water of Aﬀuition. O- 
thers have only Neceſſaries, or but few 
Conveniencies, in Compariſon with the 
Plentifal Proviſions God hath made, for 
my Chearful Obedience to him. And ſhall 


| not Praiſe him for (a) rhe precious Things | 


of Heaven, the bleſſings of the Earth,the dew, 
and the deep?and more eſpecially for theGood- 
will of Him who dwelr in the Buſh, to ſanify 


_ and fweeten all: Whereby Common Mercies 
| become the pledge and fore-runner of bet- 


ter Things ; as the fruit of his Special 
Kindneſs, the witneſs of his Truth, and 
the ſeed of Peace and Joy, and Righteout- 
nels, and Praiſe ; by reafon of his Bleſſing 
on all thar I poſſeſs, which otherwiſe wovld 


——— — — — — ——_—_— _ — = — — 


(4) Deut, 33, v.13, 14. 


—— _ 


prove 


midſt of Enemies, and among Friends ; in 
all Places , and at all Times. 

He hath prolonged my H#ea'th, or wade 
my Bed in Sickneſs. He hath often granted 
the Deſires of my Heart when ever it was 
for his Glory; and contradicted my Wiſhes, 
and diſappointed my Endeayours, in other 
Inſtances, when it was more to my Advan- 
tage. From how many M:ſchiefs hath he 
ſav 'd me,by ſuch Things as I deprecated, 
and would have hinder'd? How many E- 
vils hath he turn'd for Good ? He hath 
heard my Cry inthe day of Adverſity, and ſet 
my feet in a large Place. He hath Chaſten'd 


me for my Profit : His Rod and his Staff 


have comforted me : He hath ſpoken com- 
fortably to me in the Wilderneſs. Affii0r 
hath deen uſeful and neceſſary Phy ſick; made 
an Inſtrument of Vertue,and ſo a token of 
his Love, Trerefore (a)1 will ſingof the Mer- 
cy of the Lord for ever, and with the voice of 
Thanksgiving will I make known bisFaithfulneſ”. 


He 


(a) Pſalm $9. v1, © 
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He hath all along conducted me by his 
Wiſdom, guided meby his Providence, and 
the Angel of his Preſence hath GireCed my 
Path, and ordered all my Goings. He 
hath been a Cloud to me by Day, and a 
Pillar of Fire by Night: he hath helped 
me in my Straits, and ſupply'd my Wants, 
and comforted me in all my Sadneſles : 
His powerful and gracious Preſerce hath 
| been my conſtant Guard : and hts Sove- 
' raign never-failing Goodneſs hath compaſt 
me about with Mercy on every tide. For 
which, O moſt Merciful Father, my Soul, 
and ll that is within me, deſires to ſpeak tby 
Praiſe. 

The advantsgious C:ircumftancesof many 
divine Favors do ralle their value, and de- 
ſerve to be particularly obſerv'd and ac- 
knowledged. How ſuitably, how ſeaſona- 
bly, how wiſely hath he conferr'd his Be- 
nefits ? with what Tenderneſs and Kind- 
neſs ? with what Freedora and Readineſs ? 
Of his own bounty and good will, without 
any Neceſlity, or Obligation on his Part; 
| without any Deſert, and ſometimes with- 
' out ſo much as a Prayer on mine. And 
what 1s more, notwithſtanding my Ingr ati- 
tude and Forgetfulneſs of Him, and great 
Provocations, heightned by the abule of 
lo much Mercy : demanding nothing after 
all, in requital of ſo much Kindneſs, but 

my 
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Accegtance of his Love, and gratefy 
fenſe of bis Goodneſs, and the ſweetep 
and molt reaſonable Expreſhions of ir, þy 
Thankful Obedience. 

More e/pecially, would 1 bleſs the Lord, 
far inlightning my mind in the Great My. 
fſteries-of Kelzgron:; dilpofing in wonderfy] 
Wiſdom the ſeveral means and methods, 
whereby e brought me to the K nowleay of 
the Trath, fy Parents, Minifters, Friends, 
Acquaintance, Books, Aflictions, ©c. Be- 
ginning with me 1n Ch:14/10904, awakening 
and caitivating the inbred Notions of :Ggg, 
and natural Reiipicn, of Gaod and Evil, 
Rewards and Puniſhments; by the carefy] 
Inſtrufions .of Parents, or others con- 
cenn'd in my Education: giving me the 
advantage of Good Examples, Counkels, 
and :Encouragements , to know and do 
well; with more aſliſtance, and leſs hin: 
drances, and diverſions, than to many 0- 
thers. Particularly, for the Excellent Pri 
_vilege and ineſtimable Bleſſing of his Hoh 


Word and Sacraments; the liberty of Lhe 
Chriſtian Religion, in the Purity of it, 0 | 


moſt of thoſe Places, where God has beci 
pleas-d to Call my LOt. Cauſing ane i0 la) 
dorea in green Paſtures, and leading me beſpat 
the ſtill Waters : jaſtrufting me in tie Be 
velation of his Wiil and Grace by Fi" 
Chriſt: acquainting me with the ſublim 

Princip? 
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Principles and Articles, Precep!'s and 
Rules, Promiles,ard Hopes of the Goſpel, 
inorder to Eternal Lite. 

| bicſs Thee, O Lord, and ſhall for ever 
doo, that with any or all theſe Advanta- 
zes and Helps thy Holy Spirit hath taught 
me t9 know ve Truth as at 18 421 Jeſus, hear- 
tily to believe and obey it. That by thy 
Grace I have been convinc'd of Sin, and 


| brought to Repentance ; ſhewing me the 
neceſſity of a Saviour, to make my peace 


with Thee, the All-ſuficiency of his Grace, 
the fulneſs of his Merir, the freeneſs af his 
Love, and his readineſs to receive me to 
Me:cy, inviting and calling me to it, and 
- <nabling, me to accept his gracious Invita- 
tion, and obey his compeſlionate Call ; ma- 
king me willing, by a Powerful and YViftori- 
os Grace,drawing, me with Cords of Love, 
* and ſo effcctually perſuading me to con- 
ſent to thy Covenant,and comply with thy 


Meſſage, on the gracious terms of the Go- 
ipel. Bleſſed be the God and Father of aur 


| Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, through his abundant 
| Mercy,hath begotten me again to alively{Hope; 
' having :humbled my proud Heart, and can- 


quer'd the perverſeueſs of my ſtubborn 
Will, and brought my Soul to an entire 
ſubjetion to himſelf: who took pity on 
me when he ſaw me in my Biood, ſpread 
lis Skirt over me, caſt a Mantle vpon my 

Naked- 
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Nakedneſs, waſh'd me from my Sing, and 
put his own Comelineſs upon me by $a. 
ftification : who opend my eyes, when | 
was leaping, blindfold intothe Pit of De. 
ſtru&tion: who healed my Soul, when 
was ſick unto Death : who reſcu'd and re. 
cover*d me from theSlavery of the Devil, 
when was led Captive by him at his will. 
Shall not a ranſom'd, redeemed Slave, he 
thankful to his Deliverer? Shall not a mi- 
ſerable undone Sinner, who is received to 
Mercy,be thankful fora Pardon; AwakeO my 
Soul! and utter a Song of Praiſe to him,'|whs 
forgiveth all thine Iniquities,and healcth all thy 
Diſeaſes ; who reacemeth thy Life (thy Soul) 
fromDeſtruttion,and erowncth thee with loving- 
kindneſs, and tender Mercies. 

Hath he made thee Partaker of his own 
renewed Im3ge and Likeneſs ? given thee 
his Son, his Grace ? his Spirit ? and taken 
{ſucha wretcked Creature into fo near arc- 
lation to Himſelf ; and promiſed to be thy 
God and Guide, thy Portion and thine 
Inheritance, thy Friend and thy Phyſician, 


thy Sun and thy Shield, and thine exceed- | 


Ing great Reward ? and ſhall not my Soul 
Ipeak aloud his Praiſe ? Hath he been 
Þ merciful to my anrighteoaſneſs, and blotted 
out my ſins? Hath he gathered me with js 
Arm, and carried me in his Bofom ? Hath 
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heen my Saviour and Redeemer, adopted 
me into his Family, and promis'd to make 
ne Bleſſed in his Glory, with the holy An- 
zels? rhe Curſe being removed, and the 
Hand-writing againſt me cancell'd, the 
rice paid, the Breach made up, the Mouth 
of Juſtjce ſtopt, and the condemning Sen- 
tence of the Law exchang'd for a gracioys 
Pardon, through the Sacrifice of my Bleſſed 


Lord Feſus ? and ſhall I not praiſe his iy- 


comprehenſible Love and Grace-? - . | 
|-likewiſe thank thee, moE. holy Father ; 
for ſaving me fromGuile andRuin,when aſ- 
aulted by powerful and dangerous Tempta- 
ous; that by preventing Mercy, or re- 
training'Grace, thou hait kept me. from-ma- 
iy ſcandalous and preſumptuous- Grimes: 
| thank Thee, for making the S:ns of Others 
a Warning and a Cantion to Me, an Argy=- 
ment co Humility, and a Motive to Watch- 


- fulne(s ; for preſerving my Judgment from 


many Errors and Delulions, by which o- 
thers are {educed ; for enabling me- to 1n- 
prove any. Opportunities of -doing Good, 


- nd making-me in any thing vietul roOthers: 


yea, | thank thee for all thy Mercies to 
ther Chriſtians ; for all the Gifts and Graces 
nd uſefulneſs of any of thy Servants, 
vnerein; as a Member of the ſame Body, 
(deſire to rejoyce ; .for any Support and 
Comfort to me, or any of them, under 

| L honourable 
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honourable Sufterings for thy Names (;þ, 
1 deſire unfeignedly to bleſs Thee, for 
any Succour, Relief and Viftory, with re. 
ſpe to the Snares and Buffetings of Sazay 
and the vileſt of his Temprations, Whey he 
bath tempted me to Apoltacy, and [rfide. 
lity in Speculation and PraCtice; to queſti- 
en the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, ar 
the Life to come ; to doubt of the founca. 
tions of the Chriſtian Faith, or to deſpair 
of the Mercy of God, and give: up tie | 
- Reins to ſenſual Luſts ; or to draw me from 
God, by the love of the World, and the ” 
praiſe of Men, by Evil Company, Intem- - 
perance, ſecret Wickedneſs, &c. = 
1 Bleſs thee. with my whole Soul, for & 
-calling me back from any. of ny Wanaer- of 
ings, and by infinite Goodneſs recovering 
'me afcer great Falls, enabling me to returt |; 
when 1 had gone aſtray, and ſeek thy for- th 
feited favour, that thou maiſt heal my Back: a 
ſlidings ; giving me, in order toit, ade ,; 
ſenſe-of my own Sin, and of thy Sovereig! , 
Grace; leading me to a Saviour, who 
Blood cleanſeth from all fin, when 0 | |; 
guilty defiled Soul ſo much needed its par 
doning and cleanſing Virtue; awaKenIms 
me to make holy Fows, and calling up to 
me by the Word, and Spirit, and Pro” 
dence, to perform them. ; "Mm 
I Bleſs Thee, who haſt guided my u th 
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:nto the way of peace, when by the terrors of 
an accuſing Corſcience,and the ſenſe of unpar- 
Jon'd Sin, and the apprehenſions of thy 
deſerved Wrath, I was ready to deſpair: 
that though thon didſt moſt juſtly hide 
thy Face at any time, IT was but tor a little 
while, but didſt ſeaſonably, and in Mercy 
return, to wipe off my Tears, zeſtore the Foy 
of thy Salvation, and chace away the clouds 


and darkneſs on my Spirit, by the reviving 


preſence of thy own. Thou wao art the 
Author, wilt be the Finiſher of my Faith ; 
and trerefore, though thou baſt viſited 
mine Iniquities with a Fatherly Rod, yet toy 
loving- kinanefs thou haſt not taken from me, or 
ſuffer*d thy faithfulneſs ro fail, or thy Covenant 
of Peace to be removed ; but haſt refreſhed me 


with hidden Manna, after great Perplext» 


Lies, laying unto my Soul, 1 am God, even 
thy God, making me to hear thy Voice, 
which was ſweet, and to taſte thy Love, 
which is better than Wine; enabling me 
to ſay with thine Apoſtle Thomas, Ay Lord, 
and my God and to have any COommu= 


| | Non wich thee ſince, in publick or private 


Duties. 


For all theſe znnumerable Mercies | deſire 
(O praiſe Thee, which yet are but in order 
to greater,toE verlajting Kinaneſs in Heaven, 
Thele are but the taſte and Earn of what 
thou wilt beſtow hereafter. O how great 1s 

L 2 bis 
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his Goodneſs, that he hath lud up for thoſe tha 


- fear him ? And now, Lord, what wait ] for ? 
my hope is even in Thee. | thank thee, who 
haſt thus 'put it into my Heart, to render 
-thee ſolemn Praiſe, ard once more to re. 
'new my Covenant with Thee, 
IT will magnifie the Lora, and my Spirit ſhall 
 Yejoyce in God my Saviour, Return anto thy 
reff, O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
-tifully with me. While (a) I live Twill praiſe 
"thee, and ſing Praiſes unto my God, while | 
* have a Being, O come, and behold the Works of 
-the Lord, what he hath done for my Sou! | The 
Lord liveth (b) Bleſſed be my Rock, and lt 
| the God of my Salvation be exalted. Ltt my 
Heart be glad, and my Glory regoyce, far the 
 Lord-'is not aſhamd to be called my God. Thanks 


veto God, who hath cauſed me to triumph itn . 
"Chriſt Jeſus. Sing unto the Lord, O ye hu 


Saints, and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his Holineſs |(c) I cried imto Thee, and this 
: baſt healed, and ſuv'd me: I will give thankit0 
* Thee for :ever, (d) 1 well ſhew forth thy 


" ving-kindneſs in the morning, and thy faithful- 
* neſs every night, For the Lord is Good,h1s Mer- 


cy is Everlaſting, and his Truth endures through: 
out all Generations, O enter into his Gates Wi 


' Thankggiving , and hisCourts with Praiſes ; 


be thankful unto him, and bleſs bis Naw 
_ Bleſs the Lord, all ye his Works, in all place, 


1 (aYPſal. 104. 33-(b) ?/al. 18. 46. (c) pſal. 0 


a) Pſal, 119, 62. Py 
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if his Dominicns : Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. 

[et me add for a Coacluſion, T hat the 
narticular Deliverances,Supports,and Con- 
lations, wack at any time God hath given 
n Caſes of great Exigence, or in anſwer to 
mportunate Praycr, ought never to be for- 
'tten. Many experienc d Chriltians have 
heen wont To wrils down ſuch remarkable 
ippearances of God for them, with the 
particular Circumftances that did recom- 
nend, and enhance the Mercy, ( whether 
ſpiritual or Temporal ) as an Ercourage- 
nent to truſt in God in future Diſhculties ; 
ind have afterwards found the Comforc 
and Advantage of being able to have re- 
curſe to ſuch Papers. This Practice I re- 
commend as what hath been uſeful and con- 
olatory todivers Chriſtians,for many years 


ALELW3ras ; 2nd Lo 107m Others; of their 
nore intimate Friends,to whom they might 
without vanity be imparted. What Ex- 
reriences Might be recorded of ſignal Re- 
turns to Prayer, and {ealonable Manifeſtati- 


ons of the Truth, and Goodneſs, and Wit- 


. dom, of God, if all the inſtances thereof 


vere duly recoliefted and preſerv'd ! And 
ow ſweet and pleaſant would the Work of 


: Prayer and Praiſe then be With what re- 


oycing and delight ſhould we ſet about it, 
nd live in it, it the conſtraining Goodnels 
Ind Loye of God,and 2 thankful ſenſe of his 

L 4 un{peakable 
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nuſpeakable Mercies, did bring us to him, 
and indite and animate every word / What © 
Support, and Comfort, and probable Hopes © 
( at leaſt) of the ſpecial Love of God, might 
we derive from the various pallages of his 
Compaſlion and Kindnets ! And hereby we 
may be able more heartily to give him 
thanks for Pardon, Sariftification, and A- 
doption, which we commonly mention with 
too much doubt and fear, 

It may likewiſe be adviſable to examine _ 
ard record the Workings of your own Spirit, * 
under ſuch Diſpenſations : what thoughts - 
you then had of God ? what Acts of Faith, 
Love, Thankfulneſs, you did then mant- 
feſt ? What Evidences of God's Favour, and 
what diſcovery of your own Sincerity, you 
have had at ſuch times? whep, and how, and 
by what means you were curd of your un- 
comfortable Unbelief, and rais'd from your ; 
Deſpondency ? What Promiſes you had re- D 


courle to for relief? What Conſiderations 2 
were moſt helpful toyou ? What frame of of 
Spirit you kept up in Prayer; before ard af | 
ter ! What Reſolutions and Engagements hf 
you made to Gcd, to love, and truſt, and D 
praiſe, and ſerve him, and give up all to his tt 


dilpole for the future? and what conſequent 
Obligation may be inferr*d from thence, © 
acquleſce in the Will of God, and relig) = 
our ſelves entirely to Bim, fayIngz J his 
God ut our God for ever and encr,and He will v5 
our Guide into Degth. 8 


Red 
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Appendix. 
From what Time the Jews reckoned rhe Be- 
ginning of their Year : of the d:tferences 
betwecn their Sacred and Civil Account. 
The Feaſt of Trumpets x the firſt day of 
the Year, its Inſtitution, Nature, and De- 
fren , the Traditions and Cuſtoms of the 
Jews reſpetting that Day. 


—_—— 
——_—_— _—v m—______—— 
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Pon the deliverance of the Jews out 

of £gypr, the firſt month which be- 

gan with the new Moon next to the Vernal 
Equinox, was to be accounted (a )the begin= 
mng of Months, it anſwers to the latter end 
of our March, and the Beginning of Aprilz 
and is ſometimes called N:ſar, and ſome- 
Umes Abib. It was ordinarily after that 
Deliverance, reckon'd the Firſt month of 
the year, in their Sacred or Eccleſiaſtical 
Accoxnt, The Computation of years till 
then,from the Creation of the World, was 
EIT _ 
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from. Tiſri or September,|| asthe beginning 
of Years, but now commanded to bepin 
their Reckoning from March. Therefore 
the Paſſover kept-in this month,is ſaid to he 
obſerved in the firſ# month - and the Feaſt 
of Purim , .which was kept in our Februg- 
ry, is ſaid to be in the /4#* month, that 
is,of the Sacred Year. A Period ſo remark- 
able-and-extraordinary, as that was to the 
Fews, deſerved very well to be particularly 
remembred-and taken notice of: and might 
juſtly. be accounted the F:r/7,or chiefeſt of 
their months, And by comparing Exod, 12. 
41. with Gal. 3. 17.It may. be concluded 
that Abraham received the Promiſe on the 
fifteenth day of this. month.:. and: *tis com- 


aac was born; and the Tabernacle after- 
wards erected in the Wilderneſs. _- 
As the Redemption of 1ſrazl, from theit 
Bondage in e-Zeypt, was but a Type of a 
ore glorious One by the Meſſich, he ws 
pleaſed ro ſuffer Death .in this (b ) Montd: 
ccording to this Computation, the Monti 
T:ſri,C( which began with the fir | new Moo! 
ext LO fne Aut umnaal EqQUIBOS 1s Ofte) cal- 
d the Severth Monk: but wasnot 10 ac 
oantfed before the Deliverance! of Il 
Yael out, of e/Egypr. As to Civil and Polit! 
c#t Aﬀairs;it- was for the moſt part reck9n: 
i 6 Eightfoor 2d. Vol.p 707, {John 1* 


— 528, 
C3 Tohn Ly 5 
C\ 


puted that about the ſame time of the Year 


{ he Appenatix, 

ed the firſt Month of the year , on this Ac- 
count,ubis Month (c) T:fr: ( which anſwers 
to part of our September , ard part of Otto- 
ler) on the Fifteenth day of the Month was 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles,when the(d) Fruits 
of the Earth were gather?d 1n, and is ſaid 
to be in the End of tne Year. Much hath 
been ſaid by many Learned Men for the date 
of the Worlis Creation,and the Beginning 
of the Year, from the Fernal Equinox or 
the Spring; and the c/Zgyprians are alledged 
3s keeping the great Feſtival of Arzes, or of 
the New-Year, when the Sun enters into A- 
ries. But however uncertain that be, and 
how difliculs to determine 1t, yet In Au- 
tam 1s Computed by tie Jews, the Cre2ti- 
on of the World, the Birth-of the frit 
Patriarchs, the Repciration of The i abjes 
of the Law, the Dedication oithe Tem- 
pe, the Three Great Soiemn Feaits of tne 
Pepinring ot the Year, and other Remark- 
able Paſlages.As manyReligious Aiſembites, 
and Solemn Feaſts were appcintcd to the 
Jews in this Month Zz/r:, as1n all the Year 
delides . 
Thar the Birth and Baptiſm of our Blel- 

(c) Heidegeri Hift. Pairtarch, Tom. 1-dtſs.12.Set.22, 
de Anno Patriarcharum (d) Exod. 23.15. 1%. See Ger l, 
V offi ag. Chronnl, diſſ-ri, 2. Scaliger 42 Emend. Temp, 
Lydiat.de var iis Annorum | ,xmis Seldn ded'na C1 tO Vele 
Fu , Joel 2.23.1 Kings $.2 Ligh/on Hori ts Afath, 
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ſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſe ſhould be ar this 
time of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, is as Con. 
fiderable, as that his Paſſion ſhould be a. 
bont the time of the Jewiſh Paſſover, He 
was Sacrificed for us at that time, when 
by God's appolntment the Paſch-l Lamh 
was to be offer'd as his Type: And at the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles he Came to pitch his 
Tent in our nature, to (e) Tabernacle in 
our Fleſh, and dwell among us. The Scepter 
was ſo far gone from Judah that the Fems 
a foreign Fower, in- 
ſtead of obſerving the feaſt of the Taber- 
nacles at Feruſalem, every one to repair 
to his own City to be taxed, as the Empe- 
rour AuguStus had commanded, ( and ts 
not very likely he would appoint thet in 
the depth of Winter, the time of our 
Chriſtmas) and now was the Seaſon for 
Silo to appear. : 
The Eighty firſt Pſalm,compoſed by 4j4p 
for the firſt day of this Month, or the feal: 
of( f) Trumpets, is ſuppoſed to bave been 1n 
Remembrance of that Deliverance out 9t 
e/E/ypt : the Sounding of Trumpets De: 
Liga token of Liberty. This Feaſt of 
Trumpets on the Firſt Day of the, AV 
Year according to their Civil Account | 


_———a_ 


(e) John 1. 14. F | ; 
(f) Dr. Hammond in loc, Godhau Uzsiver, Hiſt. del FE: 


Irie.Tom. 4. 6c, 1. Set4, 6, Hoſpinian,de Feſt. F dale RUS 
ti, 
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thus commanded, Levir, 23. 24: Numb. 
29.1 and 10.cap. 10.that it ſhould be, a 
Sabbath,and a Mcmorial of blowing of Irums- 
DetSy An holy Convocation, &c. Some think 
it is called a Memorial of Irumpets to pre- 
ſerve the memory of 7ſaac's Deliverance , 
by the ſubſtitution of a Ram to be ſacri- 
ficed in his ſtead ;z to this purpoſe It may 
be alled 2ed that it is ſometimes called by 
the Fews, the Binding of Iſaac - which they 
ſuppoſe to have been in the ſame day of 
the Year. By others termed Feſtum Cornny 
the Feaſt of the Horn. But it is more pro- 
bable, that this name was not given, with 
any reſpect to 1/zic, but on the acconnt 
of that k/nd of Trumpets, which were then 
ſounded, v:z. ſuch as were made of ſheeps 
or rams horas, Others think it to have been 
Appointed as a grateful remembrance of 
tormer Y:itor:es which God had afforded 
them; particularly chat at Ferico, where was 
the firſt oppoſition they met with in their 
paſſige to Canaarn,and the Walls of the Ci- 
ty fell downart the Sound of ſuch Horn- 
Trumpets ; Joſh.6. 13, 20. But the moſt 
likely account of it is this : That it was in- 
tended to ſolemni'ze the Beginning of the 
New Year,to mind them of the Beginning of 
the World, and to excite their thankful- 
nels for the Fruits and Bleſſings, ard Bene- 
ats of the Year preceeding. The extraordte 

wary 
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nary Blowing of Trumpets by the Prieſts 


at this. time, (in all their Cities, as well ac 
at Jeruſalem, where two Silver || Trumpets 
were alſo uſed at the Temple, as well ax 
theſe of Horn, and the Levires ſung the $1, 
Pfalm) might ſerve both to ſtir up the Peo- 
ple, to bleſs God for the Favours of the 
Year paſt, acknowledging his Goodneſs in 
Preſerving thetn' to the beginning of ano- 
ther;and withal excite them to pray for his 
Protection and Bleſſing, for the New Year, 
oh which they now entred. 

- Maimonides, the famous Jewiſh Rabbin, 
thinks the ſoundiog of Trumpets at this 
time was deſigned to ſignifie ſome ſuch 
Eabreaticn, a, this (a) Arije, O ye ſteep- 
ers ont of your ſleep, and you that ſlumber a- 
wake ont of your ſlumbering. Search your works, 
and turn by Repentance. Remember your Crea- 
zar,.,you that have forgotten the [ruth, and 
of exchanged it for the Vanities of the 

orld z and have all your Lives wandred after 
Vanity, which will not profit or deliver you, 
Conſider your Souls, Conſider your Ways, and 
Works, and let every one of you forſake his 
evit Way, and his thoughts that are not good. 

. Somme have imagined a typical Repre- 
ſentation of the emo Covenants in this 
Feaſt. The O1d Covenant figured by the 


—"T[Lightfors's Tem ple Service chap-16, Sett. 5+ 
(2) Canones de Penitent, cap, 2, can Go 
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Year paſſed ; and the Covenant of Grace, 
or the Goſpel ſtate by the New Year then 
begun; and that by the ſound of Trumpets 
was Prefigured the future Preaching of 
the Goipe], according to that of the Apo- 
ſtle, Their ſound went forth unto allthe Earth, 
and their words unto the end of the World ; 
and ſo the Feaſt of Trumpets is abrogat- 
ed by the Preaching of the Goſdel, if that 
were typically ſignified by it. The pub- 
lication of the Goſpel 1s the joyful ſonnd, 
Pſalm 89. 15. And Miniſters are to lift 
vp their Voice like a 7ramper, Iſaiah. 58. 1, 
the diſcharge of their Offce as Watchmen, 
rs expreſt by ſciting the Triumper to their 
mouth, Hoſ.8. i.Ezek. 33. When the Jews 
ſhall be converted to the Faith of Chrift. it 
is ſaid, in that day the great Trumpet ſhall le 
blown , ana they ſhall come, who are ready to 
periſh, la 27.ult. * T wes the Office of the 
Prieſtsto found theſe Trumpets, Numb. 10. 
8. The publick Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
1s committed to 4;z ſrers,fet apart for that 
Work, as the Sons of Aaron for theirs. 
We read but of two Trumpets at firſt, 
tor Eleazar and lſhamar, the two Sons of 
Aaron, Numbers 3. 4. But David added 
many Muſical Inſtruments : And 1n Solomon's 
time, at the Dedication of the Temple, we 
read of one hundred and twenty Prieſts 
who ſounded wiih Trumpets, 2. 75m. 5.12. 
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Without ſuppoling any Type hereina firiq 
and proper ſenſe ; we may yet farther con- 
ſider the Parallel, and obſerve, how the Joy 
and Gratitude of theſe Trumpets did excite 
js exceeded by that greater rejoycing, pro- 
miſed and foretold by the Prophets, wher 
the glad tidings of rhe Goſpel of Salvation 


. by the Meſſiab ſhovid be publiſht to the 


World, 1/a. 54. ). Luk. 2.11. Gal. 4- 27, 
which hath been in part accompliſht: And 
will be more compleat, in that King- 
dom of Peace and Purity, which Chriſt 
will eſt=bliſh upon Earth, toward the 
end of the Weorid - And ſhall be finally 
perfeCted at the end of Time; when Days 
and Years, and Time (thus meaſured ) ſhall 
be no more. When the Meſſiah, our B. $.vi- 
eur, having ficiſhed his mediatory undertak- 
ing, as to what concerns Earth, ſhall come 
again from Heaven, with the Frump of Goa, 
to raiſe the Dead,and ſummon all the World 
to their final Judgment. Then ſhall he deli- 
ver up to the K ing dom to his Father : And the 
Faithful enter into the Foy of their Lerd, and 
be for ever with him. 

There 1s a Tradition among the Jews 
mentioned by /f1imonides (b), that on the 
firft aay of the New Year, God enters Into 


Q_ 


CENT 6 SO —COO— 


( b)) Canones de Penit, 3. ch, can. J» 
THAgMN 
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Tudy met for the Sins of the Tear and Life 
paſt, T hit every ones Faults are weighed 
againſt his g99d Works. He that is found 
Ri»hreows 1s lealed unto Life: And he that 
is found W:cked is ſ:aled unto Death. 

And *is 2 general Cuſtom that hath ob- 
tained among the Jews, for the ten firſt days 
of the New Tear, to riſe out of their Beds 
in the Night, ayd to continue in their Syna- 


gognes Praying and worſhipping until break 


of day. The ſuperſtitious and ridiculous 
Ceremonies of the{c)modern Jews on this Day, 
I ſhalt not repeat. However vain and 
groundleſs, ſuperſtitious, and abſurd many 
of their Cuſtoms, and PraCttices are on this 
Day - Yet this blind Devotion of the Jews 
may juſtly ſhame, and condemn the Chriſt:- 
ans of our Age ; Who commonly ipend the 
Beginnings of every Year worle than any 


' other parts of them ; and inſtzad cf any 


ſolemn Retirement for Prayer and Medita- 
tion,which might afhſt them to namber their 
Days, and prepare for Etermty; ( inſtead, 
I tay, of ſuch ſeaſonable Exerciſes) how do 
yain and hurtful Sports and Paſtimes, or 
trifling and unedifying mirth, and fruitleſs 
converſations conſume the greateſt part of 


—_——_ 


p— 


(c) Vid. Ceremn : £5 Cour.parmi lesFuijs d' aujourd- 
buy, Pr. 2, Co 5+ FR 
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the Days, ( and Nights too ) of the beain. rm 


ning of the Year | And thus when the fiſt 
fruits of the Year are offered up to Sin any x; 
Vanity,"cis no wonder if the following parts C 
of it are imployed to no better purpoſe M_ 
without any cue concern for the Soul, and þ 
an Everlaſting State. o 

To endeavour ſome Remedy to thoſe dis. v 
orders, and give ſome Aſſiſtance to them 5$S 
who deſire ſeriouſly to make Religior. their aj 
Principal Buftneſs, is the end of publiſhing fc 
the foregoing ReflefFions. I moſt heartily © 
beſeech the God of all Grace to influence by «cc 
his Holy Spirit, the Conſcience of every a1 
Reader, that ſome ſuch elfe&t may beat wy; 
tained. Having found the Practice recom- 77 
mended, to be of ſome ule to mv ſelf, aid ef 
my own Heart warmed in compoſing the 4, 
ſubſtance of theſe Papers, (tho' without any Dt 
ſatention at that Time of expoſing them 
to the World ) 'tls not unreaſonable to 
hope, That what hath been beneficial to O 


one, May be helpful to another. Ic can- n 
not certainly be unadviſable, or impro- ti 
per to Bepin the Year with God, with whm C 
we ſhould begin every Day. *Tis decorous 2 
and becoming, to Dedicate our ſelves to T 
Him, ina more ſolemn manner thao ordi- b 
hary, at ſuch a Time: Thankfully to ac- ? 
knowledge the Favonrs 5nd Beſſs.10s we nave T 
Particularly received the Tour Paſe: And to L 


recollect 
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recollect the S:zs we have been guilty of : 
ro aggravate them with Humility, Contr:- 
tion, and deep Remorſe - to renew our 
Covenant with God © to repeat and fortifie 
our Reſolutions of living better; imploring 
his Grace to afliſt us in It : to retleCt ſeri- 
ouſly on the Mutability, Frailty and Bre- 
vity of our preſent Life : to conſider the 
Swiftneſs, Uncertainty, Irrecoverableneſs, 
and conſequently Value of our Time : to look 
forward to a Bleſſed, or Miſerable Eternity, 
one of which we muſt ſhare in; and to 
confirm our Faith in the Certainty thereof, 
and conſider our near Approach to ſuch an. 
unchangeable State : to think what z-drove- 
ment we ſhould make of the Death of others, 


eſpecially of Relatcons, and Friends, who have 


I + -I.. hear al 4 bk aA s "x - 
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poſition in good earneſt, that we may fol- 
low them 7hzs Year, and dye before another 
New Years--day 3 to imprint ſuch a Thought 
on our Hearts, and the [rferences that may 
naturally be' deduced from it : to beg of God, 
to inable us-to Redeem our Time, and dil- 
cnarge the Duty of our particular places 3 
anu prepare us for all theEverrs of the follow- 
mp Tear , ard {o ftetually Teach us ro num- 
ber OHY dys, that we may apply our Hearts unto 
rae Wiſdom; leſt we be furprized by an 
Vnexpetted Death, before the Period of ano- 
ther Year. And laſtly, to pry lor our Aela- 
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tions and Friends, Families and Neighbours, 
and our Enemies to0; and plead with God 
on the behalf of S:o-, and the afiifted and 
deformed ftate of the Prote#t ant Churches, 
To ſome of theſe, ard rhe like Purpoſes, I 
hope what is here offered, may be ſubſer- 
vient; if conſidered with Serz2uſreſs and 
Application, after bun-ble Invocation of the 
Bleſſing of God, and the aids of his Spirit 
compoſing our Mir:ds and Thoughts, as In 
his moit awful 3rd Hol, Preſence. 

| have only this to requeſt : That if any 
ſhall find any real Berefir in this kynd ; he 
would ſo far requite my charitable Aſſiſrance 
of him, that when his Heart is moſt ſer1ous, 
his Spirit moſt compoſed and devout, and 
bis Aﬀe tions moſt vigorous and lively, he 
would not forget, to put up one Prayer 
to Heaven for me, for Greater Holineſs, 
and Abilities to Honour God and perſeve- 
ring Faithtulneſs to his Truth,and Intereſt, 
what ever Temptations todeſert it,may be 
imployed by the World, the Fleſh and the 


Devil: the three Great Enemies of thine and 
my Salvation. 
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CON FENTTS 
Sect. I, F the changeable State, and 
ſpore Duration of Eartt1y 
Things ; eſpecially of Man, how little it 1s 
conſidered and believed : how nec: ſſary it 
fhould be. P. 1. 
Sect. II. Of the Change in ens Inclinati- 
ons, Opinions, and Actions which one 
year ſhews; How obſervabl* it i55n Others: 
bow much more aiſcernab ?n Our Selves. 
Honour and Reputation, Oe. bow wncer- 
tainly preſerved, and how eaſily blaſted. 
TI 
Sect. III. Of the Uncertainty of Lielts to 
the Period of ancther Year. The Vanity 
of this Life : The Swittneſs of Time, and 
how to be improved. "He B 
Sect. IV. Of the ſeeming Difference, berweer 
fo many Years Paſt, and the ſame num- 
ber of Years to come. P- 20, 
Sect, V. The little Portion of our lime on 
Earth conſidered, by a Computation of the 
Life of Man, from the number of Years and 
FOUTr'sS, 1 6 
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Set. VI. Of the Redemption of Time, how 
precious and valuable a Treaſure rt is, and 


will be thought to be, when "15 too late 
D. 26, 

SeCt. VII. Of che Ordinances of Heave,, 
Day and Night, Summer and Winter, Seed 
Time and Harveſt ; their order and ſuc- 
ceſfion eft abliſht by God, is the effe£t of Tnfi. 

\ mite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. What they may 
geach Us. P. 30, 
Sect. VIII. Of Evils co be exp:&cd 1 this 
Tear ; the Wiſdam and Mercy of God in 
concealing from us th: knowledve of future 
Events. P. 36. 
Sect. IX. The ſuppoſition of dying this Year, 


ſhould be improved : the conſequence. of re- 


aeeming Time, and previding for Eternity-- 
farther pref. The folly of Elder Per- 


fons is Condemiied' and checkt from the 
Example of Children. ?T:s advi{able 
. fo familiarize the Thoughts of Death, 
ana to wmagine beferc-hand what Appre- 

.. benſjons of things we ſhall then have. P. 39: 
Sect. X. The Brevity of Life conſidered as the 
fruit of Sin, There are but three ways of 
leaving this World, as Abel, Adam or E- 
noch. A dilizent improvement cf Time 
farther preſt ; and the negel-ct of it be- 
watled. ; D. 44+ 
Sect. Xl. Of the Expectation of Another 
Life. Phe Vamty and Miſery of Man 1 bis 
: Bei: 


J 
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Beſt Eſtate, »f there be none, The ſatis- 
\ fattory removal of that ſuppeſition by the 
Thoughts of God, and of Eternal Felicity 
in his Bleſſed Preſence. P. 48 
Sect. XII. The conſideration of the Death of 
others, eſpecially of Relations, Friends, 
ana Acquaintance , how to be improved. 
What inſtrnctions we may learn by the fichr 
of a dead Carkaſs, or a Deaths-Head, 
and the uſual Motto on it, and what by the 
aeath of Holy Perſons, to quicken our de- 
ſrres to be as they. P- 55 
Sect. XIII. What influence the conſideration of 
Eternity world have upon onr Hearts and 
Lives, if ſoundly believed and conſidered. 
E ſpecially if the ſuppoſition of Dying this 
Year be annexed to it. P. 62 
SeCt. XIV. How 42 good Man may improve 
and encourage himſelf under the Suppoſiti- 
on of dying this Year, even in the mot 
aneaſy , and undeſirable Circumſtances. 
P- 67 
Sect. XV. Of aying in a Foreign Country, 
and of dying Young, Conſider ations proper 
to Reconcile the Mind to both. D. 74. 
Set. XVI. The contemplation of our approach- 
$710 Change may alſiſf HS to mortifie the 
Luſts of the Fleih, rhe Luſts of the Eye, 
and Pride of Life; to cure Ambition, 
and promote Contentment. P- Sl. 
Sect. NWI. The ſame Argument Conſidered 
farther 
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farther as aiffwaſive from Wordlineſs, 
and Farthly mindcedneis - and as Proper to 
cor fute the Vanity of iOng Projects, and 
ere.t Deſigns for this World. P. 85 
Set. XVIIL. The confideration of the Certain 
near Approach of an Evcrlaſting State ax- 
pl: fied, and preſt,to inforce anHoly Life. p 8g 
Sel. X;X. The Puniſhmer.ts of the Damned 
co fid-red, as Intolerable, and Everlaſt- 
ing azd as unqueſtionably Certain: What 
the Reficit;on wpon Hell-Torments, may ard 
ought to teach us. P 97 


 Cect. XX. The Eternal Bl: fſedneſs of HE A- 


VEN conſidered, as the Perfettion of Holl- 
neſs, to quicken our deſires and endeavours 
after greater Meetnels ro poſſeſs zt. p.112 
Sect. XXl. A devout Mcairation upon the 
P/alm 73. 25, Whom have I in Heaven 
but thee ? And there is none upon Earth 
that I dehire beſides thee. P. 127 
Sect. XXII. The glorious Appearance of 
Chriſt roJudgment conſidered as Certaln - 
The Terror, Aſtoniſhment, Confulior, 
and Deſpair of Wicked Jews 44 
Chriſtians, ro behold their Judge * 4nd 
bear his condemning Sentence to EVER 
LASTING Deſtruttion. P. 141 
Sect. XX1II. Meditations of the Glory of 
Chriſt i is Glorified Saints, and of 16 
thankful Admiration of Believers when 


He ſhall come again from Heaven, which my 
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be continued to all Eternity. P. 151 
Sect. XXIV. Concerning the Examination 
of a Man's Heart and Life: the Reaſona- 
bleneſs, Advintazes, and Neceſſity of it. 
Some Direttion and Advice concerning the 
Time and Manner. Th. we may know in 
wit Preparedneſs we are for ETER- 
NITT. P. 163 
Sect. XXV. ow Chriftians ouzht to examine 
their Decays of Grace and Piety, The 
greatneſs of their Sin, and of their Loſs 
under ſuch a Declenſion: Geds Diſplea- 
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